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^  s  eley Col  or  ado  Iv  ot  e  5_.,  biarch  31.  I'-^SM-. 

Spring  work  has  ceen  much  delayed  thih  ye^xv  ovving  to  the  Ic^teness  of 
spring.      There  h^^  osen  r=.ther  a  heciV.y  Fncwfall  a-ur?.ri.g  the  last  nionth,  .»hich 
hias  supplied  abundance  of  soil  noist'ure. 

The  potato  irarj<:et  was  iiuch  stronger  last  "veek  than  at  any  time  during 
the  winter,  dealers  paying  $1.25  for  U.  S.  graue  Ko.  1.      The  ixarket  is  not  so 
strong  today  and  dealers  are  offering  but  $1.10  to  $1.15.      Owing  to  the  bad 
c^nditiun  of  the  roads  haulingo  hj?>ve  been  rather  light.      i-o  douot  the  Dad 
roads  have  aided  n'a,terialiy  in  iiaintaining  tho  strong  rcarket.      It  is  estimated 
that  there  ^re  about  1000  2=.To  of  potatoes  left  in  rr-rthern  Colorado, 

It  is  believed  there  .vill  oe  a  Consid eraoie  cut  in  the  putct^  acreage 
of  the  G-reeley  district  this  yee^r  and  a  suirstantial  increase  in  the  sugar  beet 
acreage. 

A  far;:,  has  Deen  purchased  f^r  a  j.er:oinenu  f  otato_  s.-periinent  station  at 
Greeley.      This  purchase  ».as  ^lado  jointly  oy  uhe  state  of  Coiurado  and  Vt'eld 
County.      The  ne.v  farca  consists  of  80  cicras  and  is  locc^ted  four  u-iles  northeast 
of  Greeley.      We  .vill  operate  this  yea:-  a-:  the  old  location,  taking  possession 
of  the  new  far^  aoout  the  first  of  Deceir^ber. 

('«^.  C.  ZdiEundson). 

Pres-d.ue  Isle.  ::aine  Notes.  April  1.  l~j£4. 

The  writer  left  Washington,  I'.  C,  I-.-'onday  night,  .^arch  cik,  arriving  in 
Pres^ue  Isle,  I'e,  ^'ednesday  n.orningjv'srch  2b.      The  /veatner  .v-j.s  very  iidla  vvith 
very  little  snow  in  evidence  compared  «ith  previous  springs  ct  this  tirne  of  the 
year.      Since  then  frhe  weather  has  changed  very  decidedl;.'.  in  fact,  the  last 
four  days  have  been  very  wintery.      It  oegan  sno/ving  Sat'orday  and  continued  un- 
til l^te  Monday  night. 

The  stock  of  potatoes  stored  on  the  State  Fara  were  found  to  os  in  ex- 
cellent condition.      Of  t.ie  stoCk  handled  so  f^r  very  little  rot  ^as  found. 

We  started  a  fire  in  the  g.^eenhouse ,  Jriaay  night,  to  tha»v  cut  tne  soil 
and  get  things  Wciriiied  up  lor  sowing  the  potato  seed  April  1. 

Dr.  C.  F.  dark  arrived       Pres-aue  Isie,  Saturday  morning, ivjarch  2^. 

The  j::arket  is  a  1'. ttle  o;  f  this  .veek,  the  price  for  Green  Mountctins 
oeing  $2.00  per  barrel.      Indira  , ions  now  are  not  for      very  early  spring. 

There  is  a  great    ieuard  th--.s  spring  ftr  good  seed  Cooolers.  Apparently 
the  stock  of  good  Green  Mcuntai^iS  is  plentiful. 


(P.  M.  Lomoard). 
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?>'AKhirigton,  D.  C.  Notes.  A-pvil  1Q2M-. 

Due  to  a  snowfall  of  aocut  six  inches,  Tuesday  morning  of  this  week,_ 
and  previous  inclement  weather,  the  potato  excerinents  at  Arlinstcn  Farm,  Va. 
ha^re  not  been  planted.      Practically  all  the  recent  snow  L:ielted  yesteraay. 
The  writer  hopes  to  plant  at  Arlington  next  -.vee'ie 

The  second  planting  of  the  indexed  tuber  v.r.i-:  8xperirr.ent  in  the  green- 
house at  iirlington  Farm  is  growing  more  rapidJ.y  than  tne  first. 

Prof.  Wm,  Stuart  left  the  Office  yesterday  for  Chicago,  where  he  is 
going  to  talce  notes  on  a  cold  storage  experiment.      Frcir  there  he  is  going 
South  to  do  potato  investigational  work.      His  itinerary  in  the  South  is  as 
follows  :- 

Hastings,  Fla. ,  General  Delivery,  April  7  to  9. 
Mobile,  Ala.,      Cawthon  Hotel,        April  10  to  11. 
3at on  Houge,  La.,  Istrouna  Hotel,  April  12  to  1^. 
Lociport,  La.,      C/o  Delta  Farns  Co.,  April  16. 
Houna,  La.,  Corjirercial  Hotel,        April  17- 

Alexandria,  La.,  Bentley  Hotel,  April  IS. 

(S7.  M.  Peacock). 


Couder sport.  Pa.  Fotes.  April  3,  192^- 

The  writer  visited  the  Goudersport  cooperative  potato  growers'  storage 
house  on  Wednesday,  March  26,  and  had  an  excellent  opportunity  to  observe  the 
condition  of  R-osset  Hural  seed  potatoes  stored  in  bu.lk  in  large  bins  and  simi- 
lar stock  that  had  been  sacked  from  these  sarnie  oins  in  December.      A  large 
percentage  of  the  tuoers  held  in  bulk  storage  had  sprouts  from  1  to  2-g  inches 
in  length  o-nd  were  reported  to  have  approximately  20  per  cent  of  decayed 
stock.      The  tubers  in  the  sack  dumped  shewed  a  very  striking  contrast  to 
those  in  the  oin.      They  were  not  germinated  and  were  practically  free  from 
rot.      This  storage  house  h^s  a  total  capacity  of  55iC'CO  bushels  of  potatoes 
on  the  casement  and  first  floor.      It  is  constructed  out  of  hollow  tile  with 
ventilated  floors  and  bins  and  is  provided  with  a  complete  conveyor  and  dis- 
tri outing  system  for  the  handling  of  bulk  shipments.      In  the  late  autumn  or 
early  winter  these  enterprising  cooperators  installed  a  forced  ventilation 
system.      Owing  to  the  late  installation  of  this  system  of  ventilation  it  is 
not  possible  to  draw  any  conclusions  as  to  its  real  merits.      A  full  storage 
period  is  reiuired. 

Mr.  P.  H.  Smith,  the  genial  manager  of  the  storage  house,  is  an  en- 
thusiastic convert  to  the  storage  of  potatoes  in  sacks,      Mr.  Bert  Straw,  the 
Potter  County  Farm  Bureau  Agent  ,  is  also  very  deeply  interested  in  this  pro- 
ject. 

(V.m.  Stuart). 
April  3.  1924. 


Canton.  Pa.  Notes. 


The  potato  storage  house  of  Mr.  L.  M.  Marble  of  Canton,  Pa.  was  visited 
on  the  return  trip  from  Coudercpcrt,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  some  seed 


stock  stored  there  in  order  to  study  the  effect  of  different  types  of  storage 
on  the  vigor  of  the  plants  produced  from  said  seed.      A  siirilar  lot  of  seed  of 
the  same  strain  of  each  of  five  varieties  ^as  divided  ir.tc  thvee  lots  vvhen  dug, 
one  lot  being  stored  in  the  Department's  storage  ho-'j^e  at  Precnue  isle,  Iv^ine, 
the  second  lot  in  lir.  J-iarble-s  storage  hou-.se  with  fenced  ^ontalation  and  a 
third  in      regular  cold  storage  plant  at  Ar].:ngton  I'arin,  ?a.      The  stock  at 
Canton  was  foimd  to  have  kept  in  excellent.  ccnditicHo      Weights  were  taken  of 
shrinirsge  ivctl  d?:e  of  digging  and  part  of         steel;:  shipped  to  V/ashington  to 
be  planted  on  j?j"lington  Farnij  alongside  the  of:>f;r  tvvo  lots. 


(Wia.  Stuart). 
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^     Greeley.  Colorado  Notes. 


April  ll.  1924. 


The  vvsather  is  Wcrm  and  suite  springlrke  at  present.      Spring  work  vvas 
stii^rted  by  most  of  the  farmers  this  weeke      We  harrovved  the  potato  ground  Sat- 
■arday.      The  alfalfa  on  this  gro-und  was  crovi/ned  l&st  fall  and  the  soil  left 
rough  during  the  /riuter ,      The  same  l^-nd  .v:".ll  receive  a  deep  plowing  about  the 
last  of  April.      We  expect  -^o  finish  disciij-g  tne  alfalfa  today.      The  discing 
is  done  to  rejuvenate  th-^-  old  alfalfa  and  loosen  the  surface  soil.      It  is  noped 
that  we  may  oe  aolu  to  disc  the  old  grov.nd  this  week.      However j,  the  ground  is 
a  little  too  wet  at  tbj  b  time..      Owino;  to  the  lateness  of  the  spring  we  are  de- 
layed with  our  oat  seeding^ 

The  potato  market  rercained  steady  during  the  greater  part  of  the  -week, 
$1.15  being  paid       practically  all  dealers.      Todcty,  however,  the  narket  is  a 
little  stronger  and  buyers  are  offering  $1.25  i-®^  cwt. 

(Wi  C.  Ei'nundson). 

Fres^ue  Isle,  l^/kine.  April  6,  192.4. 

The  weather  for  the  past  -week  has  been  very  stormy  with  a  heavy  snowfall. 
The  storm  Wednesday  was  said  to  De  the  worst  of  the  winter c 

The  potato  market  has  been  a  little  stronger  this  week,  buyers  paying 
$2.15  to  $2.25  per  oarrel,  F,  0.  B,  for  C-reen  IVIountains.      Irish  Coboler  seed 
potatoes  are  worth  from  $3^50  for  good  uncertified  to  $'4,00  and  up  for  certifi-sd 
stock. 

The  road  to  Aroostook  Farmj  and  the  roads  in  general  in  this  section 
offer  very  poor  traveling.      We  find  it  necessary'-  to  walk  part  of  the  way. 

'Ae  have  filled  most  of  our  spring  orders  and  will  ship  stock  cut  this 

■week. 

Saturday  we  finished  selecting  stock  fo,-.  planting  fromi  the  I92I  and  1^22 
seedlings 

I  saw  iVr .  Anaas,  Tuesday,  and  was  a-:<rurod  I  hat  the  foro.'  acres  for  our 
seed  development  and  tuber  index  work  would  bo  ready  for  us  .vhen  we  were  ready 
top  lant . 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Fewdick  this  week  :  afrr-mc  rae  that  he  has  directed  those 
who  are  to  have  samples  of  seed  entered  fo:;  ^e.rt  '.f icaticn  this  year,  to  ship  to 
Aroostook  Farm  not  later  than  April  I5. 

(P.  M.  Lombard). 

Washington,  D.  C.  Fotes.  Apr^l  11,  l^2k. 

For  the  past  week  the  weather  has  nc'r  *:een  favoxabl?  fo::  spring  planting, 
e  was  a  rather  heavy  rainfall  the  first  p,  r  ■'■  of  t  ho  voek    the  total  precipi- 
tations being  2:36  inches.      Since  then  it  ha;,  been  cloudy  a  large  pa.ot  of  the 
time.      The  heavy  soils  in  this  vicinity  aro  j  ti?.  1  coo  wet  fov  plov/ing.  Wnc.t 
plowing  that  h£<,s  been  done  on  the  bsavy  soi/.n  vas  done  nearly  a  m;onth  ago. 


r 
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The  //riter  has  baen  doing  office  work  iiiost  of  the  time  this  .v©Ek.  On 
Wednesday  notes  wero  taken  on  the  indexed  tuber  unit  experiment  in  the  green- 
house a-;-  /.T-lington  Farm,  Vd,. 

gPYOj-al  varie.-.le?;  r (^presenting  the  diffe-^^nt  grou.os  of  potatoes  were 
ple.nved  in  povB  :lr  the  gx■oonh^use  this  week,      La.te?  these  vvil?>  bs  transplanted 
in  the  .■■ieid*      These  wore  planted  :'.n  ohs  greeriboixse  :'.n  order  thai,  the  pAiuits 
rcay  prodvce  good  blossoms  cefore  the  hot  vveatbe:-  of  the  s-T-iiTtrr  when  potatoes 
do  not  hlo5".sora  v/cll,      Ivf  good  blossoms  are  obtained  paintings  of  them  will  be 
made  for  identif r.catiov.'.  and  fi^tir.'s  reference. 

There  has  been  veiry  l:i.T.r,le  change  m  the  price  of  po-:at'jes  c^-t  any  of 
tne  principal  shipping  points  for  the  week  of  April  3  to      inclusive ,  Hov\ever, 
it  is  g.vavifying  to  note  chao  the  derrjand  v,as  stronger  and  the  prices  going  up 
at  the  end  of  -^his  p'^riod  at  a  tow  of  th-^  shipping  p^'nos.      Also  the  prices 
of  potatoes  in  Ner;  Io:.k  City  were  on  the  increase.     On  April  y  the  prices  quoted 
cvt  the  following  s-hipping  points  wore  c—  Press. iie  Isl©.  Medne,  U.  S.  oulic  Green 
Motuitains,  $1 . 50"$1  •  bO  per  cw«''^ ;  Einnoapolis,  St-  Par^l^  Mirin=,  saciied,  round 
whites,  U.  S,  No,  1  $1,15'-$1,25  per  c^t,;  G-reeley,  Colo.,  sacked,  white  var- 
ieties, U.  S-  No.  1,  $1.50  per  cwt .     Long  Island  Green  Mountains  U.  S.  No.  1, 
balk  nr-r  IGC  Ib^.  vvere  selling  for        75  -  $5.00  and  Ii&ine  grown  Green  Moun- 
tains' U.  ft.  NO:   I  Duik  per  180  lbs,  were  cringing  $3 . 75~$i-l-<00.  .Nev^^&tock 
fro-r;  Florida,  dO'-Lb le~ bead  barr sis,  Spaulding  No,        U.  S.  No.  1,  $12 . 00-$12 .  50; 
dirty,  U,  S.  No.  1  $10  ..50^'$llO0. 

(W,  M,  PeacocK), 

CIyjL^.r£-._  Illinois  Note!^ .  Apr  il  9,  192M-._ 

Or,  Fridp.y.  Atjv'.I       the  writer  inspec:-ed  a.nd  weighed  the  Spoonerj  Wis., 
and  GhsA:.Iia3,  Mich:,,  grovm  seed  stock  hel'l  5n  storage  in  the  air  huiaidity  and 
teitiperature  controlled  sto'-^age  houco  of  'che  N(^j.  th  Pif-.r  Termina.!  Warehouse  Co.- 
This  inspeo'''-ion  shj-ved  4.irite  p.lainly  that  *.'hJ-n  the  ti'.bers  vve-"c  not  bruised,  cut 
crB.cked.or  too  "iiTifXitiu'e  v;hen  z.nsy  vvor.>  jnto  stocage  they  kept  in  practically 
per.tect  condition  and  that  the  defectivo  orioz  ha'.i  lost  too  rcuch  moisture  throii^h 
tra.nsp'iration,  thereby  na-king  thejn  m''re  0^:'  lesp  ■:?pongy  .     It  simply  proves  that 
if  losses  are  to  oe  avoided  in  storage  it  is  nectsscary  to  ?-ore  oound  stock. 

(Wm..  5-:nart). 

Haf.tingG.  Florida  Notes »  Apr i?___9_-„l<:^^^ 

Wonday,  Tuesday  and  Wedn.er-ds.y  (j<pril      to        bar:  ba^v.  sper.t  ir.  the 
Hastings  district  for  the  purpr'se  of  getting  a  line  on  the  behavi^'r  cf  che  seed 
stock  planted  this  season,.     Interest  in  this  particiilar  poiao  way  aroused 
thi^ough  the  fact  that  a  rather  largo  percentage  of  the  Spc-rlding  Hess  planted 
in  thir.  section  consisted  of  ce-."tif ted  seeo.      As  a  whole  th'^  percentage  of 
diseased  plants,   of  vvhich  the  larger  part  is  due  to  mosaic  is  rclativnly  low. 
Our  counts  have  varied  froai  1-g  to  12  per  cent  <     fcmo  blackleg  oo.c-r.'s  in  aHmost 
every  lot  of  seed,  and  in  some  fields  tb-.'-  perc:e-nragc  '.vcuid  sf.er;.'  x,o  rrn.  a  little 
too  high  for  certified  seed.       It  natural-'y  orings  up  the  ^iuestion  in  one-  j 
mind  as  to  whether  the  coiwaonXy  accf^-p^ed  theory  that  the  blackleg  organism  does 
)  not  carry  over  from  one  year  to  an<^'':h:>r  ir.  the  r>o"il  is  born«  O'lt-  in  lac" .  Con" 
ditions  this  season  seem  to  have  been  cspncially  favorable  to  this  disease  as 
frequent  heavy  rains  have  kept  the  soil  saturated  with  moisture. 


\ 
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Several  coiiiplaints  havs  cocis  to  our  attention  relative  to  ssea  routing 
in  the  groimd,      As  a  -.'iile  the  gro-ver  oelievas  that  the  decay  of -the  seed  piece 
was  due  to  poor  sped  and  ie  inclined  to  place  the  blame  on  chilling  of  the  seed 
in  transit.      On?-  mf;h>.  atta-oh  greater  significance  to  sxich  claims  were  it  not 
for  the  fact  that  soxr.e  r-,rovvery  ha.ve  good  stands  xroiXi  the  same  shipfsent  of  seed. 
EuEcan  ndtur^o  G^eri-r  t(   on  pretty  each  the  saiB  wherever  one  goes;  growers  are 
seldom  willing  tc  admi^  t?aat  the  blaffe  for  poc;r  stanis  icay  be  largely  due  to 
their  ovtt.  carole^.sn^ss  in  hanili-.ng  or  in  pl3-nting  the  seed  or  to  improper  soil 
conditions  following  the  planting  of  the  crop. 

Digging  is  being  s.ctively  pushed  in  the  Federal  Point  section  this  week 
and  many  of  the  srraller  gro'-vers  v^ill  have  their  c'?op  out  of  the  ground  by  the 
end  cf  the  week.       /n  other  areas  of  the  Rs,stin,g3  district  liarvesting  vvll.l  not 
becorae  gei.eral  for  ten  days, or  more.      The  yields  secured  will  be  >3.uite  variaDlec 
SoiPB  field?,  will  run  an  low  as  I5  barrels  to  the  acre  v/riile  others  i^y  go  ^^.s 
h"!,;;!:!  a?-.  '^-}  barrels.     The  general  average  will  be  between  30  to  40  barrels  =  Up 
to  the  present  time  most  of  th-5  stock  dug  has  come  out  of  the  ground  in  a  dirty, 
muddy  unattractive  condition  and  h-as  been  mostly  shipped  on  consignment  but 
novV/ithstandlng  this  condition  New  York  and  PhiD^delphia  sales  have  been  aro-und 
. $11,00  to  $12,00  per  barrel,      'J'rack-side  -quotations  in  Hastings  on  bright  Ko.l 
stock  ranges  f^rcm  $9.00  to  $30.00  per  barrel.    From  now  on  the  stocic  '^11  gi-eat- 
ly  imprcve  in  appea.ranc3  a:,  the  land  is  c-rylng  out  rapidly.    Hand  digging  has 
been  the  only  feasible  method  of  getting  the  crop  out  of  the  wet  soil  thus  far« 


(iVm.  Stuart). 
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W.ES^.Y  rCTATO  SUIXETIN 
of  the 

OEFicE  or  hxiTvcdltdtlAL  investigations 


The  rra^erial  contained  heroin  is  not  for  puoliea-^ion  except  by 
permission  from  the  Oiiics  or:""  riort icuitural  Investigations. 


Qreele.v>  Colorado  Notes.  April  1^, 

Dm-ing  the  first  part  of  the  »veek  the  //eather  was  cool  out  at  present 
vve  are  en^ioying  beautiful  spring  weather.    We  seeded  the  oats  Saturday.  Seeding 
rx;.s  "been  delayed  tv/o  or  three  weeks  this  year  because  of  cool  'jceather.  Sugar 
beet  planMiig  is  av.  i«.a  height,  ai  the  present  time  and  by  the  end  of  the  week 
flTiOot  of  the  beet  acreage  snculd  be  planted. 


The  potato  n"a.ricet  reixained  steady  during  the  past  week,  dealers  paying 
$1..25  for  fj,  S,  Grade  No.  1.    The  a;arket  is  icuch  stronger  today.    Dealers  are 
offering  $l»4-0  per  c.vt.  and  there  are  rumors  that  they  will  offer  $1.50  very 
s  ocn. 


(W.  C.  Edmiondson). 

rres^^ue  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  April  1^4,  195^. 


The  .vecither  for  the  past  -week  has  been  cold  and  cloudy  with  considerable 
snow.      Indications  are  for  a  late  spring  in  this  section. 

On  the  10th  we  cut  seed  for  tne  "Time  of  Cutting  Experiment".  Ou.ttings 
v^rill  be  made  at  intervals  of  ten  days  until  and  including  the  day  of  planting. 

<7e  have  finished  and  treated  uith  Eot  Jormaldehyae  all  seedlings: — the 
Scotch,  Sou^h  Americctn,  old  selections  and  miscellaneous  collections. 

Twenty-one  crates  of  clo-y  pots  ctrrived  this  wee^i  -which  were  unpc-cked  and 
contents  checked. 


The       'h\  Fernald  Coracanj,  who  have  the  agency  for  the  Breen's  Grain  and 
Potato  Eip,   (Hot  Formaldehyde  Treatment)  report  that  several  h-ave  been  ordered 
for  this  section  of  the  county. 

The  potato  market  is  stronger  this  week.    Saturday  $2.50  f .  o.  b.  was 
offered  to  growers  for  Green  MoTontains. 


(P.  M.  Lombard). 

Washington,  D.  C.  Notes.  April  IS.  192^-. 

The  .veather  during  the  past  week  has  been  ^uite  typical  of  the  general 
atmospheric  conditions  for  the  month  of  April  in  this  vicinity;  i.  e.  ch^ngeaole. 
jor-cunately,  however,  there  has  not  been  any  precipitcition  sines  the  last  issue 
of  the  "Eye"  until  last  night.      It  is  raining-  todo-y. 

The  writer  has  spent  most  of  this  week  in  planting  the  potato  experiments 
at  jlrlington  Farm,  Va.    This  work  was  finished  late  yesterday  afternoon*.  The 
grc-npd  was  too  wet  to  be  in  good  condition  fo:-  planting.     It  did  not  dry  very 
rapidly  due  to  considerable  cloudiness.    On  account  of  other  urgent  work  and 
lateness  of  the  season  it  was  deemed  best  to  p  l&nt  without  further  delay.  Last 
year  this  planting  was  done  on  the  27th  and  28-.  li  of  ?/3rch. 


I 


The  potato  ncarkets  at  most  of  the  large  shipping  points  have  only  slight- 
ly claangei  d.-uring  the  week.    The  prices  at  Pres^ue  Isle,  Maine  have  advanced 
from  25  to  35  cents  per  cwt.  for  bulk  Green  Momtains.    The  prevailing  price 
for  ne.v  r-pa\-'.ldin£  ifU-  x.  0.  b.  Hastings,  Fla.  seems  to  be  $?.00  per  douDle-head 
barrels:  U-  3-  No.  1  grade » 

Th3"-s  was  an  omiss-^.on  in  the  writer's  last  vi/eek's  accorint  of  the  market 
prices  ni  potatoes.    Just  preceding  the  phrase,  "Long  Island  Sreen  Motintains" 
should  Imve  been  inserted,  New  York  City  market. 

(W.  M.  Peacock). 

Hf..s1;lng;s,  Fla.  Notes.  April  lU,  192^. 

T7ednesday  afternoon  was  devoted  to  f -art her  inspection  of  potato  fields 
in  the  Eastings  district,  a  short  trip  being  made  with  a  member  of  the  Nii: 
Produce  Co.,  and  some  further  disease  counts  taken.    On  returning  to  Hastings 
an  opportunity  was  presented  to  acco^iipany  !.jr.  Hobinson,  the  manager  of  The 
Hastings  Fotcito  Growers  Association,  on  a  drive  from  Hastings  to  St.  Augustine. 
This  trip  permitted  tne  examination  of  a  numioer  of  fields  in  the  EHzton  section. 
Some  especially  fine  fie3.c.s  vvere  noted.    A  large  percentage  of  the  Elkton  grow- 
ers are  me-mbers  of  d.he  Potato  Growers  Association  and  planted  certified  Spauld- 
ing  Hose  ptirchased  by  the  Association  for  its  members. 

Will  Scoville  and  ivi".  Middleton  hava  especially  proadsing  fields.  An 
interesting  experiment  was  noted  on  !vir.  Scoville 's  farm  consisting  in  a  com?- 
part'-tive  tesi  of  the  effect  of  cutting  seed  in  advance  of  planting  as  against 
freshly  cut  seed.    Seed  cut  four  weeks  in  advance  of  planting  had  made  a  very 
poor  stand.,  possibly  not  over  10  per  cent,  while  the  freshly  cut  seed  -lad  given 
apj.roximately  a  9O  per  cent  stand»    tfir .  Scoville  claimed  tr-at  he  had  stored  his 
cur  seed  in  harnpers  and  had  transferred  it  from  one  haj.nper  to  another  every  2.k 
ho-cTs  until  the  cut  s-arf^ces  .V5re  healed  over.    This  result  is  not  in  accord- 
ance^ 'With  data  obtained  oy  ;^r.  Lombard  in  a  more  comprehensive  test  in  which 
fresh  lots  of  seed  were  cut  at  stated  intervds  covering  several  vveeks.  It 
simply  goes  to  .show  th^t  unaer  certain  conditions  it  may  oe  safe  to  cut  seed 
potatoes  considerably  in  advance  of  planting  and  get  good  results,  while  an- 
other may  get  extremely  poor  results. 

(W.  Stuart). 

Alabama  Notes.  ^pril  1^.  192^. 

V/hile  en  route  to  Mobile,  Ala.  from  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  the  writer 
bad  some  spare  time  bet/veen  trains  at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  took  advantage 
of  the  opportunity  to  find  out.  whet  the  seed  dealers  were  handling  in  the  way 
of  potato  varieties.    A  nearly  as  we  were  able  to  determine  the  sales  had  been 
abou.to  equally  divided  between  the  Irish  Cobbler  and  the  Triumph.    These  var- 
5j|^ties  were  being  retailed  at  75^  per  peck. 

At  Mobile,  Ala.  on  Friday,  April  lij  the  *vriter  vvas  invited  to  acconroany 
Mr.  Harkins  the  president  of  the  Gulf  Coast  ^reduce  Co.,  a  cooperative  growers 
organization,  on  an  inspection  trip  of  some  of  the  nea.rDy  corrimercial  potato 
fields  in  Mobile  County.    As  in  Montgomery  tr.e  growers  of  this  section  have 


ar  e^-ocil  acreage  oi  Irisn  Cobbler  c.na  TrimiFh  potatoes.    The  cror  is  lc^t5  r 
t>an  -ap-oa.i  tr.ls  year  due  to  cool  weather  and  fre-^uent  rains.    The  icre  advanced 
aro  lookirg  very  good.    Considerable  certified  seed  was  planted  ana  is  generally 
givr.r.g  gord  satisfaction-    Some  very  pocx  --O^s  of  'TriTrqph  were  also  noted  m 
vvhi-  h  th3  percentage  of  i:::osaic  wa^  consideraDle  over  90  per  cent* 

:i.'h<;  ''-r.l-'  Coast  Produce  Gc3  sold  seed  to  its  aemDers  at  $4.75  pe^  I5O 
sack  r'ki/'o  -  he  cl  aer  seoa  dealers  charge-d  from  30^i  to  $1.00  mere. 

(7,  .  St-oart ) . 

:T3-,  O-jean^,  Lc..  Notes.  Ar^ril  lU, 

While  passing  through  Nevv  Orleans  en  route  to  Baton  Houge  an  opportunity 
was  presen-.ed  between  train-   to  spend  a  little  time  in  the  Fi'erch  market.  The 
retail  de.-lers  in  th5.s  rrark'-o  were  asicing  lOj-  a  po-ond  for  new  potatoes,  regard- 
less of  whether  bl:ey  were  I-Jt-.  I'c,  No-  2»s  or  No.  3-s.    On  expressing  surprise 
th^  t  the  sa-ne  price  was  beir  g  paid  for  marble-si?.e  potatoes  as  for  large  ones 
the  only  reply  received  vv^is  t/;a"':  ;hey  cost  the  san:.e  and  one  was  as  good  as  uhe 
othsr.    Fassii-f,  fiovi  the  retail  to  the  wholesale  side  of  the  marJ^et  it  was  foirid 
tha'o  No.  1  Tr.lunph  pcto/coG;-i  irx  50  pcuiid  splint  boxes  were  selling  for  $^»25  to 
$i:.''')Oi  No-..  2^=  for  $3,-00  uo  $3.25  and  No.  3^3  for  $2-50.    These  prices  indicated 
tljat  the  retaiJ.ers'  ma.'gin  cf  pro:.'it  on  good  No.  l^s  was  relatively  small;  cn 
No.  2'^s  i-.  vv-is  an  advance  fro"  o<^  or         yo  lOf  and  on  No.  3*s  from     to  10^ 
per  pcuni.    On  the  sa^ie  stalls  old  potatoes  were  retailing  at  IC^  for  3  pounds 
or  5*^  -"or  one  pounic    Cn  the  .vholesale  side  Idaho  Rurals  and  Iro/vn  leauties  were 
selling  at  $2.40  per  100  po*ir.i  sack. 

(W.  Stuart), 

Bet  on  "■■oup-B.  la.  Notes.  April  lU,  1924. 

Monday,  Apri]  1^4-,  was  spent  in  na-king  disease  co^onts  on  a  large  nuiaber 
of  Neoraska  straj.ns  01  Triuif.h  seed  and  a  lesser  number  of  Montana  grown  Triumph 
strains,    ConsideraDle  v^^ria^ion  vvas  noted  in  percentage  of  mosaic.    Some  did 
not.  show  any  mosaic  while  others  ran  rather  high  in  diseased  plants.  Marked 
diff oi.'ences  are  also  apparort-  in  the  vigor  of  the  plants.    Most  of  the  strains 
are  planted  in  triplicace  and  the  last  pi.anted,  or  set  3»  will  not  be  ready  for 
disease  counts  until  the  liist  of  the  week. 


The  out-of-state  giiests  are  Prof.  George  Harrington  of  Montana;  Dr.  H,  L, 
-Doiley  of  North  Dakota;  Qscrge  VS:.:s:mt.in8  cf  Soiith  Dakota-  E.,  0.  7- 3.-.t/.>t  ,  r-u- 
I-:>r{2l:-o..?  ,:nd  Js^ke-  Pedielt        Nob..-j  ska;  Itelvjn  Lv.thoi'  of  WisCdiiLiij  Johr  iicj.-.-1:i}3r 
of  Mai:,i6  and  sc^e  lailrocd  represe;:ta-cives.    Much  interest  is  being  shown  In  the 
Station  trials  plots. 

The  field  meeting  proper  is  to  be  held  tomorrow  forenoon,  April  I5,  at 
the  New  University  Jarm. 


(W»  Stuart) 
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C-eeley,  Colorado  Notes.  April  21. 

There  has  been  consid.eraDle  cold  windy  weather  d-uring  the  past  week, 
T'oday,  hc.'ever,  the  wsa^ther  is  warm  ard  apparently  settled. 

Most  of  last  week  V:'a?.  devoted  to  porting  and  sacking  seed  potatoes. 
We  will  c^ell  seed  thj.s  ysar  to  prrvotically  the  same  growers  who  purchased  o-ur 
sec-jd  ..n  1^23'      The  pi;>ovv5rig  cx  l^io  potato  grc-jnd  was  started  today.    A  few 
early  po.-atoes  will  be  planted  the  li^s'^-  of  April,  but  most  of  the  planting 
will  be  delayed  until  the  first  weak  in  June. 

The  potato  market  was  strong  the  first  part  cf  the  week,  dealers  pa."lng 
$1.3>>  per  cwc.  for  D,  3*  grade  Uo.  1.  The  last  of  tne  week,  however,  the  mar- 
ket was  very  weak  and  buyers  were  offering  but  $1.30. 

(W.  C.  Edffiundson). 

iV^nhattan,  Kansas  Notes.  April  21.  l-j2Lt-. 

The  potato  crop  is  all  planted  and  in  some  places  the  early  planting 
is  just  peeping  through  the  ground.     Ihe  acreage  this  year  is  about  the  same 
as  last  year,  although  the  crop  has  gone  into  the  ground  in  a  good  deal  better 
condition  than  it  ever  has  before.      Heavy  snows  just  preceding  planting,  to- 
gether with  a  large  percentage  of  the  acreage  planted  with  green  m&nure  crops, 
has  made  the  soil  in  excellent  condition.      Most  of  the  seed  has  been  treated. 
Considerable  has  been  treated  with  the  hot  formaldehyde  method.      We  have  a 
nurber  of  tests  outlined  on  spindle  tuber,  mosaic,  and  strain  tests  on  Irish 
CoDolers  irom  various  stations.     Our  regular  seed  treatment  tests  will  be  con- 
tinued for  another  year. 

Through  the  cooperation  of  Messrs.  Williams  &  Haney  and  Mr^  E,  D.  Aske- 
gaard  at  Moor  head,  Minn.,  we  have  d/.spooed  of  a  carload  of  Mr.  Askegaard's 
strain  of  Cobblers  to  about  thirty  gi-owerc  who  will  plant  at  least  an  acre  in 
comparison  with  the  regular  run  of  seda  they  get  on  the  rx^arket. 

2The  weather  has  oeen  fairly  cool  and  almost  frosted  one  or  two  times. 
However,  there  has  been  no  frost  injury  to  date  and  we  are  hoping  that  we  will 
have  none  this  year. 

(E.  A.  Stokdyk). 

Pressue  Isle.  Ivfaine  Notes.  April  21.  iq2'4. 

There  has  oeen  little  change  in  the  weather  conditions  since  the  last 
report  other  than  a  fifteen  in'^h  sriowfall  Saturday. 

The  potato  market  here  rerains  about  vhe  sam.e,-  $2.50  per  barrel  for 
Green  Moiontains  in  less  tr^n  car  lots. 

Lr.  Clark  plans  to  begin  netting  seediings  Monday. 

We  have  received  to  date  IcO  sample  lo  s  of  potatoes  from  parties  who 
have  applied  to  the  3ureca,u  of  Flint  Industry,  Augusta,  Maine  for  certification. 
Sc*.ijples  are  coming  in  at  the  rat-3  of  ten  ^  dciy      This  material  will  be  ^rown 
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cn  iroostook  Farm,  and  a  report  on  percentage  of  Vovrietc^l  mi.xtare  wnd  diseases 
v.i.il  oe  availaole  Dy  the  time  the  inspectors  oegin  the  first  inspection  of 
cOiXixercial  fields  entered  fcr  certification, 

F.-s^;ato  groovers  ci-re  ov..9.y  r"'r;ht  novv  treating  seel  potatoes  with  either 
Dlchloriae  of  ^ercurr  or  f o:-T:;;'i,ld£ii/iej  hot  or  cold,      Mn.ch  interest  is  shorn 
in  zhLi  "Hot  Dip*^  iccac.hine  naritifact-urad  by  the  Hattcn  Hard.vare  Co.,  Hatton, 
Forth  Dakota. 

(P.  M.  Lombard). 

vve.sh1.ngt on.  D.  C.  Notas«  A-pril  24.  1^24, 

The  vveather  since  the  last  issue  ox  the  "Eye"  ii^s  been  more  like  that 
of  the  Icvttar  part  of  ivkrch  -until  yesterdci^y.      It  is  -varm  today.    There  h^s 
Deen  only  ^  sccall  amomt  of  precipitation  c-ciring  the  last  Aeek. 

This  ^veeiv  the  Kvriter  took  notes  on  the  inde:.\ed  tuber  "onti  experiment 
in  the  greenhouse  at  Arlington  Fc-rin.,   va.      One  lot  of  certified  seed  pctc^toes 
shows  too  high  percentage  of  leaf  roll.    This  proves  that  cur-  car tif ic=.ticn 
niethods  can  ce  greatly  improved  c.nd  there  is  lUore  to  oe  learned  ctoout  the  con- 
trol of  the  virus  diseases  of  pot&toes.      In  ojajrcing  tiiese  stateixents  the  7vri- 
ter  does  not  »vish  to  reflect  Giscredit  on  tna  cartif icction  work;  but  to  point 
out  that  there  is  roooi  for  iiixroveuiant . 

The  vwxitar  is  leaving  the  Officii  this  afternoon  to  assist  J,  Norton 
■"■'ocdruff,    -ridgeton,  N.  J.  in  conducting  an  indexed  hill  unit  e:^:periiLent .  This 
experiment  ."kcis  started  Ic^-st  fall  and  is  tne  first  of  its  kind,  to  the  test 
of  zhe  .vriter's  iaiovvledge.      If  it  proves  to  oe  successful  in  eli^inf-ting 
dise^-ses  it  .vill  oe  an  aid  to  seed  potc^to  gro-vers  who  have  no'^-  greenhouse 
i-cilities  in  regions  ^vhere  the  secson  is  long  enough  to  condizct  the  experi- 
-iient  c.nd  to  grovv  a  crop  of  potj-toes  aftar  ootaining  the  results  of  the  e:<i.peri-' 
.nent . 

(W.  M.  Peacock). 

Bet  on  J,  Quae.  La.  Notes.  jxcri}  ,25.  19-^- 

AS  intinicted  in  last  vveek's  "Eye", Tuesday  forenoon,  April  I5,  was  de- 
voted to  a  field  zaeeTing  and  inspection  of  the  potest©  e;q;eri.xental  plots  lo~ 
cated  on  the  Ne..-  University  F^rm.      Snort  caoresses  .vere  rtaae  cy  rep.t  es^nta- 
tives  of  the  University  and  visitors  after  -..nich  the  party  arove  through  the' 
ne/v  catipiTs  and  noted  tne  progress  oeing  r.^ide  in  the  construction  of  a  cca:- 
plete  set  of  University  Duildings.    After  luncheon  so-iie  large  coiuiiercial 
fields  in  the  vicinity  of  Baton  Eouge  ^ere  inspected.    As  =1  rule  these  fields 
snov'ved  a  good  stc.nd  but  the  per^centage  of  .mosaic  /vas  in  sorjae  cases  rather 
Ic^rzer  than  is  desirable.     In  -he  early  afternoon  those  in  the  party  who  '.^ere 
pla.rjriing  to  c-ttend  the  field  :r  ietings  in  'i-he  Parishes  of  Lafo-ijurche  and  Terre- 
Donne  left  by  auto  for  Trdooae  i-j^i.--.      On  Wednesday  l^^rge  co-Xiuercial  pot=.to 
fields  in  tiievvicinity  of  Loci- port  >?jere  inspected  vvhile  en  route  to  Delta 
P^rms,  some  12  rrdles  oelo/v  Lo  i?'.ort.      The  potato  crop  in  this  section  gives 
promise  of  ceing      gooa  one.    I=.st  yec.r  Pel'ta  Fcjr...s  planted  two  carloads  of 
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certified  TritTcrph  seed  potatoes  and  harvested  J>8  carloads  which  v/ere  aai-keted 
b.t  a  tr^^'.-ci.  pric^!  and  netted  the  jrar^agemnnt  a.  .Viands one  profit.      This  seapor.  S 
ca';lcao,s  of  ce-.-t:Lf  i  e.i  TrtLimph  seed,  potatoes;  have  bean  planted  on.  Delta  J'arnis  and 
ta:^  Ivlcoa-^cr,  Vv,  M,  Mall-ry,        lco>-Vr'g  forv;ard  to  still  largsr  profits. 

'"'hi.:r:'.da,7.  w3  3  spent  in  the  vicinity  of  Ko\Trr,a  in  J"err er. onne  Parish,  The 
Farr.  B- rref- a  Ago^rt-,  yi? .  rjoocge  i-rcene-M.,  personally  condncted  ^^hi  to\Tr  in  vMs 
Parish  o-_n'l  -savv-  -an  an  o:oporvvin:.ty  to  st..ay  the  b-i-.haYior  of  different  I'^ts  of 
certified  fe'i'.irrch  seod  pota/coos  on  sove^^al  fcirns  and  alto  to  note  resultaut 
eifec^  of  d.'.f forent  fer '",ili?,e.7  applications  to  the  crop*     Te-robcnnB  district 
planr.cd  one  carlor^d  of  certified  seed  last  year  and  zh?  results  were  so  satis- 
fact 01  y  tried  32  carloads  have  been  planted  this  j''ea.~*«      Some  cxcGllent  fields 
were  vnctedj  and  wmt  was  still  oj.ore  gratifying  irany  growers  are  giving  the  crop 
good  cvltu-Tal  attenticn. 

Friday,  wa-:  sj;ent  in  the.  Ale.ran ii'ia:^  districOo    The  potato  crop  ibj^c  foiand 
to  be  ^i^ite  a  little  Ja,ter  rh^in  in  Lafourche  aiv-i  '-jerreb^rone  .Parishes  and  as  a 
'Aj't-.ole  did  net  show  as  good  a  stand.      In  practical iy  Qve7:y  case  v-ihere  homo 
g':-z\\T.  seed  iiad  been  planted  the  stand  was  poor  and  t/ie  pl.-rrc-  vvers  very  uneven 
in  sir-e, 

Sat-irda.y,  Mond.3.y  and  'irHiesday  were  rpent  by  the  writer  in.t?.king  notes  cn 
the  Trir.rph  strain  c(-llect:on  planted  on  t.he  I7e-v  LTnivei  si-'oy  Fsr  .Tir, .,  at  rar-c-n  Rcuge- 
Messrs  >  Harrington  and  7iale.n-jn  >  i.~ft  Suuciay  m'.;inirjg  and  fr 7l~  L,  Boj.ley  left 
in  the  ev^?:r.ing;  Messrs.  Lnt^rBi-  and  the  wrj.-ie,::  left  OJuesday  afte':"nocn  and  I'lr. 
Werner  plarined  to  leave  on  the  following  day, 

A  brief  suinrLary  o.f  the  potato  situation  in  Louisiana  this  jj-oar  based  on 
the  rather  hasty  trip  which  ic-  descriood  above  ms.y  be  stated  as  follows 

The  potato  growers  cf  I.o-ii£.iar.a  a.ro  th^'TO-ughly  sold  to  the  idea  of  certi- 
fied sectd  pot^itoec.,      Mos'c-  o?  the-?',  could  not  r.cv;  be  iadi;:;ed  i^''  plant  arything 
b-i;.t  cer"^ified  seed  potaco-T^i: »      Proba.cly  S}  pe:  cenb  of  the  soed  plaatoc.  coi-aes 
fi'om  western  Nebraska,    Too  much  credi";  cannot  be  given  to  Pi'-oi'    George  L, 
Tiebo'o.v.  Hortic-Jiltuvist  of  the  Lonisiana  i->-perlment  Stat',  oru  who  has  consistent- 
ly and  on  e\'ery  oc^';asior'.  advocated  the  ^isc  of  ceiti.C'ied  seed,     'jho  work  of  Frof, 
Tiebou::-  nas  been  splend:"dly  aid3d  by  the  hearty  cooperation  of  -che  E:'::;onr:-.on 
Department  of  the  University  thrciigh  its  director,  Mr  Perkins, 

The  boys  and  gir.ls  potato  cJa^bs  t-broughout  the  sca.te  have  TvIso  been  irt- 
striiaiental  in  f'jrtheriug  the  good  seed  pr  ^pagsn.ia-.      Thds  year  opp:oox"ca":.ely 
2000  Lo-uisiana  Do.ys  and  firlo  s::e  g,\'c>virg  teii  pornd  sacplc  lots  of  ce.vt.ifjed 
Triumch  seed  potatoes  s-ipclier'.  -io  the.^^'i  r.y  i.h~;  Ur):' v^^s  ity  vho  iir.  tir.'n  is  indebted 
to  the  Nebraska  seed  potato  jfrowers  fo'-  a  doiatir-v:  of  on^^  c^a-loa:.-  of  seed  for 
ttds  purpose.      Prof.  'Tie.M'ji.  is  p.lann;'..ng  to  ha/c  10.0''C  bov^  anl  g5rlr  par-'-ici- 
pate  in  these  tests  ne^it  year  and  '■■i  t.ha.;;  anil  i-^  .v'-nd2a.vorrng  hci^et  N'T^bras.ka 
growers  to  donate  two  Garloa,d3  of  seed,  IvL'ncana  growers  v-.-»r.e  car jj  cad  and  possibly 
a  fourth  carload  from  Wisoon.sii, 

It  shoiold  have  been  statec  th.*t.  the  25O  lots  of  certix '.f-d  Tr-l-acph  seed 
potatoes  being  tested  at  the  New  b.i: v^rsiv r  Fa:A":5  -.bis  sea-.o;.  v'vc.rf.  contributed 
by  Montana,  7/yciiiing,  North  and  Sc.ch  Dakota,  Nebraska,  Minnesota,  v/isconsin  aa:d 
Vermont  growers. 


I,. 


 .  ^  J 
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L'-T|.-rer>ente,t  rives  were  present  from  Montana,  North  and  South  Dakota,  Neoras 
W,-,r.c--i.;'-5in  and  Mai.-.ie.,  Mis?lsRipri ,  Ter.^.es'seo  and  G-eorgia,  Aere  al?o  reprenicn"';- 
od  ij/.he'-  b/:  ffi^^JC•^.:,'S  of  'Kb  'Fres'^,   q<.-  by  coi'jif.er ciai  firi-as, 

(Wm.  St-'jart). 
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Greeley.  Colorado  Notes.  April  28.  1924. 

The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  very  changeable.  Thiarsday 
night  about  three  inches  of  snow  fell  and  Friday  night  the  mercury  dropped  to 
Ik  above  zero.     It  is  not  known  to  what  extent  crops  were  injured  by  the  freeze 

The  oats  at  the  station  that  .vere  not  covered  with  snow  were  frozen. 
Soiiie  growers  report  that  beet  seed  which  had  germinated  <vas  also  badly  dairaged. 

We  will  finish  plowing  the  potato  ground  today.      The  soi  1  has  been 
in  excellent  condition  for  plowing.      Tomorrow  we  will  probably  begin  to  irri- 
gate alfalfa-     There  has  been  practically  no  potato  market  d-uring  the  past  week 
Dealers  are  not  anxious  to  buy  and  very  few  sales  have  been  made. 

(W.  C.  Edmimdson). 

PresCjue  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  April  28.  1924. 

The  weather  for  the  past  vveek  has  been  very  much  warmer.     There  is 
apparently  very  little  frost  in  the  ground.      The  roads  are  improving  daily. 
We  were  able  to  get  through  Aroostook  Farm  this  morning  via  auto  for  the  frist 
time  this  spring. 

We  finished  treating  seed  potatoes  Friday  noon  and  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  delayed  samples  of  stock  entered  for  certification  and  the  Washington 
shipment  we  are  through  treating  seed  for  this  spring. 

Dr.  Clark,  for  the  past  week,  has  been  busy  in  the  greenhouse  potting 
potato  seedlings. 

Fully  as  many,  if  not  more,  seed  potatoes  will  be  treated  this  year 
with  either  hot  formaldehyde  or  bichloride  of  mercury. 

A  large  number  of  potato  growers  are  trying  to  rig  -up  a  homemade  ap- 
paratus for  hot  fornaldehyde  treatment.      The  great  difficulty  appears  to  be 
the  matter  of  maintaining  a  high  enough  temperature.     It  is  unfortimate  that 
the  Hatton  Hardware  Company  is  unable  to  supply  the  demand  for  the  "Hot  Dip" 
treating  machine  in  this  section. 

There  are  very  few  potatoes  being  hauled  to  market  although  the  price 
varies  very  little  from  last  week. 

While  it  is  a  little  early  to  predict  the  potato  acreage  for  this 
season  the  general  opinion  is  for  a  lOfo  increase. 

(P.  M.  Lomibard). 

^    PresMue  Isle.  I\!:aine  Notes.  Apri  1  26.  1924. 


The  past  week  has  been  devoted  to  po:ting  the  potato  seedlings.  The 
number  potted  so  far  is  3370.       i  few  more  remain  vvhich  «vill  be  potted  next 
*vesk. 


Cold,  disagreeable  weather  has  prevailed  including  some  storm  and 
high  winds.      Today  has  been  the  first  clear  day  for  over  a  week.      The  snow- 
has  been  going  slowly  though  there  is  still  considerable  to  be  seen.  The 
roads  are  still  in  bad  conditicn- 

(C.  F.  Clark). 

Washington.  D.  C.  Notes.  May  192M-. 

Sines  returning  to  the  Office  our  time  h^s  been  largely  occupied  in 
catching  up  with  correspondence  accumulated  during  a  three  weeks'  absence. 

PVom  cormiijini  cat  ions  received  and  from  recent  articles  that  have  coaie 
to  oiir  attention  it  is  q.uite  evident  that  this  year's  potato  crop  will  be  plant- 
ed with  muci'i.  higher  grade  seed  stock  than  in  the  past.      In  confirnation  of  this 
statement  I  might  say  that  in  a  recent  letter  received  from  ¥x .  C.  E.  Inglee 
of  Riverhead,        I.,  he  tells  of  the  difficulty  he  experienced  in  getting  ordi- 
nary seed  stock  from  seed  dealers  in  his  county  for  use  in  making  a  comparative 
study  of  the  merits  of  certified  seed  over  that  of  uncertified  stock.      The  in- 
ference v',as  that  the  seed  dealers  had  gotten  into  line  and  were  selling  certi- 
fied seed. 

With  the  exception  of  rain  on  Wednesday  the  weather  this  Aeek  h-as  been 
clear  and  fairly  cool.      On  account  of  the  continued  cool  weather  the  season  is 
late. 

According  to  news  articles  furnished  for  the  May  issue  of  the  Potato 
Fews  Bulletin,  the  early  potato  crop  in  the  Norfolk,  Va. ,  section  is  just  break- 
ing ground.      This  is  ^uite  late  for  the  Norfolk  section. 

Weyl-Zuckerman  &  Co.  of  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  advise  that  a  noriral 
acreage  will  be  planted  in  the  Stockton  district,  and  that  a  decrease  occurs  in 
the  Los  Angeles  district. 

1^.  Peacock  expects  to  plant  the  Maine  grown  versus  South  Jersey  second 
crop  Irish  Cobbler  seed  stock  on  Mr.  Benham's  farm  at  Highwood,  Conn.,  on  the 
5th. 

Considerable  aecay  is  being  found  in  the  tuber  indexed  potatoes  which 
are  to  be  grown  in  Maine  and  Vermont  this  season. 

The  m-i.rket  price  for  nev*  potatoes  is  grad\2ally  dropping  on  No.  1  stock, 
while  ther  has  been  a  decided  break  in  No.  E  stock.      April  30  offerings  at 
Hastings,  Fla.  were  stuoted  at  $6.00  per  double-headed  barrels  of  No.  1  stock; 
No.  2's  sold  mostly  ai,,  $2.25  "to  $2-50  per  oarrel.    The  wide  difference  in  price 
between  No.  1  and  No.  2  stock  is  difficult  to  account  for  unless  it  is  due  to  sn 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  reatiler  to  sell  No.  2's  for  practiccilly  Vhe  same 
price  as  No.  I's.    In  our  opinion  such  business  ethics  result^  in  a  decreased 
demand  for  No.  2's,  and  undoubtedly  seriou.^ly  curtails  their  consumption. 

Prof.  T.  C.  Johnson,  Direc^tor  of  the  Virginia  Truck  E:q:eriment  Station, 
Norfolk,  Va. ,  was  a  visitor  this  week. 

(Wm.  Stuart), 
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The  writer  assisted  J.  Norton  Woodruff  the  latter  part  of  last  week 
with  an  indexed  hill  unit  experiment. 

The  planting  of  early  potatoes  in  southern  New  Jersey  was  later  than 
usrial  this  year.      This  lateness  was  ca,used  by  a  wet  cool  spring. 

In  an  interview  with  Walter  L.  Minch  the  writer  learned  th^t  there  is 
a  reduction  from  10  to  I5  per  cent  in  acreage  of  early  potatoes  this  spring 
in  southern  New  Jersey.    However,  in  some  snail  localities  the  acreage  seems 
to  be  about  normal. 

W.  M..  Peacock. 
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Cvreeley.  Colo.  Notes. 


May  5.  192'4. 


The  weather  has  oeen  ^luite  ciiangea-Dle  during  the  week.    Tuesday  oS  of 
an  inch  of  rain  fell.     The  tenxerat-ure  is  oelow  nor/iial  for  this  tiixe  of  the 
year.    '.iJe  firdsiied  p.lovving  the  potato  ground  Monday  and  began  irrigating  the 
alfalfa  Ti^esday.     In  dry  seasons  .nuch  oenefit  h^s  been  der'^ved  from  early  irri- 
gation but  in  wet  or  cool  seasons  very  little  advaxitage  has  been  gained  by 
early  irrigation. 

The  potato  market  was  a  little  stronger  the  last  of  the  week,  dealers 
offering  $1.00  per  cvt.  for  U.  S.  grade  No,  1,     There  is  a  general  belief  a.Lcng 
dealers  that  this  weoK  will  see  a  little  stronger  n^arket. 

(W.  C-  Edmunds  on). 
Highwo od ,  C  - nn .  Nq-^ e s  .  _  fey  8.  19^4. 

The  southern  New  Jersey  iiniDature  vs.  Maine  icature  seed  potatoes  were 
planted  May  5       Leonard       Eenhain's  farm.      Irish  Coobler  is  the  only  variety 
used  in  the  e^rperinient  at  Highwood,  Ccrm.    A  test  of  different  strains  of  Irish 
Cobblers  from  Maine,  Minnesota  and  Verrnont  were  planted  the  sau.e  day.    All  the 
seed  was  firoi  and  was  beginning  to  sprout.    The  soil  was  in  a  fine  physical 
condition  for  planting*    Due  to  txie  splendid  cooperation  and  aole  assistance  of 
¥x,  ^enham  and  his  sons  the  plant ..ngs  mentioned  above  were  finished  in  one  day. 


In  the  evening  J/jt.  ^enham  and  the  writer  attended  a  monthly  meeting  of 
The  Highwood  Jruit  and  Eegetable  Growers  Association.     In  the  early  part  of  the 
ffiseti.r-g  plans  for  shipping  vegetables  and  fruits  were  discussed.     Later  Messrs. 
Pa-ii  Kehl  and  A,  E.  Wilkin.". of  -^he  Connecticut  Agricultural  College  gave  en- 
lightening, illustrated  di::>cussions  of  local  market  possioilities  for  the  Ccn-r 
ne ct  i  cut  farmer . 

Prof.  Wilkinson  stt'ted  that  there  is  about  10%  increase  in  the  potato 
acreage  this  year  ir.  Ccrjie- 't icut ;    fhi.s  increase  being  caused  l?y  tobacco  grow- 
ers going  into  potato  prod'vCiion.     The  tobacco  growers  are  planting  the  Green 
Mountain  variety  because  i'xers  is  less  conflict  in  the  demand  for  labor  by  these 
two  intensive  crops.     IrisJi  Cobbler  is  the  variety  principally  grown  by  the  non- 
tobacco  growers, 

(W.  M,  Peacock) 

Pres^ne  Isle,  Maine  Notes.  May  3.  1924- . 

The  vveather  for  thff  past  week  has  jeen  rather  cold  with  high  winds  and 
one  day  of  rain.     Yesterday  it  rained  and  todtty  has  oeen  very  cold.     It  is 
douotful  if  we  can  do  any  .field  wcrk  this  w^e^. 

Our  time  for  the  most  part  this  wee^  ht'.s  been  taken  up  in  cutting  seed 
;^tatoes,  overhauling  machdnery  .ind  printing  stakes  for  our  plots. 

Dr.  Folsom  and  Messrs.  F/rish  and  Bond  n  froru  Orono  arrived  Thursday, 
and  Dr.  Schultz  and  family  from  Washington  arr  vod  Pridd,y. 
The  potato  market  hers  r^ni^ns  about   ti  a  Sc<me. 

(P.  M.  Lombard). 


f 


Pre^/^iie  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  IVlay  3.  iq2i4. 

ffe  have  finished  potting  the  potato  seediirags  with  the  exception  of 
thj:'ee  s:Tall  lots  in  which  the  plants  have  grown  so  slowly  ^y^t  tJooi'  .-^--"^  r^.-h  yet 
lavge  enough  to  be  potted.     The  total  n-omber  of  plc.nts  pouted  is  426/.  '  The 
pl^mts  have  become  well  established  and  are  begirining  to  grow, 

(C.  F.  Clc^rk). 

On  Monday  the  seed  potatoes  stored  in  ventilated  and  ■unvent-ilated  pack- 
ages in  MTf  Mai'blo'S  ventilated  potato  storage  house  at  Canton  vvere  inspected, 
and  wo.Tghed,  and  then  shipped  to  Pres-iiie  Isle,  Maine,  where  they  are  to  be 
p-La-,'ited  beside  rirailar  stock  stereo,  in  our  Arlington  Farm,  Va»  cold  storage 
plant,  and  in  om~  potato  storage  hoiise  on  Aroostook  Faroa,  Pres^ue  Isle,  Maine. 
Th9  oh^'^-y'y  0:?  thao  e:s.periiiient  is  to  determine  what  effect  different  types  of 
storage  has  upon  the  viteJJty  of  seed  stock.    Five  varieties  are  included  in  the 
experimsnt  ViC-  Irish  Cobbler,  Triujuph,  Early  Ohio,  Green  Mo-untain  and  2-usset 

The  general  condition  of  the  stock  of  these  varieties,  with  the  e:vCeption 
of  Rviv-ot  3:i:.a.'i,  was  good.     Th'^.  Triumph,  Early  Ohio,  Green  Mo-:nrxtain  and  llusset 
Piural  v>;e?'6  ^''-i"^-^'  tJSg^.nning  to  show  sprouts,  while  the  Irish  Cobbler  sprouts  varied 
from  one-e'lnhih  i-o  Gn3-4.t\arter  of  an  inch  in  length,    i^tuf-te  a  percentage  of  Busset 
Rural  iuber::;'  ■•vr;re  spongy  as  a  resulr  of  o:/CCvcsivo  rloss  of  moisture  due,  it  is  u^- 
lia^^ed.  to  their  hiiv;5.ng  bc3n  imruature  when  harvested.     This  variety  seems  to  be 
especially  predisposed  -co  this  type  of  t^iber  injV.ry  when  harvested  before  fully 
ripe.     In  o-.ir  opi-aion  it  woaJd  be  desirable  to  plant  the  Susset  Puiral  sufficient- 
ly early  to  permit  of  its  ripening  norjmlly  before  frost, 

(Wm.  Stuart). 


Washington,  D.  C.  NotesT,.  May  9,  192U. 

The  past  week  ha'-,   on  the  whole,   been  ratner  cool  and  dry.     High  winds 
Satiirda.y  night  and  Si^r.day  foreiioon  caused  a  rapid  loss  of  soil  moisture.  Gentle 
rains  Wednesday  night  and  Tbji'&day  forenoon  have  restored  good  growing  conditions, 
at  least  so  far  as  soil  moisture  is  concerned,      Thursday  was  cool  and  cloudy 
prac  tically  throughout  the  day. 

On  Monday  the  seed  potatoes  stored  in  the  Arlington  Farm  cold  storage  plant 
tha":  arc  intended  for  comparison  with  similar  lots  of  seed  stock  stored  at  other 
points.,  were  shipped  to  l&  v  lorabavd  at  Fret^ue  Isle,  Me.    The  tute  r  index  mater- 
ial was  also  shipped  on  the  same  c'ate. 


Mr.  S.  N.  Green,  of  the  jiu  .-eau  of  Agricultural  Sconoirdcs,  who  is  ncvv  sta- 
tioned at  Cleveland^   Ohio,  visitel  the  Office  on  //ednesday,  and  Mr,  Miller  of  the 
iforth  Carolina  Agricultora]  E^vperiment  St^ii  >n,  was  a  caller  on  Tkursday. 


(Wm.  St-uart). 
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Grsele.y,  Colorado  Notes.  i>/ig.,v  12,   19'^ 4. 

The  weather  has  oeen  -iuite  changeacle  d-jring  the  ^-esk.    The  te-iiperature 
dropped  consideraoly  below  free2iing  two  nights.     It  is  reported  that  the  cherry 
crop  in  tiae  Loveland  and  lort  Collins  district  has  been  caaly  da,i.^ged  oy  the 
late  spring  frost. 

y/e  began  treating  seed  Saturaay  using  the  oichioride  of  :::er;ury  treat- 
rf.ent .      The  hot  f  omalcenj'de  treatment  hc.s  not  as  yet  oeen  introaaced  in  the 
Greeley  district. 

fVe  planted  a  few  rows  of  Triuirph  today.    This  plaiiting  is  part  of  the 
'^tirue  of  planting"  experiment.      The  seed  for  this  experiii.ent  was  sec-ursd  from 
Mr.        S.  I'radt  of  northeastern  Colorado.      ivlr.  Iradt's  strain  of  seea  has 
proven  to  be  one  of  the  oest  strains  of  Triuniph  in  our  test  clot  work. 

The  potato  market  continues  to  De  very  inactive,  dealers  are  oifering 
but  50  to  95  cents  per  cvvt . 

( vV .  C.  Ediiiundson) . 

Hastings.  Plorida  Kotes.  May  12,  195^. 

Ojt  earlier  plantings  and  diggings  v^ere  a  disappointu.ent  generally.  The 
yields  ran  frora  1/  to  20  oarrels  per  acre.     Later  plantings  showed  an  increased 
yield,  while  our  very  late  plantings  (ic^-te  January  and  early  February)  are  turn- 
ing out  in  pretty  fair  shape,  some  of  tne  fields  going  as  high  as  70  barrels  of 
No.  I's  and  2's  per  acre. 

The  increased  yield  in  these  later  plantings  is  going  to  bring  our  sea- 
son's average  uc  a  little  higher  tticJi  .ve  estimated  it  Arould  be  when  confronting 
weather  conditions  that  prevailed  during  March. 

(H.  L.  -Tvooinson). 


Pr  e s  ^ue  Isle,  Ivlai ne  Iv  o t  e  s  .  May  15.  1924. 

The  weather  for  the  past  weei;  has  oeen  fair  ana  vvaroi,  with  hign  winds. 
The  soil  has  dried  off  rapidly  and  some  harrowing  nas  been  done  on  well  orained 
fields . 

On  Aroostook  Farm  v»e  have  been  unaole  to  do  any  field  wori\  to  date,  and 
rain  for  the  past  24  hours  is  going  to  still  further  dei^y  field  operations. 

Very  few  samples  of  stock  entered  for  certification  ha'/e  come  in  d-oring 
the  past  week.     Stock  stored  at  Canton,  Pa.  in  ventilated  and  unventilated  Pi- 
bopak  boxes  arrived  in  good  condition  Monday.    The  Pioopak  Doxes  stored  at  Arl- 
ington Farm  arrived  in  bad  condition,  with  about  half  of  tne  covers  loose,  and 
most  of  the  wires  were  gone. 

i'lore  interest  is  shown  in  improved  seed  along  the  St.  John  Eiver  this 
year  from  Van  Buren  to  Frenchville.     Consideraole  certified  stock  h^s  oeen  pur- 
chased this  spring  for  th^t  section.     The  Triuuph  variety  haS  always  tairren  a 
prominent  place  along  the  St.  John  Reiver,  nortn  of  Van  "-uren.      The  County  Agent 
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infcrms  me  that  a  car  or  tvv'o  of  certified  TriuicpL  will  oe  picinted  thei-e  this 
spring. 

(P.  M.  Lomoard). 

Washington.  D.  C.  Notes.  Ivla.v  l6 ,  l~)2.k, 

?.ainy«and  cloudy  days  accompanied  by  relatively  lovv  terrp-eratures  have 
delayed  the  develop:i.ent  of  crops  re-iuiring  smshine  and  heat. 

A  letter  received  today  fro-ii  Farm  ':-ureau  Agent ,  C.  Inglee,  of  Suffolk 
Coijnty  (L.  I.)  Y,  announces  tha-t  the  c^nnual  Long  Island  potato  field  tour  is 
to  oe  held  June  25  to  27. 

Car  lot  y  0  v:e2:ent :  -  Over  2/  per  cent  of  the  carlot  shirnvents  of  potatoes 
on  May  14  were  early  potatoes.    Of  the  total  movement  of  625  cars  Florida  is 
credited  -^ith  having  shipped  JkS  cars  of  nevv  potatoes;  Ivlaine  cajxe  next  vvith  86 
cars;  follov/ed  oy  79  cars  from  Michigan. 

Frr.ces:-  The  f.  t,  0.  price  of  Spaulding  Hose  at  Hastings  during  the  past 
week  has  ranched  irom  $]aOO  to  $7»50  f^^r  Ho.  1  stock  in  douoie- headed  D^^rrels. 
Fo.  2 ''3,  in  c.  siuiilar  packe.ge^  s.oid  for  frOiH  $3 '50        $4o50  per  barrel.    At  i'Jo- 
oile,  A.la.  ana  neciruy  pcints  100  lb.  sacks  of  Triumph  sold  for  $3.50  'to  $4.50 
per  c/vt ,  f.  0.  b^  shipping  point.     Little  change  is  noted  for  old  northern  gro.>n 
table  stock.      The  Gi'and  r>apids  f.  o.  0.  price  -uoted  for  Kusset  T.urals  on  May 
Ik  was  95a        *- -00  per  c\^t.    .vlinnsapolis  and  St  ♦  Paul  prices  were  a  trifle 
higher,  $1.00  to  $1.05. 

(Wm.  St -Liar  t) . 

Arlington  Farm.  Va.  Motes .  May  16.  l-)2k. 

It  cegan  to  rain  on  r.'l'ay  7  c.j-i'i  since  th^t  time  tnere  has  oeen  only  two 
di^ys  when  no  precipitation  has  been  recorded.    The  total  rainfall  at  Arlington 
Farm  during  this  period  up  to  eight  o'clock  this  morning  was  3»S5  inches.    It  is 
raining  now.    Heavy  and  ccntinucas  rainfall  has  caused  floods  along  the  Potomac 
Biver  and  its  trioutciries . 

Superintendent  E.  C.  I^utterf ield,  aided  Dy  the  farm  employees  and  soldiers 
from  Fort  Meyer,  fought  vigorously  day  and  night  to  save  that  part  of  the  farm 
known  as  the  flats.    The  origir-dl  dike  was  raised  aoout  tiiree  feet  by  using  bags 
filled  with  dirt.    YiTednesday  morning  the  onrushing  Wc^ters  of  the  Potcriiac  P-iver 
were  2  feet  and  9  inches  above  the  old  d.ike.    This  addition  to  the  levee  or  dike 
was  .s\ifficient  to  ward  off  the  current  of  water  and  thus  saved  tne  fl^-ts  ito.l: 
serious  erosion. 

However,  the  water  backed  up  over  private  property  and  by  3:30  Tuesday 
afternoon  our  potato  plots  were  ujider  water,    Wednesday  morning  these  plots  were 
covered  with  foiir  feet  or  more  of  water.     Since  then  the  water  has  been  receding. 
This  morning  at  11:30  our  potato  plots  were  under  S  to  I5  inches  of  water. 
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I'v  is  difficxilt  to  estiu:at;e  the  arDount  of  damage  that  bus  ^aen  done  Dy 
the  flood.      Much  will  depend  upon  the  cttiiiospheric  conditions  xor  the  next 
week.    This  aborning  the  vvriter  exaiEinea  c  i3w  potitc  plants  -.vrach  were  acout 
ready  to  e.i.erge.    l-esides  oeing  set  oacii,  the  only  apparent  injury  seeiisd  to 
be  dene  to  the  .growing  tips  of  the  plants  /vhicn  had  not  broken  through  the  sur 
face  of  the  ground.    They  are  in  oetter  apparent  condition  tris^r.  the  v.Titer  ex- 
pected after  osiiig  under  water  I'cr  6o  hours,     Ccol  .veather  I'^s  "andoubtedly 
chec_^ed  irore  serious  injiiry, 

(r.  M.  Peacoc::). 
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Greeley.  Colo.  Notes.  '  May  iq .  l^lk. 

The  weather  has  been  somewhat  vvc^riT.er  d-uring  the  past  week  but  the  tex- 
peratiire  is  still  below  normal  for  this  tiine  of  the  year,  the  soil  beins:  too 
cool  for  good  grovving  conditions.      A  n-aruber  of  conxiaints  haye  been  received 
from  farmers  in  the  Gilcrest  District  that  their  early  potatoes  were  prodmcing 
weo-k  sprouts  and  thiat  growth  is  practically  at  a  standstill.      The  surface  soil 
is  dry  and  son_e  growers  were  irrigating  their  potatoes,  but  it  is  believed  that 
this  is  a  .  3ry  poor  practice  oecause  irrigation  at  t'nls  tlzze  louvers  the  soil 
tesiperature. 


The  potato  ground  at  the  station  was  floated,  disked  and  harrowed  during 
the  week.     It  iray  oe  necessary  to  repeat  this  opsration  once  or  twice  before 
planting.      T'ot^to  planting  in  the  Greeley  Eistrict  is  done  during  the  first 
c.nd  second  wee^s  in  June.      In  cool  wet  seasons  it  h^s  been  found  that  the  later 
plantings  produced  the  larger  yield. 

The  potato  ixarket  does  not  see;x.  to  be  well  estaclished  at  the  prese-nt 
time.      Some  dealers  are  offering  Jns  -per  cwt.  while  others  are  caying  Q0<^  for 
U.  S.  Grade  Vo.l. 

( W .  C ,  Edmunds  on ) , 
Presv^ue  Isle.  Maine  ^'otes.  ¥ay  ?0,  1^2k. 

The  weather  for  the  past  w-eek  has  been  cloudy,  with  so.'e  rain,  The  soil 
h.as  dried  off  very  slowly  and  very  lit::le  field  wor'-  has  been  possible.  Simday 
was  fair  and  war-i^  'with  high  wrinds.     '  "ondav  and  todav  h?.ve  "'"ee-^  ver"^''  ccl . 

Sr.  5.  E.  brown  arrived  this  morning.    We  put  in  the  Cooperative  Fertili- 
zer Ebiperiment  this  afternoon.      We  expect  to  oegin  planting  our  plots  tomorrow. 

iW.  R.  G.  Hill,  from  our  office  in  Washington,  B .  C,  arrived  in  to.'vn 
Monday,  May  12.     The  writer  accomcanied  Mr,  Hill  to  Caribou,  Tuesday,  Arrange- 
ments were  made  with  Messrs  Darling  and  Cunningham  oi  the  Cooperative  Associa- 
tion to  furnish  potatoes  for  a  trc^nsportation  e:iperiment  t'cla  fd-ll  and  v^?inter. 
The  increased  acreage  am-ong  members  of  the  Association  will  go  higher  tric^n  10% 
and  I  believe  the  increased  acreage  for  the  county  will  oe  from  12  to  l^c, 

ViT .  E.  L„  Fewdick,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Augustci,  Me., 
called  at  the  Farm  today.    ¥t  ,  Newdick  states  that  they  shipped  a  thousand  cars 
of  seed  since  last  fall. 


Pres~^ue  Isle,  Maine  .Notes  . 


(h.  M.  Lombard) 
M&y  17.  19^-i-- 


The  potato  seedlings  are  §  rowing  very  rapidly  now.  They  are  m^iing  a 
-/triViCh  Detter  deyelcpu.ent  in  the  j-^  inch  clay  oots  whJ.ch  we  are  using  thd-s  year 
than  those  in  past  years  which  were  grown  ir.  the  Si:a,ller  p^^r affined  peeper  pots. 
One  point  of  interest  noted  in  tne  liiateriai  .'ow  growing,  which  is  believed  to 
oe  of  practical  significance,  if  the  larger  tise  end  apparently  u.ore  vigoroLis 
appearance  of  the  progenies  of  oiosses  as  ccm^  <ired  with  those  grovm  from  inored 
seed. 


V 
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The  spring  is  very  bacKWcird.     It  ha,s  been  cold  ^nd  cloudy  most  of  the 
time  with  occasion:;.!  renins.      .ut  very  little  worK  has  oeen  done  on  the  land 


/    /  in  preparation  for  planting. 

0 

(C.  F.  Clark), 

Nichols,  11.  Y.  Notes .  tViay  ^1.  1^24. 

Just  nov;  farming  over  much  of  the  East  is  very  Ictte.    Spring  was  Idte 
enough  at  best  and  now  most  of  the  last  two  weeKs  hc.s  been  lost  oy  continual 
rains.      I  was  successful  in  getting  in  oats  on  tii-ne,  thaniis  to  the  use  of  the 
tractor,  but  potato  work  will  get  delayed  if  rains  Keep  on  much  longer. 

(Daniel  Dean) . 

Ar ling. ton  Farms.  Va.  Notes.  May  22 >  192^4. 

last  Saturday  afternoon  aoout  three-fifths  of  our  potc^to  e-vperiu.ents 
were  under  a  few  inches  of  water  o,s  a  result  of  the  flood  luentioned  in  the 
last  issue.    Since  that  time  there  have  been  showers  nearly  every  day.  Con- 
sequently the  ground  has  had  very  little  chance  to  ary  out. 

Upon  the  examination  of  the  potato  experiments  today  the  sprouts  or 
stems  were  found  to  have  entirely  decayed.    The  sets  or  seed  pieces  are  appar- 
ently sound,  but  with  no  sign  of  life  at  the  eyes. 

(W.  M.  Peacock). 

Washington.  D.  C.  Notes.  May  22,  1924. 

During  the  past  week  the  weather  has  been  a  repitition  of  that  reported 
in  last  week's  "Eye".    Cool,  rainy  days  and  nights  have  still  further  retarded 
vegetation.      Today  (Thursday)  is  clear  but  cool.    Fair  and  warm  weather  is 
very  much  needed. 

It  is  reported  that  there  is  likely  to  be  a  10  per  cent  increase  in  po- 
tato acreage  in  Aroostook  County,  Maine.    If  this  report  proves  to  be  true  it 
is  an  indication  thd-t  the  potato  growers  of  that  section  are  faily  well  please^ 
with  their  returns  from  the  I923  crop.     yVhether  an  increased  acreage  is  a  wise 
move  on  the  part  of  the  growers  is  in  our  opinion  ^uestionaole .  Personcilly, 
I  would  prefer  to  see  the  acreage  reduced  instead  of  increc^sed.    A  reduced 
acreage  and  an  increased  production  per  acre  should  constitute  our  l^^^^  slogan 
This  is  the  only  logical  way  of  decreasing  the  unit  cost  of  production,  which 
is  the  crying  need  in  the  production  of  all  food  crops  as  well  a.s  of  lianufac- 
tured  products. 


The  writer  leaves  today  (May  22)  lor  Chicago  where  inspection  will  be 
rrade  of  the  condition  of  the  potato  seed  stock  in  the  North  Pier  Terminal  V'/are 
house.      After  inspecting  and  weighing  this  rici-terial  a  portion  of  it  will  be 
shipped  to  the  Spooner  Branch  Station,  Spooner,  Wis.  and  the  renainaer  to  the 
Experiment  Station  Farm,  Chatham,  Mich.,  where  at  these  two  points  the  seed 
stock  will  be  planted  in  comparison  with  a  similar  lot  of  stock  stored  there. 


(Wm.  Stuart) 
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">     Greeley.  Colo.  Kotes.  Ma,.v  cb  ,  l^c4. 


The  vveatner  continues  cool  lor  this  tiii^e  of  the  yecjr,  c^lchough  there  has 
oeen  one  or  two  Woxrii  days  during  tne  vveeK..      Tuesao-y  .23  01  cs-n  inch  cf  rain  lell 
While  this  rain  h^s  oeen  of  Denefit  to  _t,rcicticci.lly  »11  ^ro.-.ing  -,rofs,  the  sugc^r 
\  beets  probaDly  profitea  most  oy  trJ.3  rain.      The  potato  ground  .vci.s  harro^ved  Tues 

day.      The  recent  r&in,  followed  cy  the  hcurro/ving  hc^s  p-at  the  pot=i.to  ground  in 
good  physical  condition. 

We  began  cutting  potc-.to  seed  Friaa.y  and  will  prooacly  st^rt  planting 
about  the  first  of  June. 

The  potato  iTivrkst  .Va,s  &  little  more  cctive  during  the  last  of  the  wee!^, 
aealers  offering  S5  to  ;95  -sents  per  cwt .  U.  S.  gr^ae  No.  1,      Most  de^^lers  are 
of  the  opinion  thicit  th^  c^^ricet  will  oe  some>vhat  stronger  tills  vvee^. 

(  Vv,  C.  Edmunds  on ) . 

Presnue  Isle,  Iv.aine  I'otes.  il^-y  ^^7,  1^.-^. 

The  weather  for  the  po-st  weeK:  has  been  yery  favor»ule  lor  plcjnting. 
3»  E.  Brown    finisheu  Cj.anting  tne  fertilizer  plots  in  Ivjapleton  weanesdciy  c^nc 
in  Few  Sweden  Thursday,  anu.  left  for  Pennsylvania  Thursday  night  .      vvith  favor- 
able weather  .ve  shall  finish  plcJiting  on  ilroostook  lax^i  this  ween:.      .>'e  have 

four  acres  on  an  adjoining  laria  for  our  seed  aevelopxi^nt  a,na  tuber  index  wor^v 
which  we  expect  to  get  onto  Friday  or  Saturday. 

We  have  stioiixed  and  plowed  an  acre  of  Ic^nd  very  well  isolated  on  Aroos- 
took Farm  for  our  l;^ch  seedlings. 

(? .  M,  Lombard), 

Arlington  Farm,  Va.  Notes.  IVay  31.  19^^. 

This  morning  the  writer  made  a  final  e^aiiiinat i on  of  our  potato  experi- 
ments which  v,/ere  subii^erged  by  a  flood  on  the  13th  of  May.    Several  seed  pieces 
were  e^ndned  and  all  were  found  to  be  decaying  .with  no  signs  of  germinating 
again . 

The  plants  that  .vere  aug  up  while  under  water  and  nearly  three 
after  the  oeginning  of  the  inmdation  are  living.     These  plants  were  transp|.ant- 
ed  in  pots  in  order  to  study  the  effect  of  the  water  upon  the  ^ants  up  to  the 
time  mentioned  above. 

Since  the  Sth  of  1^'^ay  8.53  inches  of  rain  has  fallen  at  Arlington  Farm. 
During  this  time  precipitation  haS  been  recorded  on  I5  days.     The  average  annual 
precipitation  is  43  inches. 


(W,  M .  Peacock). 


[ 
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>    i/ashinston.  D.  C.  ■■Tctes .  Ma.y  51,  19-^- 

Iv!essrs.  3oul"^er  c<-nd  T'orner  of  Charlottet ovvn,  P.  E.  I.  .iiere  visitors 
at  the  Office  on  i\6o2?.dci,y,  ifey  2o.    iJ^'i' .  ..ou.lter  reports  that  tney  hxs-ve  nad  a  dr^/ 
scell  in  Trice  iidward  island  tnis  spring.    A  Oiuch  larger  acreage  will  be  entered 
for  seed  cert ificai::. on  tnis  ^s=.r  thic^n  last,  as  a  result  of  satisfactory  sale  of 
the  1923  crop  of  certified  seed.     The  visitors  left  for  Norfolk  in  the  ifvaning. 

Ilains  have  ceen  more  or  less  continuous  up  to  f-.&y  30* 

(Win.  Stui^rt). 

Travel  Notes.  iVLay  )1.  l-^c.^. 

Friday,  I',(iiy  23,  v^'as  spent  in  taking  notes  on  the  Wisconsin  and  Mchiigan 
grown  lots  of  seed  potatoes  stored  in  a  warehouse  of  The  North  rier  Terndnal 
Warehouse  Co.,  Chicago,  111.      These  potatoes  were  held  in  half-bushel  and  Du- 
shel  fibre  paci-3,ges  throughout  the  storage  period.      They  were  fcunfi,  v^;ith  few 
exceptions  at  least,  to  De  in  e:vcellent  conai'cion.       In  Doth  the  white  and  I.us- 
set  Rurals  there  were  a  nuiiiDer  of  tubers  that  v'vere  spongy  to  the  touch.  This 
condition  was  in  our  ^udgrrient  due  to  their  being  im.iat-'jre  when    harvested,  thus 
furnishing  conditions  mr-i-e  favorable  to  Druising  or  skinning  of  the  tuberv.when 
harvesting  it. 

The  t.\o  lots  of  seed  vvere  /»eighed  and  prepared  for  shipment  to  the  Spoon- 
er  Branch  Station,  Sj.. ooner,  Wis.,  and  to  tne  SLvperiment  Station  FariL  at  Chatham, 
Michigan.      Saturday  forenoon,  Rlay  24,  w^s  spent  in  conference  with  Frof .  Mil- 
ward  at  iv^adison,  V/is,    According  to  Frof,  i'.'ilw=.rd  the  rVisconsin  potato  grovvers 
are  planning  to  plant  a  normal  or  slightly  above  normal  acrec^ge.     He  is  looking 
forward  to  a  very  niaterial  increase  in  acreage  entered  for  certification  this 
season.      Plans  are  well  under  way  looking  toward  the  f  oriijaticn.  of  a  certified 
seed  potato  sales  organization  by  the  gro/vers. 

A  consideraole  quantity  of  tubers  were  inSfi^ed  at  the  Wisconsin  Station 
during  the  winter. 

The  season  is  backward. 

(Wm,  Stuart), 
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Greeley.  Colo.  Motes.  Jrjie  2 .  l-^2'4 

Eain  has  fallen  every  day  during  the  week.      The  total  precipitation 
recorded  at  the  station  was  2,56  inches.      All  rivers  in  tills  vicinity  are  flcia?: 
at  full  capacity  and  there  is  every  indication  thaz  the  flood  stdge  iray  soon 
be  reached. 

We  finished  cutting  seea  today.      Seed  which  hjas  oeen  cut  for  wseii 
is  in  excellent  condition.      The  cut  seed  h^s  been  spread  out  in  the  bins  of 
tfc^  potato  storage  cellar  at  a  depth  of  three  or  four  inches.      This  ss'steui 
of  handling  cut  seed  has  been  follovt^ed  for  the  past  five  years  with  excellent 
results.      As  soon  a.s  the  potato  ground  becoixes  smficiently  dry  it  will  ce 
disked  and  harrowed  before  planting. 

A  trip  was  nade  to  Gilcrest  Monday  to  inspect  the  early  potatoes  of 
th^t  section.      It  was  four.d  that  rtcst  of  the  potatoes  had  gerii.inc.ted  ana  in 
most  fields  the  stand  was  good.      According  to  reports  irom  gro»ver3,  better 
seed  has  been  planted  in  the  Gilcrest  section  this  year  tn^^n  in  pre/icus  years. 

(  w  .  C .  EdiXiundson ) . 

Pres-._-ae  Isle,  -/laine  Ifetes .  IVfexv  ^1.  l^ylH- 


The  v.eather  for  the  past  week  haS  been  cold  with  high  winds.  Plant- 
ing operations  on  iirooct.ock  Farrra  were  held  vp  cne-h^s-lf  day  trJ.s  .veek  by  rain. 
We  fimshed  our  experimental  plots  on  Aroostook  F&rm  Thursday  afternoon  aoout 
two  thirty  and  shafted  operations  to  the  Annas  farm,  where  our  .seed  develop- 
aicnt  and  tuber  index  i(Sif,t£rial  was  planted.    We  finished  planting  this  -Xciterial 
Saturday  night. 

Very  few  potato  grov.ers  nave  finished  putting  in  their  crop  to  date, 
however,  ^uite  a  large  per  cent  of  tne  growers  have  the  culk  of  their  seed  in 
t  he  gr  ound . 

(F.  M.  Lomcard). 

Washington.  D.  C.  Notes.  June  6 . 1924 

The  vveather  during  the  pcs,st  week  has  sho.vn  soils  i-.p-roveiiient  over  thxd,t 
of  the  preceding  one,  out  the  teicpercit-ure  is  not  yet  in  keeping  vvith  thus  sea- 
son of  the  year,  ceing  still  rather  too  cool  for  the  best  gro.ving  conditions. 

Plans  hiave  been  made  to  plant  tne  indexed  tuoers  on  ?.1r.  E.  S.  Srighsin's 
farm,  St.  Aloans,  Vt.  on  the  13th  ^nd  l4th,  proviaed  the  wsathsr  permits. 

Invitations  have  been  received  m-g-ng  the  writer  to  attend  the  New 
Jersey  and  Long  Island  potato  tours.    The  New  Jersey  tour  will  be  held  June  23 
to  24,  and  the  Long  Island, June  23  to  27. 

Potato  Shipments  .-On  May  }1  South  Carolina,  shipped  302  Cc^rloads  of 
new  potatoes;  AlabaiJa  141;  Louisiana  56  and  1  orth  Carolina  6.     On  the  same  date 
the  heaviest  old  potato  shipments  were  from  Iv';.chigan,  Wisconsin  and  Mirjiesota, 
with  105,76,  and  34  carloads  respectively.      I'xx  June  4  South  Cacrolina  is  cred- 
ited with  291 ;  Alaba^xa  79;  Norfi  Carolina  58  aid  Louisiana  I7 , car loctds .  Michigan 
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on  the  saixe  date  shipped  75 J  Wisconsin  ^'^  ^.nd  Minnesota  3^  CcO" loads  of  old 
potatoes. 

Pr  i  c  e  s .  -  The  trend  of  prices  paid  for  ne.v  potatoes  at  shipping  point 
has  been  downward.     In  the  Char  lest on- Me gget  section  of  South  Carolina, U.  3. 
No.  1  potatoes  in  cloth  top  slat  carrels  v^ere  quoted  at  $3o^       $3'75>  ii^ostl.y 
$3'50>  vvhile  cloth  top  stave  bcirrels  Drought  $^.00  to  $4,35j  -liostly  $^.25  per 
barrel.     U»  S.  No.  2  stock  sold  at  $1.75  'to  $2.0Di  Mooile, Alaoa:x^  Triurqchs  sold 
at  $1.75  F©^  sacs,  -vith  a  fe//  bringing  $1.S5  to  $1,90. 

Shipping  point  sales  of  U.  S.  No.  1  Triuniphs  in  the  Eagle  lake-Wharton 
district  in  Texas,  on  June  4-,vv«:2e  reported  to  be  $2.00  per  hunared  pounds  for 
the  best  with  a  few  as  low  as  $1.50. 


(VVrL,  Stuart). 
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D en ver .  Colorado  Ngtes . 


June  9,  192^- 


The  weather  has  oeen  warixi  during  the  past  week.      There  have  oeen  a 
nuirber  of  light  showers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  station  while  other  localities 
not  far  distant  have  been  visited  with  heavy  rains  and  daoaging  hail  storms. 

vi/'ednesday  the  potato  gr-ound  vvas  disked  and  harrowed  which  put  the  soil 
in  splendid  cond-j-tlcn  for  planting.      We  oegan  planting  Thursaay  and  will  prob- 
ably finish  by  the  m:.dale  of  tliis  week.      Seed  wMch  was  cut  two  weeks  in  ad- 
vance of  plffjiting  was  in  excellent  condition  when  planted.      Many  potato  grow- 
ers will  be  late  this  year  with  their  planting  owing  to  heavy  rains  delaying 
theni  with  their  plowing.      Late,  plantings,  however,  have  proven  vary  satis- 
factory in  the  Greeley  District,  especica-iiy  in  cool  seasons. 

(W.  C.  EcLnrunds  on ) . 


Fresnue  Isle,  Elaine  Notes .  J-'jne  10,  l-j2^. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  ceen  fair  and  war.ri.      We  h^ve  had  very 
little  rain  since  the  middle  of  May  and  the  ground  is  getting  very  dry. 

There  are  out  very  few  farmers  in  this  section  who  hive  not  finished 
planting  potatoes.      Already  cult''arci.l  operations  have  been  oegun. 

A  few  cars  are  being  loaded  in  ?resu"^e  Isle  this  week.      Good  Green  i.Ccun- 
tains  are  selling  at  $3-00  per  barrel. 

(P.  M.  Lombard). 


Ires^ue  Isle,  Maine  Notes.  June  7.  1924. 

Potato  planting  is  nearly  at  an  end  in  this  section.  While  no  acCvorate 
information  regarding  the  acreage  has  been  received  the  general  opinion  is  th^t 
it  is  at  least  e^ual  to  that  of  last  year  and  possioly  slightly  larger. 

The  planting  of  the  greater  part  of  our  experimental  work  vaas  completed 
a  week  ago  today  though  a  few  sirB.ll  lots  were  put  in  this  week,  the  last  oeing 
planted  yesterday. 

Yilth  the  exception  of  two  warm  days  during  the  past  week  the  weather  haS 
oeen  cold,  cloudy  and  windy. 

(C.  F.  Clark). 

Washington.  D.  C.  Notes.  June  11,  1924. 

Prof.  Wmi.  Stuart  and  the  writer  leave  -.oaxirrovv  morning  for  St,  Albans, 
Vermont,  where  we  will  plant  lyOO  indexed  tu.-icr  units  in  an  isolated  area  on 
the  farm  of       S.  Irigham,  Commissioner  of  Agriculture.      This  is  the  second 
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yedX  that  this  experiment  has  oeen  conducted  on  Cozuffiissioner  irigham's  farm. 

(Vv.  M.  Feacock). 

Washin&ton.  D.  C.  Notes.  June  11.  l'-j24. 

Eainy  and  clomy  weather  still  i^redominates .      Friaay  and  Saturday  of 
last  week  were  fair.      Severe  thmderstorn-.s  Sunday  afternoon  and  heavy  showers 
during  the  night  served  to  saturate  the  soil  with  moisture  and  lower  the  tein- 
perature  to  a  point  where  furnace  heat  in  tne  home  was  aiiiost  necessary  for  co.a- 
fort . 

Potatoes  are  naking  a  satisfactory  growth  out  they  are  not  going  to 
bloom  freely. 

The  frequent  rains  and  generally  saturated  conaition  of  the  soil  does 
not  permit  of  cultivating  the  crop  as  often  as  desiracle  in  oraer  to  prevent 
weed  growth  and  keep  the  soil  loose  and  well  aerated. 


(Wm.  Stuart ) . 
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Greeley.  Colo.  Notes. 


June  16.  1924. 


The  Aieather  during  the  past  week  has  oeen  hot.      Three  ^r  four  days 
during  the  week  the  teinperature  was  aDout  100  aegrees. 

vVe  finished  planting  potatoes  Tuesday,  June  10.      Immediately  o-fter 
the  planting  was  cocpleted  the  potato  ground  was  given  a  deep  cultivation 
followed  by  a  light  harrowing.    Practically  all  the  late  crop  of  potatoes 
will  be  planted  by  the  end  of  this  .veek. 

A  number  of  telephone  calls  h^ve  been  received  from  potato  growers 
saying  the  early  potatoes  were  suffering  badly  from  the  heat.    A  trip  was 
made  to  Gilcrest  Wednesday  and  it  was  found  that  the  early  crop  was  produc- 
ing a  fairly  satisfactory  growth  but  most  fields  were  in  need  of  irrigation. 

We  finished  irrigating  the  alfalfa  Saturday  and  will  pnobably  start 
cutting  the  first  crop  of  hay  aoout  June  20. 

(V/.  C.  Edmundson). 

Pres^ue  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  June  15.  1924. . 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  warm  and  dry.    'Shis  section 
is  very  badly  in  need  of  rain.    The  fair  weather  has  enabled  growers  to 
work  their  potatoes  with  cultivator  and  horsehoe,  and  unless  ve   get  a  pro- 
longed rain  soon  indications  are  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  do  much 
hand  hoeing  this  season. 

Potatoes  planted  on  the  Anaas  field  May  30  and  31,  which  include 
the  tuber  index  and  seed  development  material,  were  breaking  through  the 
ground  Saturday,  whereas  material  planted  on  the  State  Farm  as  early  as 
r&.y  20  have  not  come  through  yet. 

We  have  been  over  all  our  plots  on  the  State  Farm  once  with  culti- 
vator and  disk  horsehoe. 

A  few  cars  of  Green  Mountains  were  loaded  and  shipped  fi:  om  this 
section  this  week.    The  price  paid  to  growers  was  $3.00  per  barrel. 

An  acre  of  ground,  stumped  and  plowed  this  spring,  will  be  fitted 
Monday  for  our  new  seedlings  in  the  greenhouse,  which  will  be  transplanted 
to  the  field  this  week. 

(P.  M.  Lombard). 

Presnue  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  June  Ik,  1924. 

The  potato  seedlings  which  are  growing  in  the  greenhouse  are  now 
large  enough  for  transplanting  in  the  field.      Up  to  the  present  time  we 
have  not  considered  it  safe  to  put  them  our  because  of  danger  of  frost.  It 
is  planned,  however,  to  set  them  out  dui'ing  the  coming  week  unless  unusually 
cold  weather  prevails. 
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The  potatoes  planted  in  the  field  are  germinating  rather  slowly  because 
of  the  cool  i^'eather.     Since  the  seed  is  in  excellent  condition  it  is  tzselieved 
that  a  good  stand  will  eventiaally  be  obtained. 

The  weather  remains  cool,      Hain  is  needed  for  shallow  rooted  plants 
though  there  appears  to  be  plenty  of  moisture  in  the  deeper  layers  of  soil. 

(C.  F.  Clark). 

Washington.  D.  C.  Notes.  June  £0.  192M'» 

When  the  writer  returned  from  St.  Albans,  Veripont,  Tuesday  afternoon, 
he  quickly  discovered  that  real  V/ashington  summer  weather  had  arrived  during 
his  absence.      The  range  of  temperature  for  the  last  few  days  has  oeen  varying 
from  67  to  92  degrees  Fahrenheit.      It  was  84  degrees  F.  in  the  Dffice  this 
morning  at  eight  o'clock.      The  relative  humidity  has  had  about  the  same  range 
and  at  eight  P,  M.  Tuesday  it  was  95'      There  have  been  a  few  local  thunder- 
showers  during  the  week.      Wednesday  afternoon  .59  inches  of  watier  fell  in 
about  one  hour.      These  showers  seemed  to  refreshen  and  cool  the  atmosphere 
for  only  a  short  time.      Thunder showers  are  predicted  for  today  by  the  U.  S4 
Weather  Bureau. 

The  writer  is  making  preparations  to  plant  one  of  our  expericsnts  at 
Arlington  Farm  today. 

The  market  demand  for  old  potatoes  is  dull.  On  June  I7,  prices  for 
new  potatoes,  f.  0.  b.  shipping  points,  seemed  to  vary  from  $2.75  $3*^0  per 
cloth  top  stave  barrel  for  U.  S.  No.  1  grade.  The  saii^e  in  most  of  the  whole- 
sale city  narkets  brought  from  $3 '50  to  $4-. 00  per  barrel.  This  morning  the 
writer  priced  some  good  looking  U.  S.  No,  1  Irish  Cobblers  from  North  Carolina 
in  the  wholesale  market  here  and  was  told  that  the  price  was  $3«75  per  165  It, 
baxre.l. 

Sunday  the  writer  leaves  for  the  New  Jersey  and  Long  Islanfi  potato  tours 
and  after  conpleting  the  tours  will  go  to  Connecticut  and  southern  New  Jersey 
to  take  notes  on  our  experiments. 

(Wi  M.  Peacock). 

Montpelier.  Vermont  Notes.  June  17.  1S24. 

When  Peacock  and  the  writer  stepped  off  the  train  at  St,  Albans,  Vt 
early  Friday  morning,  June  13,  they  felt  perfectly  at  home  because  it  was  rail, 
ing  and  looked  as  if  it  was  a  repetition  of  Washington  weather.  A  little  late 
however,  this  surmise  was  rudely  shattered  when  they  vvere  inf  orce  d  that  it  was 
the  first  real  rain  that  had  fallen  since  May  20.  Crops  were  actually  being  r 
tarded  in  their  growth  through  a  lack  of  moisture  and  hillside  pastures,  where 
^  ledge  rockscame  near  the  surface,  were  showing  brown  spots. 

The  rain  ceased  during  the  afternoon  and  planting  of  the  indexed  tubers 
on  E.  S,  Brigham's  farm  wcis  undertaken  Sa.turday  forenoon  .    Dr.  Lutman  of  the 
University  of  Vermont  arrived  before  planting  began  and  assisted  in  keeping  a 
record  of  the  tubers  as  planted.    About  one-half  of  the  indexed  tubers  were 


planted  on  Sa-tiardsiy  and  the  balance  were  put  in  on  Monday.    Friday's  rainfall 
has  ftirnished  sjifficient  moisture  to  induce  a  ^uick  germination  of  the  seed 
pieces,  but  additional  rain  will  soon  be  necessary  to  continue  good  growing  con- 
ditions.    Mr,  Peacock  returned  to  Washington  Monday  evening. 

On  Tuesday  the  writer  superintended  the  planting  of  soar.e  bulk  lots  of 
Irish  Ccboler  and  C-reen  Mountain  seed  potatoes  produced  on  the  Brigtam  farm  last 
year,  and  departed  for  Montpelisr  in  the  evening  en  route  to  East  Corinth,  Vt, 
to  inspect  the  seed  farms  and  potato  storage  house  operated  by  Julian  S.Dimock, 

The  weather  was  fairly  warm  today,  June  I7,  and  there  is  soxe  indication 
of  rain. 

Prospects  for  a  good  hay  crop  in  western  Vermont,  at  least, are  notppromr- 
ising  unless  abundant  rains  come  within  the  next  week  or  ten  days. 


( vVm.  Stuart )  ♦ 
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Greeley,  Colorado  Notes . 


J-une  2  3  ,  1^2^ , 


The  ■'^ea.thes'  has  been  hot  dxiring  the  past  week,  the  tenip-erature  oeing 
about  ncr.nal  for  this  time  of  the  year. 

Ls^.e  potatoes  .ha,^'e  not  yet  germinated,  cwirig  to  the  late  date  of  plant 
ing  this  -• ■■  -   oe^is^ed  thai-  the  st-and  Vv'ill  be  generally  good.  SciXie 

growers  who  have  ji.f^T.  fiiJ-S.'ied  plant.'.ng  th^j.r  late  potatoes  state  that  they  vvi 
probably  ha'^e  to ''irr.'' gate  up"  in  order  tc  insure  a  good  stand. 

We  began  cutting  alfar.fa  July  1^  and  with  continued  fair  weather  will 
probably  start  stacking  aoout  the  25th  or  26th. 

Two  bushels  of  our  Rural  strain  were  taken  to  Estes  Saturday.  These 
will  be  grown  there  this  year  and  returned  to  the  station  this  fall  for  plant- 
ir^g  at  the  statior  in  ip24.      This  will  give  us  an  opport-unity  to  conpare  the 
mountain  gro.^n  seed  with  that  grown  at  the  station. 

(W.  C.  Edifiundson) . 


Fres^ue  Isle.  Maine  Foves.  June  2k,  1924. 

The  weather  coi;tinv.'?s  to  be  very  v/arm  and  dry.      The  few  very  light  ' 
showers  that  have  fali^i^n  have  not  relieved  tlie  situation  at  all. 

Last  Wednesday  and  ■.C'i'arsday  the  1924  seedlings  were  transplanted  to  the 
field.      Since  then  we  have  had  very  hot  dry  winds. 

<  The  hay  crop  will  be  spb.11  and  the  oats  and  wheat  crop  will  be  light 
with  very  short  straw. 

(P.  M.  Lombard). 

Pres^ue  Isle,  Maine  Notes.  June  21,  1^2k. 

The  potato  seedlings  have  been  transplanted  in  the  field  during  the 
past  week.      The  tott-l  nunber  set  out  was  JUOO.      The  3-|  inch  clay  pots  in 
which  the  plants  were  grovvn  this  year  have  proved  to  be  much  more  satisfactory 
than  the  smaller  paraffin  paper  pots  which  we  have  used  in  former  years.  IViuch 
larger  plants  were  obtained  during  the  sa:Le  length  of  period  of  growth  and  a 
more  extensive  root  sysvem  was  developed,  consequently  the  plants  could  be  set 
deeper  in  the  soil  at  the  time  of  transplanting  which  has  resulted  in  compara- 
tively little  wilting. 

(C.  F.  Clark). 

New  Jersey  Potato  Tout  Notes .  Jvne  25 ,  1Q24. 

The  writer  left  Washington  last  Sunday  afternoon  and  started  on  the  New 
Jersey  potato  tour,  Monday  m.orning  at  New  Prm-iswick.     The  first  stop  was  at  the 
farm  of  Spencer  Ferrine ,  Cranbu_ry,  where  JS  lots  of  southern  New  Jersey  certi- 
fied seed  were  inspected.     The  second  stop  afforded  an  opportunity  to  look  over 
the  work  being  done  in  the  cannery  and  greenhouses  on  the  Forsgat  e  farm,  under 
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the  supervision  of  Miss  Landiijan.    All  the  surplus  fruits  and  vegs  tables  that 
are  not  used  in  the  fresh  state  in  their  cafeteria  in  Newark,  N.  J.  are  pre- 
served and  used  there  later.     The  next  place  of  interest  was  the  farm  of  Charle 
rToca=co>  Eightsto'An,;  v/here  an  opportunity  was  given  to  otserve  a  number  of 
lots  of  seed  from  different  sources.      In  the  aft.srnoon,  seed  source  and  varied' 
tests,  including  lots  of  seed  from  all  of  the  iiiportant  seed  grooving  states  anc- 
from  Frince  JUd'-vard  .Vsiand  and  rJeiv  Eruriswick  were  inspected  on  the  farm  of  Harve 
Dey,   on  the  Eight stown  and  Freehold  road.      The  ne:it  stop  was  at  the  farm  of 
Earl  Dilatush,  EoDoinsville ,  where  33  varieties,  including  8  from  Germany  were 
planted  on  very  scabby  land  to  determine  to  what  extent  varieties  are  subject 
to  scab.    A  dusting  demonstration  was  also  put  on  at  this  farm.     Lunch  and  sup- 
per were  served  by  the  ladies  of  Eights  town  Grange  in  a  grove  along  the  Eights- 
town  Lake.    After  supper  the  audience  listened  to  brief  talks  foy  Lr.  Wm.  fJartin, 
Dr.  M,  F.  Larrus,  Dr.        L,  Kizon,  Mr.  Allen  G.  Walier,  Mr.  Jolin  L.  Scribner, 
Mr^  J»  M«  Eurley  and  the  writer. 

The  next  day  the  touT  proceeded  to  Monmouth  County.    The  first  stop  was 
at  the  farm  of  Will  Clayton,  Clarksburg.     Bere  another  opportunity  was  given 
to  study  a  seed  source  and  variety  test .      The  next  stop  was  at  the  farm  of  Wm. 
C.  Patterson,  Ardena,  where  seed  sox^sce  and  variety  test  plots  and  fertilizer 
experiments  were  inspected.    On  the  farm  of  I .  B»  Van  Derveer,  Freehold,  an  ex- 
tensive fertilizer  test  was  st-ad:-ed  with  m-ach  interest.     This  test  included  39 
different  fertilizer  mix ^sv^res -    The  principal  addresses  of  the  day  were  deliver- 
ed by  Frof»  Alva  G.  Agc-e ,  It,  T.  J,  Eeadlee,  Dr.  M,  F.  Earrus,  Dr.  E.  L,  Mxon, 
Dr,  Wm,  B.  RCartin  and  Allen  G.  Waller. 

Much  interest  was  shovm  throughout  the  two  days  and  it  may  be  considered 
a  profitable  and  siaccessful  tour  M^i'dging  from  the  interest  taken  by  a  large 
number  of  local  growers  and  visitors  who  were  on  the  tour.      The  tour  was  well 
conducted. 

Most  of  the  potato  fields  looked  exceedingly  good.     Somei^ields  showed 
the  effect  of  too  much  rain.    There  has  been  about  10  to  155^  redaction  in  potato 
acreage  in  Mercer,  Middlesex,  and  Monmouth  Coimties,  however,  the  prediction?, 
is  that  there  will  be  10  to  1^%  increase  in  prodiicticn  if  the  weather  conditions 
are  favorable. 


Another  factor  of  interest  in  these  counties  is  the  change  in  acreage 
of  the  varieties  planted  this  year.     There  has  been  a  big  decrease  in  the 
acreage  of  American  Giants  planted  and  an  increase  in  that  of  the  Irish  Cobbler. 
It  was  said  that  about  b^fo  of  the  potatoes  planted  this  year  in  t  he  three 
counties  mentioned  above  are  Irish  CobDlers. 

(W.  M.  Peacock). 


Vermont  Notes.  June  2  7.  igPU. 

Vi^ednesday,  June  18,  was  spent  at  East  Corinth,  Vt.,  inspecting  the  seed 
"cotato  fields  and  potato  storage  house  of  Julian  Dimock. 


These  fields  are  located  on  several  farms  in  the  vicinity  of  Sradford 
and  East  Corinth,  Vt .  and  near  Pike,  N.  H.  and  include  approximately  100  acrea. 
Nearly  foior-fifths  of  this  acreage  is  planted  with  a  selected  strain  of  Pride 
of  Vermont,  and  the  balance  with  Irish  Cobble:',  Tri-umph,  and  Spaulding  No. 4. 
Planting  was  completed  about  Jime  12.     The  first  planted  fields  were  sufficiently 
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germinated  to  outline  the  rows, 

Tbs  potato  storage  house,  located  at  Bradford,  Vt .  is  US  x  72  feet  in 
dimension  and  consists  of  basement  a-nd  first  story  with  a  storage  capacity 
of  about  30,000  bii-hels.  Provision  has  oesn  made  for  forced  air  circulation 
witMn  th'j  storage  hctise  and  is  reported  to  he.ve  been  ^uite  satisfactory  in 
removing  ezcsr.s  raoiclu-^e  givin  off  by  the  potatoes  In  the  early  portion  of  the 
storage  season.  1'ho  crop  of  certified  seed  potatoes  carried  over  the  season 
in  this  storage  house  are  reported  to  have  come  through  in  excellent  conditio-, 

Thursday,  Juiie  I9,  was  spent  in  thr.  vicinity  of  Sprrlng^'^isld,  Vt .  in 
■iUest  of  some  suitaole  field  on  which  to  plant  isolated  seed  plots.    The  .vrit- 
er  was  similarly  occupied  in  the  vicinity  of  Gardner  and  Winchc^ia^B,  Mass. 
.  on  the  2:4th.    The  25th  and  2&th  /^ere  devoted  to  attending  the  Nassau  and  Svf- 
folk  Couiity  Farm  Bur^iau  Potato  Field  Tour  on  Long  Island,  77ednesday  being  de- 
voted to  inspection  of  field  strain  tests  in  Nassau  County,  the  starting  point 
being  made  from  Mineola,    The  first  farm  visited  was  that  of  George  Hegeman  of 
Greenvale.    Stop  No.  2  was  mads  at  Sichard  Bergman's  of  Plainview.    Stop  No. 3 
was  for  dinner  at  the  new  Massar.e^ua  Grange  Hall,  south  of  Central  Park. 
Three  stops  were  made  for  inspection  p-urposes  in  the  afternoon,  the  last  being 
9!ade  at  the  State  .institute  of  Applied  Agriculture  near  Farmingdale,  where 
out-of-tovm  gue^>'GS  were  taken  care  of  for  the  night.    Short  addresses  were 
made,  at  practically  eve~'y  dt-mcrstra,tion  plot  visited,  oy  some  memoer  of  the 
party,  n  On  Thvrs.-'O,--  the  pa-^ty  left  the  School  at  6:15  A-.  M.  en  route  to  Eiver- 
head,  L.  I,    Durin^^  tlie  trip  stops  were  made  at  the  farmis  of  J.  A.  Wyckoff, 
Greenlawn,  and  G-  <3;  J«  '-lohorsb.    Dr.  F.  M.  Barrus  of  Cornell  University  dis- 
cussed the  subject  of  ''Progress  Toward  Better  Seed  Through  Disease  Control" 
at  the  first  step  and  Dr.  E.  V«  Herdenburg  on  potato  fertilization  at  the  sec- 
ond stop.    After  tbsse addresses  the-party  proceeded  to  Eiverhead.     In  the 
afternoon  the  seed  demonstration  plot  on  the  fd;:m  of  L,  E.  Downs  of  Southampton 
was  inspected.    At  ttJ:.s  time  E,  W.  Van  Druxit  of  Soutliampton  explained  the  me- 
thod of  selecting  strain  samples  for  the  demionstration  plots.    This  consists 
in  the  taking  of  samples  by  a  Farm  Biireau  committee  from  car  lot  shipments  of 
seed  stock  intended  for  planting  in  the  cci^nty.    This  was  followed  with  a  few 
remarks  by  the  writer  on  pote/co  seed  improvement  in  this  country.    A  drive 
through  Water  Mill,  Mscox,  Eridgehampton  and  ?/ainscott  retm-ning  by  way  of 
Monta\3k  Highivay,  throiigh  Dridgehampton  Village  to  Water  Mill  Community  House 
coDqpleted  the  afternoon  tour.    At  this  point  the  writer  left  the  party  to  re- 
turn to  Washington. 

The  condition  of  the  potatocrop  as  noted  on  this  trip  is  good.     On  the 
whole  it  would  appear  as  if  the  Nassau  crop  was  better  this^year  than  last, 
or  at  least,  tnere  is  less  difference  between  Nassau  and  Stiff  oik  Counties' 
potato  fields  this  year  than  last. 

Present  prospects  are  for  a  good  crop-    The  acreage  is  normal  or  slight- 
ly abLOve  normal.     It  is  a  week  to  ten  days  later,  however. 


(Wm.  Stuart). 
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Greeley,  Colorado  Notes. 


Jme  50.192'+. 


The  weather  diaring  the  past  week  has  oeen  hot.  Several  days  the  ther- 
mometer registered  aoout  100.  The  nights,  however,  have  oeen  cool  and  grow- 
ing crops  have  not  suffered  much  from  the  heat. 

We  finished  stacking  hay  Friday.    The  oats  were  irrigated  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday.    This  morning  we  started  spraying  potatoes  for  potato  flea  beetle, 
using  Paris  Green  and  rord3a,i:a.  mixture.     The  flea  beetle  is  one  of  the  most 
ser:  oa^  pests  that  the  Greeley  potato  growers  have  to  contend  with.      The  lar- 
vae damages  the  tubers  to  such  an  extent  that  a  large  per  cent  of  the  crop 
mast  be  sold  as  second  grades.    No  satisfactory  methods  have  been  found  for 
combatting  this  insect. 

The  late  potatoes  are  now  germinating  and  the  crop  conditions  are  about 

nomal, 

(W.  C.  Edmunds on). 

Pres4.ue  Isle,  Maine  Notes.  July  1,  1924. 

The  drouth  continues  in  this  section.    All  crops  are  beginning  to  show 
the  lack  of  moisture.    Potatoes  are  growing  very  slowly;  son.e  fields  of  Timothy 
from  U  to  6  inches  are  beginning  to  head  out.    Oats  are  from  2  to  4  inches  high. 

A  few  reports  have  come  in  of  poor  stands  of  potatoes.    One  large  grower 
informed  the  writer  that  his  poor  germination  was  due  to  the  hot  formaldehyde 
treatment. 

On  Aroostook  Farm,  as  well  as  on  the  Anaas  Farm,  it  is  douotful  if  we 
ever  had  a  better  stand.  All  of  our  rraterial  was  treated  with  hot  formalde- 
hyde. 

The  Bean  &  Allen  firm,  across  from  the  Aroostook  Farm,  treated  part  of 
their  potatoes  with  the  bichloride  of  mercury  and  the  balance  was  given  the  hot 
formaldehyde  treatment,      Mr.  Allen  and  the  writer  were  unable  yesterday  to  see 
any  difference  in  the  two  fields. 

y/e  are  taking  germination  notes  on  our  Aroostook  Farm  plots  and  the 
Anaas  field.    The  Anaas  field  and  part  of  the  plots  on  Aroostook  Farm  will  be 
sprayed  with  Bordeaux  this  week.      The  writer  has  seen  very  few  potato  bugs 
this  year  but  worm  injury  is  very  severe.    Many  gardens  are  ruined  and  wheat, 
oats  and  grass  are  seriously  damaged. 

(P.  M,  Lombard). 

Pres^tue  Isle.  Ma.ine  Notes.  June  28.  1924. 

Potatoes  are  coming  up  now  in  most  of  the  fields  and  the  indications  are 
that  a  good  stand  will  be  ootained. 

The  hc^y  crop  will  be  very  light  this  year  partly  because  of  the  failure 
of  much  of  the  new  seeding  last  year  and  because  of  lack  of  rain  this  season. 
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!D  Bain  is  badly  needed  as  there  haS  oeen  no  rainfall  except  light  shoi^en 

dioring  the  month  of  June 

(C.  F.  ClcJk). 

Higjhvvood,  Connecticut  Kotes.  July  7.  1^24. 

The  writer  left  the  Long  Island  pot&to  tour  at  noon  Friday,  June  cj , 
and  took  the  boat  from  Greenport,  N.  y.  for  New  London,  Conn.      On  Saturday, 
notes  7vere  taken  oa  tne  ivfe.ine  grown  vs  southern  New  jersey  int'oature  seed  potato 
experiment.      Those  that  haa  been  grown  in  southern  New  jersey  for  two  years 
nade  the  best  showing,  ond  the  next  oest  were  those  grown  in  southern  Nevv  Jersey 
in  1523.     The  I&ine  grown  seed  had  a  larger  per  centage  of  disease,  weak  plants 
and  missing  hills.      The  better  stand  froa:  the  southern  New  Jersey  seed  was  at 
first  attriouted  to  the  seed  pieces  having  a  greo-ter  nuiTxer  of  eyes  per  set,  out 
upon  examining  the  rows  vvhere  large  tubers  were  planted  from  00th  loc&lities  this 
theory  did  not  hold  true*      There  is  a  very  little  difference  in  the  imturity  oe- 
tween  the  plants  produced  froiu  seed  grown  in  Maine  and  New  Jersey,      The  former 
was  just  coming  out  in  Dlossom  and  the  ouas  of  the  latter  -vere  oeginning  to  show 
portions  of  the  white  petals. 


The  experiment  was  in  excellent  condition  showing  that  it  nad  ceen  well 
cultivated  and  sprayed. 

The  early  crop  looks  good,  although  there  are  fields  in  whicn  the  stand 
is  far  froai  oeing  perfect, 

(W.  M.  Peacock) . 

Bridgeton.  N.  J.  Notes.  July  7.  l'^^^. 


On  June  30  the  writer  inspected  the  Maine  grown  vs  southern  New  Jersey 
grown  seed  potato  experiment  planted  on  Frank  Ott's  farm  near  l.ridgeton,  N.  J. 
This  experiment  revealed  the  same  facts  as  the  duplicate  test  at  High^vood,  Conn, 
except  there  was  a  greater  difference  in  maturity  of  the  plants  produced  oy  seed 

grown  in  the  two  localities  and  a  larger  per  centage  of  weak  hills  in  the  Elaine 
seed. 

Notef  v\ere  taken  on  a  tuoer  unit  experiment  on  J,  Norton  Woodruff's  f  o.r  -  . 
Both  of  these  experiments  had  oeen  \f»ell  cultivated  ana  thoroughly  sprayed. 

Potatoes  in  this  section  have  maae  rapid  growth  and  have  practically 
made  up  for  the  lateness  caui»ed  by  a  cool  and  <»et  spring, 

(W,  M.  Peacock). 

Washington.  D.  C.  Notes,  July  7.  1924. 

Little  of  interest  has  occurred  during  the  past  week.     There  has  been 
■'^    consideraole  cloudy  weather  out  little  rain.    The  temperature  has  on  the  whole 
been  sufficiently  high  to  encourage  the  growth  of  corn,  tomatoes,  and  other  heat 
loving  plants.      Iieports  coming  to  this  Office  from  other  section  indicate  that 
the  supply  of  new  potatoes  is  likely  to  be  ample. 


r 

■  r 


c 


m 


Potatoes  in  the  home  gardens  of  Washington,  that  /^ere  plc-nted  early  in 
April  are  now  being  hoTvested  as  revi-uired  for  taole  cons Uiiift ion. 

In  a  letter,  dated  July  3,  J.  W.  Weston,  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural 
College,  Extension  Division,  advises  that  the  week  of  July  14-19  is  to  be  spent 
with  the  seed  potc^to  inspectors  on  a  "School  of  Instruction"  trip  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  state.    He  also  informs  the  writer  that  he  nas  14  "parent  seed 
farms"  to  look  after  this  season. 

Ficha  of  Moorhead,  Minnesota,  reports  the  develop.'iient  of  a  hot 
formalin  seed  treatment  machine  by  E.  D,  Askegaard.    This  machine  can  treat  seed 

potatoes  at  the  rate  of  4  to  6  nushels  every  2-^  to  3  minutes.    It  is  proposed  to 
place  the  machine  on  the  xnarket  this  winter  unaer  the  name  of  "The  Bed  Eiver 
Seed  Treater".    This  machine  can  oe  used  for  the  disinfection  of  cereal  grains 
of  the  loose  smuts. 


(Vto,  Stuart) 
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Greeley.  Colorado  Notes. 


July  7.  1^2k. 


The  weather  has  been  -iuite  hot  diiring  the  past  week.      The  nights,  how- 
ever, have  been  cool  and  crops  have  not  suffered  froni  the  heat. 

We  started  to  cultivate  the  potatoes  Saturday.    The  surface  soil  is 
very  dry  but  a  little  deeper  there  is  plenty  of  moisture  for  grovdng  condi- 
tions.   We  expect  to  ditch  the  potatoes  this  week  for  irrigation.    The  results 
obtained  from  our  irrigation  experiment  indicate  that  there  is  much  to  be 
gained  by  the  use  of  early  watering. 

The  potato  flea  oeetles  are  appearing  in  rather  large  nu»nbers.    We  ex- 
pest  to  spray  tomorrow  with  Lordeaux  mixture  and  Paris  green.    The  condition 
of  the  potato  crop  is  about  normal  in  the  Greeley  district. 

(W«  C.  Edmundson). 

Presviue  Isle.  Mcine  iMotes.  July  7  .  1  ^14 . 

The  drouth  in  this  section  reiic^ins  unoroken.    Potcutoas,  althougn  ijiaking 
a  very  slow  growth,  appear  to  withstand  the  lack  of  moisture  better  than  hay 
or  grain.      Both  the  hay  and  grain  crops  will  be  light.      Some  fields  of  o«ts 
have  already  begun  to  turn  yellow. 

The  usual  potato  troubles  at  this  time  of  the  year  when  moisture  is 
•lacking  are  conspicuous  this  season.      There  are  a  few  very  uniform  fields, 
however,  the  majority  show  a  very  uneven  stand. 

The  writer  has  examined  several  coumiercial  fields  and  several  causes 
for  uneven  stand    were  found,  among  which  are: —  no  seed  piece;  seed  piece 
rotten;  no  eyes  on  seed  piece;  eyes  failed  to  germinate  (seed  piece  in  most 
Ceases  from  basa.1  end  of  tuber);  fertilizer  D-urning;  rhizoctonia;  cutworms; 
end  possible  injury  to  eye  from,  treating  with  either  bichloride  of  mercury  or 
hot  f onBalaeijyae , 

Cutworms,  which  have  destroyed  hundreds  of  acres  of  grain,  are  now  be- 
coming a  real  serious  pest  in  the  potato  fields. 

We  shall  finish  taking  germination  notes  on  our  plots  Wednesday. 
Records  taicen  so  far  this  season  indicate  that  we  have  in  ten  years'  work  on 
Aroostook  Farm,  never  had  a  oetter  stand,  due  to  this  fact,  in  the  judgment 
of  tne  writer,  that  our  fertilizer  was  Droadce-sted  and  harrowed  in* 

(P.  M.  Lombard). 

Fres-^ue  Isle,  Maine  Notes.  '  July  ^,  19^4. 

The  greater  part  of  tne  timie  during  the  past  week  has  been  devoted  to 
taking  germination  notes.      In  nearly  all  lots  recorded  a  good  stand  has  oeen 
ootained.      In  the  I923  seedlings,  wr-jlcn  were  planted  with  whole  ^eed,  the 
ger.uination  was  practically  100  per  cent. 

The  weather  continues  to  be  not  o-nd  dry. 

(C.  F.  Clark). 
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Washington.  D.  C.  Notei 


July  11.  1924. 


The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  hot  and  showery,      A  week 
ago  most  crops  had  begun  to  need  more  moistiure. 

The  writer  spent  one  day  this  week  in  discarding  the  diseased  tuDers 
in  the  indexed  tuber  unit  experiment  to  be  planted  in  an  isolcj-ted  plot  on  Arl- 
ington Farm,  next  week.      The  cold  storage  experiments  and  others  will  be  plant- 
ed at  the  sauie  time. 

Yesterday  afternoon  notes  were  taken  on  experiments  that  were  planted 
June  21  on  Arlington  Farm,  Va. 

Virginia  is  leading  in  car lot  shipments  of  potatoes.    On  July  ],  Vir- 
ginia shipped  6lO  Cc^-rloads  and  North  Carolina,  the  next  large  shipping  state  of 
new  potatoes,  sent  out  S]  carloads.      The  deiuand  seems  to  be  rather  weak  in 
most  of  the  markets.    TMs  is  due  to  a  big  crop  og  potatoes  oeing  harvested  in 
many  localities  at  the  same  time.      The  future  does  not  look  bright  with  many 
other  potato  producing  sections  ready  to  start  harvesting  within  the  next  weeii 
or  two. 


(W.  M.  Peacock). 

Washington.  B.C.  Notes.  July  9.  1924 « 

In  the  June  27  issue  of  "The  Eye"  the  writer  inadvertently  stated, 
under  "Vermont  Notes",  that  four-fifths  of  ^4-.  Julian  Dimock's  potato  acreage 
was  planted  with  a  selected  strain  of  Pride  of  Vermont,  when  he  should  have 
stated  a  selected  strain  of  Green  Mountain. 


On  Friday,  of  this  week,  the  writer  expects  to  take  notes  at  the  Spooner 
Branch  Station,  Spooner,  Wis.,  on  the  relative  effect  of  storage  on  the  vitality 
ot  seed  potatoes,  and  on  the  following  day  similar  observations  will  be  made 
at  the  Upper  Peninsular  Station,  Chatham,  Mich. 


(Wm.  Stuart). 
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Greeley i  Coior&do  Notes . 


July  1^.  19^'+. 


There  have  been  a  n-arnber  of  hot  days  during  zhe  past  week.     The  hot 
weather  has  Caused  the  wilting  of  the  potato  vines  c.na  practically  all  crops 
are  oadly  in  need  of  rain. 

We  Degan  to  irrigate  the  potatoes  today.    The  general  practice  of  th? 
Greeley  district  is  to  hold  the  v^ater  until  the  plants  Degin  to  suffer  fro^ 
lacic  of  moist^jre.    The  results  obtained  frcL  cjr  irrigation  experiment,  how- 
ever, indicate  that  there  is  much  to  be  gained  oy  early  irrigation  and  a  rrju- 
ber  of  farrxiers  have  been  induced  this  year  to  irrigate  a  portion  of  their  croj 
ea-rlier  than  has  been  their  practice  in  pcst  years. 

The  field  men  of  the  Great  Western  £ugc.r  Co.'ipany  are  urging  the  beet 
growers  to  irrigate  the  oeets  earlier.      They  also  st<ite  there  is  much  to  ue 
gained  by  early  irrigation.      iViany  of  the  beet  growers,  however,  have  been  of 
the  opinion  that  if  the  early  water  is  withheld  the  beets  will  grow  deeper 
into  the  soil. 

County  Agent  Siiipson  states  the  corn  stands  are  poor  in  iVeld  County  this 
year.      He  states  that  is  a  result  of  the  poor  -^uality  of  seed  produced  last 
year  and  the  unfavorable  conditions  of  planting  time.     He  also  believes  that 
the  long  rainy  period  which  followed  closely  after  planting  hc-.s  rotted  a  con- 
siderable percentage  of  the  seed. 

The  local  canning  factory  is  in  the  midst  of  harvesting  its  pea  crop  at 
the  present  time. 

;  (W.  C.  Edcundson). 

Pres^ue  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  July  15,  l^jck. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  very  hot  and  dry  -vith  high 
winds.      We  have  been  favored  with  two  light  sho/^ers.     Since  May  20  the  pre- 
cipitation has  been  a  little  over  two  inches. 

We  have  oeen  over  our  plots  with  Bordeaux  mixtiire  and  poison  and  an- 
other application  of  ijordeairs.  will  oe  applied  this  week.    Potato  Dugs  are  not 
very  abundant  thJ.s  season  to  date  and  aphids  have  net  ::iade  their  appei^rance 
yet. 

Mr.  irewdick  was  in  town  Thursday  to  line  up  the  inspection  work.  He 
expected  to  meet  with  his  inspectors  Monday  on  Aroostook  Farm  but  ^a.Q  called 
to  Augusta  oecause  of  illness  o:  ?/!rs.  Nei/vdick.      Mr.  Stetson  toc^k  charge  of 
the  meeting.     The  men  were  aliccatea  to  districts  and  a  foreman  appointed  for 
each  crew. 


(P.  M,  Lombard). 
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Pres-^ue  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  July  12.  192'^-. 

D-uring  the  past  /i-eek-  the  gerroimtion  records  have  been  completed  ci.nd  the 
greater  part  of  the  first  roguing  out  of  diseased  plants  has  oeen  done.  Verv 
few  of  the  seedlings  have  shov\n  much  disease  so^far  this  secison.      The  v.eather 
conditions,  however,  have  not  oeen  favoraole  for  the  aevelopment  of  mottling  in 
the  type  of  mosaic  knovm  as  cild  mosaic,  so  it  is  probable  that  more  cf  this 
vvill  De  founa  later. 

The  192^  seedlings  are  having  a  hard  strr.ggle  for  existence  as  a  result 
of  the  drought.      V/e  have  not  had  a  good  rain  since  they  were  set  out,  conse- 
uiiently  they  have  made  out  little  growth,  with  the  exception  of  one  lot,  the 
progeny  of  a  South  A-meri can  variety,  which  seems  to  thrive  under  dry  conditions. 

(C.  F.  Clar--c). 


Washington.  D.  C.  Notes.  July  18.  1924. 

There  has  not  oeen  any  precipitation  since  last  Thursday,  although  show- 
ers have  been  predi  cted  oy  the  U.  S.  Weather  iiureau,  and  several  times  it  looked 
as  if  the  right  predxrtlons  hac"  oeen  made.      The  showers  seemed  to  go  around 
this  vicinity,      Until  the  arrival  of  the  cool  wave  yesteraay  it  has  been  v^uite 
hot  during  the  daytime. 

Yesterday  afternoon  the  writer  finished  planting  txie  late  experiments 
at  Arlington  Farm,  Va.      The  present  amount  of  soil  moisture  should  cause  a 
uuick  germination.    However,  a  good  shower  now  would  help  all  crops. 

During  the  past  week  there  has  been  only  small  changes  in  market  condi- 
tions.     Virginia,  Iferyland,  Kansas  and  North  Carolina  are  the  leading  shipping 
states.  • 

(W.  M.  Peacoci£). 

Spooner.  t/isconsin  Notes.  July  lo.  1924- . 

Friday,  July  11,  was  spe:,it  at  the  Spooner  branch  Station,  Spooner,  Wis., 
in  taking  notes  on  the  relative  vigor  of  plants  produced  from  two  lots  of  the 
same  strain  01  seed  stock  store-d,  in  the  one  case,  in  the  Station's  storage 
house  at  Spooner,  and  in  the  ojher,  shipped  to  Chicago  c<.nd  stored  in  a  mechan- 
ically ventilated  warehouse. 

Five  varieties  were  us(jd  in  the  experiment;-  Irish  Cobbler,  Triunjjh, 
Early  Ohio,  Green  Mountain  ani  Iinisset  Kural.    The  seed  3tock  was  held  in  venti- 
lated and  unventilate'I  baJf  Ojcl^i  and  oushel  fibre  nc;^e5-     It  was  riomewh^t  of 
a  surprise  to  find  that  the  plaats  from  the  -Spoouer  stored  seed  stock  were  in 
almost  every  instance  larger  than  those  froa  the  Chicago  warehouse.  Whether 
or  not  this  is  simply  due  to  a  (jaicker  vegetitive  response  after  planting  it 
is  impossiole  to  say  at  the  jrej ent  time.    TLe  further  development  of  these 
plants  will  oe  noted  with  ir!,ter=3t. 

? 

The  comniercial  crop  In  -}he  Spooner  section  is  looking  fairly  well* 


(Vv'm.  Stuart), 


Chatham.  Michigan  Notes .  July  lb.  192h. 

Saturday,  July  12,  was  spent  at  the  Upper  Peninsula  Station  of  the 
MicMgan  Agricultural  College,  located  at  Chatham,  Mich.,  taking  notes  on  a  sim- 
ilar experiment  to  thct  mentioned  in  the  Spooner,  V/is.  notes. 

In  thJ.s  instance  the  varieties  used  were  Irish  Cobbler,  Green  Mountain. 
Rural  Nev*  Yorker  No.  2  and  the  iuusset  Eural.      The  plants  »vere  not  gs  far  ad- 
vanced as  at  Spooner  out  they  had  attained  sufficient  size  to  show  differei'xes 
in  vigor.     In  this  case  the  advantage  inhere  any  noticeaole  difference  occurred 
was  in  favor  of  the  Chicago  stored  material.    The  reason  for  the  poorer  showing 
made  by  the  Chatham  stored  seed  was  thought  to  be  due  to  poor  storage  conditio^js -. 
The  storage  house  Was  not  sufficiently  ventilated  to  prevent  accumulation  of 
moist-ore,  *vith  consequent  dripping  from  the  concrete  roof  of  tie  house,  causing 
some  rot  and  an  aoundant  aevelopment  of  moulds.    As  in  the  Spooner  experiment  it 
remains  to  De  seen  whether  thJ.s  advantage  is  carried  thjrough  the  season. 

Dry  weather  prevailed  at  Doth  places  on  the  day  notes  »vere  taken  but 
copious  showers  occxirred  at  Spooner  on  the  evening  of  the  11th. 

(Wm,  Stuart ) , 


[I 


c 


*    .;  • 


hi 

ni3 


131  0^ 


Vr' 


THE  EYE 


WEEKLY  POTATO  3ULLETIF 
of  the. 

OfEICE  OE  HOHTICULTUEAI  IInjVESTIGATIONS 


jUl  2  S  1994 


Tlie  material  confained  herein  is  not  for  publication  except  by 
permission  from  the  Office  of  Horti  cult -oral  Investigations. 


r 


Greeley.  Colorado  Notes.  July  21.  1924. 

The  weather  has  been  hot  during  the  past  week  and  all  crops  are  in  need 
of  rain . 

The  svxface  soil  is  very  dry  but  the  subsoil  appears  to  contain  a  fairly 
gocd  rupjly  cf  moist-'irec    This  condition  appears  to  be  ^uite  general  thjoughout 
tho  Bts'-'ic      The  e-ipply  of  irrigation  water  has  been  ample  this  year  and  there 
is  a  good  supply  in  all  reservoirs. 

We  began  cultivating  potatoes  this  corning,    The  irrigation  of  last  week 
supplied  sufficient  moistxire  to  put  the  soil  in  good  condition,      V/e  expect  to 
start  ditching  tomorrow  and  will  probably  start  irrigating  V7ednesday  or  Thurs- 
day, 

The  potato  acreage  for  Colorado  has  been  reported  as  being  reduced  12^, 
cornpared  wi^h  the  area  harvested  last  year.      The  preliminary  estimate  is 
97.000  acres  as  compared  with  110,000  acres  of  last  year,    The  forecast  for  pro- 
duct-icn  is  about  1,6C0,000  bushels  less  th^n  the  final  estimate  of  1923  or 
11,9^''0,000  bushels  compared  with  13,530,000  harvested  last  year. 

(W.  C.  Edmunds  on). 

PrepHue  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  July  23.  192m-. 

The  re,infall  during  the  past  week  hias  been  1,02  inches  which  will  oe  of 
great  benefit  to  pcta-^ces,  pasture  land,  and  the  grain  crop. 

Haying  operations  are  already  under  way,  the  crop  of  which  will  oe  very 

light. 

The  state  inspectors  having  placed  the  potato  fields  last  week  began  in- 
spection work  Monday.    About  24-, 000  acres  are  entered  for  certification  this 
year . 

The  annual  potato  tour,  under  the  direction  of  the  Farm  Bureau  and 
county  agents,  will  start  from  Houlton  on  the  morning  of  August  13  and  continue 
for  two  days . 

We  have  begun  rcguing  some  of  our  plots  on  Aroostook  Farm  and  our  seed 
plot  on  the  Anaas  Tield  fcr  the  third  tiraeo      Mosan.c,  leairollj  streak  and 
spindle  tuber  plants  are  easily  detectedoSince  the  recent  rains. 

Prof  ►  V/m,  Stuart  arrived  in  town  Monday  night.    He  plans  to  be  in  this 
section  of  Maine  the  balance  of  -he  month. 

(p.  M,  Lombard). 

Presciue  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  iI}^ljJ^3^Jd^}L'^ 

Blooming  of  so.xe  of  thjs  potato  varieties  has  started  and  notes  are  being 
taken  on  the  date  when  each  coi  es  into  bloOii.      The  potato  breeding  wox-k  has 
often  started  in  the  field  with  sojue  of  the  l9'-^3  seedlings  which  are  blocm^:-.^ 
early,  and  in  the  greenhouse  w  .th  the  wild  s^^ecies  which  we  are  growing  there. 

The  1923  seedlings  hav£  been  rogued  ^  second  time.  Several  lots  were 
found  to  be  diseased  which  die.  not  shovi/  any  disease  at  tne  time  of  the  first 
roguing. 
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r\  The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  much  cooler.    Considerable  rain 

^has  fallen  recently  which  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  crops. 

(C.  F.  Clark). 

Washington.  D.  C.  Notes.  July  l^lk. 

The  tei^.erc^ture  and  humidity  for  the  past  fiees.  ha.ve  been  high.  During 
t>J.s  time  there  has  been  only  a  mere  sprinkle  of  rain  which  occurred  on  Tuesday 
night.    It  has  been  two  weeks  since  there  h-as  been  a  rain  helpful  to  crops. 
Showers  are  promised  for  today.    Nearly  all  crops  are  showing  th  effect  of  the 
hot  and  dry  weather. 

During  the  past  week  the  writer's  time  has  been  spent  in  the  Office,  ex- 
cept for  a  couple  of  short  periods  at  Arlington  Farm. 

Last  Saturday  the  immctture  Irish  Coobler  seed  potatoes,  grown  by  J.  Norton 
vVoodruff,  Bridgeton,  N,  J., and  held  in  the  Arlington  cold  storage  since  last  fall 
at  32  degrees,  3^  degrees  and  kO  degrees  F. ,  were  shipped.  Those  that  had  oeen 
kept  at  the  two  lower  temperatures  did  not  shew  any  signs  of  sprouting.  The  ones 
that  had  been  held  at  40  degrees  F.  had  just  oegun  to  sprout.  These  will  oe 
planted  soon  on  ¥x.  Woodruff's  farm.  Today  is  the  first  day  th^t  Irish  Cobblers 
can  oe  planted  in  New  Jersey  for  tertif ication  according  to  the  state  rules. 

The  price  of  potatoes  f.  0.  0.  shipping  point,  Eastern  Shore,  Virginia, 
has  changed  very  little  during  the  week*    Here  the  prices  have  oeen  ranging  from 
$1.75  to  $1.90  for  Irish  Cooolers  U,  S.  No.  1,  cloth  top  sta\^e  barrels.    In  the 
Kaw  Valley  district  of  Kansas  the  ptice  for  sadied  Irish  Cobolers  U.  S.  No*  1 
dropped  from  $1,15  *o  $1.20  per  cwt.,  f.  0.  b,  on  ifonday,  to  SOg,  on  Wednesday. 
According  to  Thursday's  Daily  Market  Eeport  the  market  was  slightly  stronger  in 
the  East  and  dull  in  the  central  West.. 

From  July  I7  to  23  Virginia  shipped  3240  carloads;  teryland  566  carloads 
and  Kansas  300  carlo-^ds. 

(W.  M.  Peacock). 

St.  Aioans.  Vermont  Hotes.  July  23.  1924. 

Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday  forenoon,  July  I7,  18  and  I9,  was  spent  by 
the  writer  in  taking  notes  on  the  potato  experimental  plot  located  on  the  fc-rm 
of  E.  S.  Srigham,  St.  Aioans,  Vt.      Tne  potato  plants,  w^le  not  as  large  as  they 
would  have  been  had  they  received  sufficient  moisture,  were  found  to  nave  l^d.de 
a  fairly  good  gro'wth,  considering  that  a  portion  of  the  plot  was  planted  on  the 
14th  of  June  and  the  balance  on  the  l6th,  or  Darely  n-ore  than  a  month  crevious  . 
Some  of  the  more  advanced  plants  of  the  Irish  Coobler  and  Green  Mountain  were 
showing  well  developed  flower  ouds  on  the  17th.      The  seed  stock  of  tne  three 
varieties  mentioned,  it  will  oe  rerusmbered,  had  all  oeen  tuDer-indexed  for  di- 
sease and  was  found  to  oe  surprisingly  free  from  mosaic.    Owing  to  the  dry  wea- 
yther  conditions  under  which  the  plants  had  developed,  the  leaves  of  all  tnrse 
varieties  were  very  much  restricted  in  size  and  it  was  impossible  to  secxire  re- 
liable readings  on  the  spindle- tuber  disease. 
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A  fairly  good  rain  occ-urred  on  the  l6th  but  it  was  not  sufficient  to  relieve  the 
drought  sit"aation.    During  the  noon  hour  on  Thursday,  the  17th,  the  town  of  St» 
Albans  and  the  surrounding  ccontry  was  visited  by  a  very  severe  electrical  storm 
accompanied  by  a  heavy  downpour  of  rain,  intermingled  with  hailstones.  Fortu- 
nately for  the  growing  crops  very  little  wind  prevailed  and  the  hail  caused  but 
slight  inji^ry  even  to  the  tenderest  foliage.      The  downpour  in  the  city  itself 
seemec  to  be  heavier  than  in  the  country  iizimediately  surrounding  it;  streets  were 
turned  for  the  time  being  into  turbulent  streams;  sidewalks  and  parkings  were 
flooded  and  in  the  lower  portions  of  the  city  cellars  were  flooded.    The  storm 
damage  to  property  as  a  whole  was,  however,  very  slight.    Light  showers  in  the 
afternoon,  while  interrupting  note  taking  to  soxe  extent,  did  not  whelly  prevent 
it.    The  total  precipitation  of  the  day  must  have  been  close  to  two  inches;  but 
whether  it  was  one  or  two  inches  it  was  sufficient  to  moisten  the  soil  to  a  con- 
sideraDle  depth  and  should  furnish  ideal  growing  conditions,  so  far  as  moisture 
is  concerned,  for  a  considerable  period. 

It  is  proposed  to  rtake  another  series  of  notes  about  the  last  of  this 

month. 

Dr.  Lutman,  of  the  University  of  Vermont,  ably  assisted  the  writer  in 
taking  notes  on  Fiiday.    Arrangements  have  oeen  made  by  the  Office  of  Horticul- 
tural Investigations  with  the  Vermont  Experiment  Station  to  have  Dr,  Lutman 
make  fre-iuent  trips  from  Burlington  to  St,  Albans  in  order  to  iiB.ke  disease  in- 
spections of  the  plants. 

¥t .  Irigham's  commercial  seed  fields  look  very  promising.  His  bean  crop 
for  the  cannery  is  also  looking  well.  The  hay  crop  on  this  farm  is  also  good. 
As  a  rule,  however,  the  hay  crop  is  rather  light  throughout  the  state. 

Sabuart). 
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Greeley.  Colo,  yotes. 


July  28.  1924. 


The  days  hd,ve  been  soiLevvhat  cooler  a-uring  the  past  week.    The  long  con- 
tinued dry  spell  reir^ins  -unoroken.    The  potatoes  were  irrigated  'jyednesday  and 
Thursday.    All  the  plots  will  oe  cultivated  within  the  nei.t  few  days.    The  con- 
dition of  the  lat,e  potato  crop  in  the  Greeley  district  is  about  noroial. 

A  trip  vVcts  ^^de  to  the  Gilcrest  section  this  morning.    The  growers  are 
harvesting  early  Chios  and  CooDlers  at  the  present  tiiLe,    Those  who  dug  last 
week  received  $2,50  per  cwt.    iviost  of  the  early  potatoes  are  sold  to  truckers 
who  take  theu]  to  Denver  or  nearby  towns.    The  price  today  is  aoout  $2.00  per  cwt. 
The  Early  Chios  and  Cobblers  are  ht-rvested  aDout  two  v^eeks  earlier  than  the 
Triumphs.    The  Triumphs,  however,  usUii^lly  i:roduce  a  little  larger  yields. 

(V/.  C.  Edriundson). 

Fres^^ue  Isle,  !\fe.ine  Notes.  July  £8.  l-j24. 

During  the  past  weels:,  with  the  able  assistance  of  ?rof»  Stuart,  we  have 
rogued  all  of  our  plots,  soine  of  them  for  the  fourth  timet    Since  the  rains  of 
last  week  mosaic  has  appeared  on  plants  which  were  inspected  for  disease  only 
three  days  previous  to  the  rain. 

On  Friday,  July  25,  the  writer  and  prof.  Stuart  inspected  severcal  acres 
of  the  McGregor  strain  of  Irish  Cooolers  and  an  cicre  of  the  Fred  Eoberis  Green 
Mountain  seedling  in  Ashland.    No  disease  could  De  found  in  the  Cobb lers<a.nd  just 
a  few  small  plants  were  observed  in  the  Green  kountain  seedlings, 

Sunday  the  writer,  accompanied  Dy  Prof.  Stuart,  Dr.  Gr^tz,  and  Ivlr.  Scho- 
ville  of  Florida,  visited  that  section  between  Van  Luren  and  St«  Agatha,  refixn- 
ing  by  way  of  Sweden  and  Ccirioou. 

The  Triumph  variety  is  grown  along  the  St,  John  Pdver  between  Van  Buren 
and  Frenchville,  almost  to  the  e:cclusion  of  other  varieties.    Ho-"»3ver,  due  to 
the  susceptibility  of  the  Triu'iiph  to  mosaic  and  tne  great  diificulty  in  keeping 
this  disease  down  within  reasonaole  bounds,  more  Green  Mountw*,in  ^na.  Cobolers 
are  being  grovvn  each  year  in  t'nis  section,        car  of  certified  Triuupns  were 
distributed  to  growers  in  this  section  this  spring.     Only  one  field  01  this 
stock  was  examined  which  ran  about         uiOScic^    All  fields  inspect^di  where  home 
grown  stock  was  planted,  showed  100^  mosc-ic. 

Dr.  Stout,  from  the  New  York  botanical  G^raen,  New  York  City,  arrived 
in  town  Monday  night  to  continue  sterility  studies. 

Fr.  H.  G.  Hill,  of  the  Office  of  Horticultural  Investigations,  Washington, 
D,  Co,  arrived  in  town  Monday  night  to  complete  arrangements  for  tr^^nspor tation 
and  storage  studies  this  winter. 

Prof.  Stuart  plans  to  leave  Tuesday  night  for  St.  Albans,  Vermont, 


(t ,  M.  Lomoara) 


( 
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July  26. 

The  greater  part  of  the  time  d-uring  the  past  week  has  been  devoted  to 
the  roguing  out  of  diseased  plants  and  to  the  potato  breeding  work*    The  develop- 
ment of  blossoms  is  sufficiently  well  adbanced  to  permit  of  the  crossing  of  sev- 
eral of  the  varieties. 

The  drought  conditions  were  somewhat  relieved  by  several  good  showers 
on  Friday.  The  total  rainfall,  however,  was  not  sxifficient  to  penetrate  very 
deeply.    Much  more  rain  is  needed  for  the  aaximTom  development  of  the  potato  cropt 

Dr.  Karl  Sax  and  Dr.  W.  J,  Morse  of  the  Maine  Experiment  Station,  Dr. 
L.  0.  Gratz  of  the  Florida  Station  and  professor  William  Stuart  of  this  office, 
were  recent  visitors  at  this  station. 

(C.  F.  Clark). 

Maine  Notes.  ,  July  30.  1924._ 

The  forenoon  of  Monday,  July  21,  was  spent  at  the  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station,  Orono,  Bfeine,  where  some  interesting  information  was  obtained  from  Dr. 
Folsom,  relative  to  greenhouse  studies  in  the  transmission  of  virus  diseases  and 
laboratory  cult"ui:al  st^idies  of  alternaria  infected  tubers.    Dr,  Patch  said  that 
no  further  studies  were  being  made  on  potato  aphids  except  that  an  early  inspec- 
tion had  been  made  on  Aroostook  Farm  and  adjecent  territory  of  other  possible 
host  plants  of  Macrosiph-um  solani  than  that  of  the  rose  and  that  there  v/as  no 
evidence  that  such  was  the  case.    Director  Morse  was  at  Highmoor  Farm  on  the  day 
of  our  visit. 

The  remainder  of  the  week  was  spent  at  Presq.ue  Isle,  with  a  trip  to  Ashland 
Friday  afternoon,  and  Caribou  Saturday  forenoon.  Notes  were  taken  on  the  variety 
collection,  and  assistance  given  in  the  roguj.ng  of  the  potato  plots  on  Aroostook 
Farm  and  the  Annas  Farm*    The  tuber  indexed  plot  was  found  to  be  comparatively 
free  from  disease  but  not  entirely  so,  showing  vi.uite  clearly  that  while  the  in- 
dex method  of  tuber  testing  does  not  entirely  eliminate  virus  diseases  it  is  a 
long  step  in  advance  of  the  old  tuber  unit  method  of  developing  disease  free 
stock. 

On  Sunday  a  hurried  inspection  trip  was  made,  in  company  with  Messrs. 
Lombard,  Grata,  and  Scoville,  the  last  two  named  being  from  Florida,  along  the 
upper  St.  John  River  section  returning  through  New  Sweden.    The  territory  to  the 
north  of  Van  Suren  along  the  St,  John  Hiver  has  long  oeen  a  Triumph  seed  produc- 
ing section  and  the  writer  was  interested  to  note,  not  only  the  charc*cter  of  the 
hoiiie  produced  seed  stock,  but  also  that  of  the  new  stock  brought  in  from  Miniie- 
sota  and  elsewhere  by  the  ?yfaine  Potato  Groivers  Exchange.    AH  lots  of  native 
seed  examined  showed  practically  100  per  cent  mosaic  infection,  while  the  one  loz 
of  new  stock  we  were  able  to  locate  showed  from  10  to  20  per  cent  mosaic  plants, 
a  distinct  improvement  over  the  home  grown  stock  out  still  a  long  way  irom  being 
especially  desirable  foundation  stock. 

Monday,  July  28,  was  devoted  to  ran  inspection  of  potato  seed  stock  in  the 
vicinity  of  Houlton  and  in  the  Province  of  New  "3runsv.rick,    Messrs.  Lombard,  Clark 
and  Gratz  accompanied  the  writer  on  this  trip.    Some  excellent  fields  of  the 
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McKain  strain  of  Green  Moijntain  were  observed  in  the  vicinity  of  Keswick,  N.  ^* 
An  inspection  of  several  fields  of  tnis  strain  failed  to  reveal  a  single  clearly 
defined  niosaic  infected  plant.    A  siaall  percentage  of  leafroll  was  found  in  ^nst 
of  these  fields,    A  few  excellent  strains  of  Irish  Coboler  were  also  noted.  One 
of  the  most  interesting  fields  examined  was  that  of  a  three-acre  plot  of  Tri- 
umphs planted  on  the  tuoer-unit  Dasis  by  members  of  the  New  5riui3yvick  Experi- 
irental  Farm  staff.    The  seed  stock  waS  showing  a  rather  high  percentage  of  mo- 
saic and  will  re^iuire  very  severe  roguing  to  materially  improve  it*    It  is  pro- 
posed to  plant  the  selected  stock  from  this  field  on  the  tuber-unit  oasis  in 
1925.  J 

At  Upper  Gagetown  we  had  tne  pleasure  of  examing  a  field  cf  the  Fred  Hnoen 
seedling  of  Green  Mountain  on  the  farm  of  the  originator.     This  seedling  is 
claimed  to  ce  distinctly  resistant  to  the  mosaic  disease,  having,  it  is  said, 
been  pa4nted  in  c3ose  proximity  to  badly  infectea  stock  without  seeming  con- 
tamination.   The  suock  examined  appeared  to  oe  entirely  free  from  mosaic  and 
was  leaking  a  strong  vigorous  grcv»th.    This  seedling  was  grown  some  seven  or 
eight  years  ago  from  a  seedbail  produced  on  a  plant  of  the  McKain  strain  of 
Green  Mountain.    This  strain  also  seems  to  possess  consideraole  mosaic  resist- 
ance. 

Tuesday  forenoon  was  devoted  to  the  completion  of  some  varietal  notes  and 
to  the  roguing  of  the  tuber  indexed  material  on  the  Annas  Farm,    From  the  obser- 
vation of  the  writer  during  his  brief  stay  in  IV^a-ine  and  from  information  ob- 
tained from  growers  and  from  the  officers  of  the  Maine  Potato  Growers  Exchange 
it  is  -iUite  evident  thc.t  the  1924  potato  crop  in  Ui&.ine  will  be  more  or  less 
spotted.    There  are  a  good  many  fields  in  certc-in  locc-lities  in  which  the  stand 
varies  from  20  per  cent  to  80  per  cent.    The  poor  stand  in  these  cases  seems  to 
be  vhiefly  attributaole  to  two  factors,  that  of  cutworm  injury,  and  of  fertil;.- 
zer  injury.    The  ar-plica.ti.on  of  large  s^uantities  of  co.Tmercial  fertilizer  in  the 
drill  row  at  time  of  planting  :fLS  almost  certain  to  result  in  more  or  less  in- 
jury to  the  seed  piece  or  to  the  roots  of  the  yomig  plant,  if  there  is  an  ab- 
sence of  a  good  suptf'ly  of  raoistv-'e  dioring  the  time  cf  planting  arc  the  em9ig&a.:ce 
of  the  pla,nts  from  the  soil.    With  an  aoundance  of  moistv^re         chemicals  ^iu-.c'j;- 
ly  go  into  c.oj,u.tiori.  or  are  fi?,?d  in  the  soil  and  as  a  resu^'.t  there  is  practi- 
cally no  injiiry  to  the  scerL  piece  or  the  primary  roots  sent  out  from  it-  On 
the  ol.her  h?.i:.d  wlien  the  chemi.cals  are  undissolved  they  are  certain:,  to  cause  iU'v.^°, 
or  less  injiuy  to  wha.tever  po"'ticn  of  the  seed  piece  or  of  the  T^oot  system  tr->t 
comes  i.n  contaf-t  ^ith  i^: The  injuTy  resulting  from  such  a  condition  this  ytar^ 
h^as  perhaps  served  to  mere  fully  convince  Aroostook  County.  Maine  potato  giQv^ers 
than  ever  before  of  the  desirabili.ty.  as  well  as  the  wisdom  of  adoptii^g  some 
other  method  of  applying  cocimeroic^l  fertilisers.    It  world  seom  as  if  the  maiTJ- 
factm^ers  of  potrt-Tc  pleiiters  with  fertiliz.e:^  dis^ri outing  att^.cbnsnt  should  give 
se-2-ioia.s  consr-ide.L-ation  to  this  matter.    In  ov;^  judgment  it  shciud  oe  possible  to 
devise  some  effeor.ive  device  fo<"  mi.xing  the  fertilizer  ^ith  the  soil  before  the 
seed  pior-e  is  djToppad.     Th''  addi^'io-^  of  two  z^r  threp-  shovel  cul'-ivatc?  teeth 
^innediacely  Dehind  the  fr;rtilizei'  d::opping  tube  and  a.h?.ad  of  thj  seed  droppii-g 
*^tubd,  wkich  covld  be  sepa-.tately  controlled  a'>  to  depth;  would  effsctiv'ely  dis- 
pose of  this  pi/oblsm.    Another  method  that  could  be  adopted  is  that  01  brcad« 
ca-::tixj.g  tsvo-t.hirds  to  thr-ee- fourths  of  the  total  amount  to  be  applied  prior  to 
fitting  the  land  and  applying  tne  oalance  in  the  drill  row  at  time  of  planting. 

In  sr^TEoing  up  the  potato  crop  outlook  in  Aroostook  County  this  season 
cno  is  10- ced  to  recognrze  th&t  the  poor  fie?'ds  are  more  th&n  overbalanced  by 
the  really  good  ones,  and  it  is  om-  belief  that  if  no  unfavorable  conditions 
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occur,  the  tot&l  crop  of  this  oanner  potato  co'onty  oi  the  United  St&tes  »viil 
probably  e-^ual  th&t  of  I923. 

There  is  mora  good  seed  planted  this  year  than  for  iijany  yecvrs  and  it  is 
assolutely  a  foct  th^t  more  growers  are  tninking  and  tal^cing  good  seed  than 
ever  oefore. 

(Wm.  Stuart). 

Washington,  D.  C.  Notes.  Aug:ust  1,  I'^'dk. 

It  has  been  dry  o-na  hot  all  the  vveek  -until  yesterday  afternoon  when  a 
orief  thunderstorm  passed  over.    Only  12.  h^undredths  of  an  inch  of  rainfall  was 
registered.    The  last  month  has  been  the  dryest  July  here  since  1314.    All  crops 
still  need  rain  oadlj^.    It  is  hot  again  this  morning  and  with  no  indicationsof 
rain. 

Thiirsday  the  writer  took  notes  on  the  experiments  at  Arlington  Farm.  The 
reii)ainder  of  the  time  has  oeen  spent  in  the  Office. 

For  the  week  ending  July  29  the  markets  at  shipping  points,  Eastern  Shore, 
Va.  have  shown  slight  improvement.    The  price  for  Irish  Cobblers  U,  S,  No.  1 
has  increased  from.  $1,55       $2»§0  per  cloth  top, stave  oarrel.    In  the  Kaw  Vali 
ley  District,  Zansas  the  mctrket  has  retrained  the  same  for  the  week.  Sacked 
Irish  Cobolers  U.  S.  No.  1  Drought  85-30^-  per  cwt.    In  the  Cladwel l-Na^ipa  Sec- 
tion, Idaho,  the  price  for  sacked  Irish  Cobolers,  U.  S.  No.  1  dropped  in  price 
from  $1.00  to  ^0^  per  cwt. 

The  leading  states  shipping  carload  lots  are  Virginia,  Kansas  and  Mary- 
land* 


(V/,  M,  Peacock). 
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Greeley.  Colo.  Notes.  A^.igust  k.  192k, 

The  weather  has  been  very  hot  during  the  past  week,  Saturday  being  :t he 
hottest  day  of  the  year,  with  a  teniperature  reaching  101,    We  finished  stacking 
the  second  cutting  of  hay  Friday. 

We  started  irrigating  our  potatoes  this  morning,  this  being  the  third 
irrigation  for  all  of  the  plot  with  the  exception  of  the  irrigation  experiment ♦ 
Two  plots  have  been  watered  three  times,  two  plots  twice  and  two  plots  received 
their  first  irrigation  today. 

We  began  cutting  oats  this  morning  and  believe  they  will  yield  about 
90  bushels  per  acre.      The  condition  of  the  potato  crop  in  the  Greeley  District 
remains  aDout  normal.    The  acreage  is  aoout  ^Ofo  of  that  last  year, 

(W.  C.  Edmundson). 


Pres-^ue  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  August  5.  1924. 

We  have  had  a  few  very  light  showers  in  this  section  of  the  county  dur- 
ing the  past  week.    From  Iridgewater  to  Mars  Hill  a  very  heavy  shower  fell 
Tuesday.     In  the  limestone  section,  along  the  St.  Johji  liiver  and  west  of  Cari- 
bou, considerable  rain  has  fallen  during  the  last  ten  days.    Our  plots  are  very 
dry  and  plant  growth  is  very  slow, 

The  writer  accorapcanied  the  Farm  Bureau  Tour  couiidttee  today  on  a  trip 
through  Easton,  Fort  Fairfield,  Limestone,  and  Ccriuou  to  select  fields  of  Cob- 
blers, Green  Mountains  and  Spaulding  liose  for  inspection  oy  the  Farm  Bureau 
Tour,  August  13  and  Ik.    Many  gooa  fields  were  located.      The  vine  grov/th  in 
the  Limestone  section  is  much  larger  than  in  Pres^^ue  Isle. 

Our  plots  were  rogued  and  sprayed  this  week.    Very  little  disease  was 
found  on  the    Anaas  field. 

A  40  acre  field  of  Kennison's  Triumph  was  inspected  by  the  writer  Tues- 
day.   An  average  of  6OO  pl^nJ:o  counted  in  different  parts  of  the  field  showed 
3,4^  mosaic  and  5'^^  leaf r oil »    An  especially  good  field  of  Green  Mountains 
was  inspected  on  the  East  Caribou  road  on  the  same  day.    This  stock  came  from 
New  York  state  and  no  diseace  at  all  could  be  found. 

(P .  M,  Lombard). 

Fres.±ue  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  Augu&t  2,  1924. 

The  potato  breeding  work  is  well  under  wcty  now.    Many  crosses  have  been 
made  oetween  different  varieties  and  several  lots  have  oeen  inDred.    The  oloom- 
has  been  -iUite  profuse  this  season  and  conditions  nave  been  fairly  good  for  the 
setting  of  seed. 

i  Dr.  A.  B.  Stout  of  the  New  York  Botanical  Garden,  who  is  cooperating 

with  us  in  the  stiidy  of  sterility  in  the  potato,  is  spending  d  few  days  here 
and  is  testing  the  germination  of  tne  pollen  of  as  ..^ny  seedlings  and  commer- 
cicl  varieties  as  it  is  possiole  to  get  pollen  iromi. 
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Cool  weather  has  prevailed  aijring  the  past  week.    No  rain  has  fallen  re- 
cently conse'-^uent ly  the  crops  are  in  need  oi"  more  jioiature.    If  the  dry  condi- 
tions continue  much  longer  it  is  believed  that  the  yield  of  the  early  varieties 
of  potatoes  will  be  considerably  reduced, 

(C.  F.  Clark). 

Vermont  Notes.  August  g.  1924. 

Wednesday  and  Thursday,  july  30  and  31.  '^ere  spent  at  St.  Albans,  in- 
specting the  experimental  potatoes  on  the  jjrigham  f^-rm.    Dr.  Lutui^n  of  the 
University  of  Vermont  was  present  on  the  30th  and  assisted  in  the  notetaking 
and  roguing  of  the  plot.      Coinparatively  few  diseased  units  were  found  so  the 

task  of  removing  diseased  plants  was  relatively  light,      Hain  on  the  29th  and 
additional  showers  on  the  30th  furnished  an  abundance  of  moist'ure  for  the  grow- 
ing plants.    On  the  whole  the  quality  of  the  stock  was  good  and  Oiost  of  the  lots 
had  made  a  satisfactory  growth. 

Mr.  L-righam's  commercial  seed  stock  fields  of  potatoes  are  looking  good. 

The  early  planted  fields  of  string  beans  were  being  harvested,  and  good 
yields  were  being  ootained.    Mr.  jrigham  hos  the  reputation  of  aeing  the  io-rgest 
grower  of  string  beans  in  his  neighborhood. 

Friday,  August  1,  was  spent  inspecting  the  seed  potato  fields  of  the 
Dimock  Orchard  Con$,any  of  East  Corinth,  Vt.     Some  excellent  fields  were  noted 
and  the  writer  hexa  an  opportunity  to  ooserve  a  group  of  "formerettes"  in  &ction 
roguing  out  diseased  plants, 

Ivi",  Limock's  strain  lo  of  the  Green  Mountain  group  is  showing  up  well 
at  Pike,  N.  H.    Another  lot  of  Green  Movntain-s  that  l^iok  very  promising  is  that 
01  the  Lu  -ois  strain.    On  the  ligh1;er  s^ncier  soils  of  the  Connecticut  Ziver 
Valley  the  plants  were  more  or  less  at  a  standstill  from  lack  of  moisiiure.  Bain 
WaS  oadly  needed  in  the  eastervn  and  so^ithern  part  of  the  state  on  August  1« 

¥i*  Dimock  had  just  retu~ned  from  a  brief  trip  through  certain  parts  of 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  and  had  ."Cound  the  potato  crop  in  a  much  more  seri- 
ous condition  as  a  result  of  the  drought  tr.an  had  yet  been  sustained  oy  the  Ver- 
mont crop.    His  prediction  was  that  the  yield  from  early  naturing  varieties 
would  oe  atound  35  *o  ^0  bushels  per  acre. 

(Wm.  Stuart), 

Washington.     ♦  C.  Notes «  Ausru&t  6,  1924. 

Since  the  ^Titer's  ret^irn  to  the  Office,  August  4,  he  has  been  cniefly 
occupied  in  answering  accumulated  mail  and  in  making  preparation  for  his  trip  to 
the  Lritish  Isles,  France  and  Holland,      Ivly  present  plan  is  to  sail  A'ogust  3 
return  Septemoer  22. 

The  weather  for  the  past  three  aays  has  been  extreiusly  warm.    On  Tv'eanes- 
day  the  ?/eather  Bureau  reported  a  maximuu  of  lOci:  degrees  F.    Rain  Thursaay  even- 
ing soaie^hct  reduced  the  teu$erat\are  and  f'ur  lished  much  needed  moisture  to  tne 
growing  crops. 

(Wm.  Stuart). 
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/'Greeley.  Colorado  Notes.. 


The  days  and  nights  h^ve  been  a  little  cooler  diiring  the  jjast  week. 

The  potdtoes  /vere  reditched  Sa.tvra.&y  and  we  began  irrigating  this  morn- 
ing.-     The  Eurals  are  oeing  given  very  light  irrigation  'Ahile  the  Tria3a..phs  need 
to  be  /vatered  a  little  heo-vier.      Triion-phs  planted  about  the  first  of  J-ane  vv'ill 
begin  to  ripen  about  tne  first  of  Septei£iOer,  while  S-urals  planted  aoout  th^t  dc.te 
show  little  signs  of  ripening  until  the  first  of  October,  or  until  after  the 
first  killing  frost.     The  conditions  of  the  potato  crop  reimins  aoout  noriEil« 

( vV .  C  .  Edmunds  on ) . 


f rescue  Isle,  Maine  Notes.  _j-ugu.st_  12^. J^S.^!— 

'.Vith  the  exception  of  a  shower  Sunday  we  have  had  fair  weather  since 
August  5,     Three  guiles  north  of  PreSiUe  Isle  plenty  of  rain  has  fallen. 


On  AroostcoiC  FariH  v^e  are  continuing  spraying  operetions  and  reviving 
diseased  plants  from  oiar  plots.      In  Eiost  pot&to  fields  a  fe»v  a|,iiids  can  be  found 
but  it  is  hoped  tr^at  the  weather  conditions  v»fill  be  unfavor&oie  for  this  pes-  to 
beco.re  abundant  this  year,     //ith  no  f-jrther  increase  in  nuiiiters  stock  from  well 
rogued  fields  should  be  relatively  free  from  virus  diseases  next  year. 

Following  the  Farm  Bureau  Tcura-.  Augiost  13  c^nd  Ik,  the  New  Lrur-svvick  Po- 
tato Grov7e::-s  Associc^tion  .vill  have  a  tour  thr-'ough  Carleton  County,  Millvillo, 
Kesrlch  and  L:.ncoln,  and  the  toa:^  will  be  continued  throiigh  the  Say  of  Cijalem 
district  following  the  Annual  Field  Dc^y  at  the  IVedericton  station  on  Satuiday, 
Aug' 03 1  lb . 

(p.  M.  Lombard). 


The  potato  oreeding  vvoi^Ji  lo  practically  compXet.-^.d.     The  cli-Cicitic  condi- 
tions liavc  ocen  fs-voy-a Lli.?;  tor  -/he  setting  of  seed  so  that  good  results  I'iay  be  ox- 
^oc/'^6Cl-.    Dr-  ttgut;  who  has  been  coopercxting  'with  us  in  the  sttidy  of  sterility  iu 
the  poLato,  has  coirpleted  hxs  ^'ork  here.     Fifteen  hundred  ninety-five  teztf,  of 
po-Llen  vvere  made  from  plants  comprising  nearly  all  the  Vcrletoes  and  see'ilxngs 
whi.-ih.  vve  are  now  grow'ing  at  Fres-ii-.e  Isle.      <fle  nov*/  have  ieco/?dG  of  several  Vc-.r- 
ivji:ies  e-xteufii/ig  over  a  period  of  four  years  which  sho»v  very  concis'.iently  tha.t 
thr'  4-viality  of  pollen  prcd-.^ced  by  tho  plants  of  cl  given  varie-vv  is  very  ccnstEnt 
.'.■so'M  year  to  year.    The  results  of  these  pollen  oests  cr.  artif icial  iiedl:.  hcve 
coincided  ':n  a  remarkaole  c.cg-^ee  with  tne  results  ootained  oy  crrossing  m  the 
field,  hence  they  are  of  gi^ec^t  vc^lue  in  aetermining  what  varieties  can  oe  used  cs 
pollen  parents. 

Lt  ,  Oscar  2abbethge,  who  is  engaged  in  comu.eroial  pl^nt  breeding  in 
Gsroa.ny;  visited  us  todc^y  and  Icoiced  over  tne  creeding  '^-ork  which  is  being  carried 
on  at  this  st£-tion.    Another  recon:;  visiter  irou'i  the  same  coimtr^'  was  ¥r .  August 
C.  St.rauss  of  the  Agricultural  Exceriii-ent  St_tion,  oadische  /nilin  and  Soda  Fdbrik. 

(C.  F,  Clerk). 
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Washington.        C.  Notes. 

The  recent  showers  of  the  past  week  o.id  the  present  lower  tenperature 
have  made  growing  conditions  more  idea-l  for  the  potati*  crop. 

This  morning  the  writer  took  notes  on  the  experiments  at  Arlington  Farm, 
Y^--.    The  hot  aud  dry  vveather  during  the  last  of  July  ^nd  the  first  of  Augasi 
his  caused  an  uneven  germinationv 

The  reaainder  of  the  writer ^s  time  has  been  spent  taking  care  of  the 
correspondence  and  other  office  work. 

(W.  M.  Peacock) » 


I 

I 

i 


I 


THE  EYE 


WEEKLY  POTATO  EUILETIN 
of  the 

OEFICE  OF  HOr.TICUL'TDRAl  IF\ESTIGATIONS 


AUG  9  2  19*74 

■rts  iraterial  contained  herein  is  not  for  puolication  except  by 
;erEis£icn  from  the.Office  of  Horticultixral  Investigations. 


Greeley.  Colorado  Totes.  August  18.  l-^24. 

^  There  i:ave  oaen  a  nunber  of  hot  days  during  the  past  week.     The  nights, 

however,  have  oeen  ^uite  cool  and  favoraole  for  potiato  growing.    No  rain  has 
fallen  as  yet  during  the  suriMier  out  owing  to  the  good  supply  of  irrigation  water 
crops  have  not  suffered  for  lack  of  moisture. 

IVe  Degan  orrigating  potatoes  Smday  morning  and  will  finish  by  tonight. 
The  oats  were  threshed  this  week,  yielding  aoout       oushels  per  acre. 

?/Ir.  W.  H.  Olin,  Supervisor  of  Agriculture  for  the  Denver,  Eio  Grande, 
Western  I?ailway  systeiri,  gives  the  following  car  lot  shipa.ents  for  the  district 
tributary  to  their  roads: 


1923  1924 


U236 

3S5O  estimated 

397 

525 

Caroondale-Aspen  Dist .  

891 

720 

rdfle  3-  Lovver  Grande  Valley  

1504 

ii325 

Montrose- Olat he-Delta  Dist.  

2266 

I850 

Utah  &  Salt  Lake  Valleys  

309 

250 

Mr.  Olin  reicarks  that  the  present  growing  conditions  would  indicate 
good  quality  of  tuoers.    He  also  \irged  the  gro.vers  to  use  new  sacks  and  grade 
closely  for  U.  S.  Grade  No.  1, 

At  the  present  time  the  carlot  shipn.ent  for  tne  Greeley  District  this 
year  is  estimated  at  about  3o50  as  cocqpared  with  4C00  last  year. 

( iiV .  C  •  Edmunds  on ) . 

Pres-xue  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  August  I'-j.  1924. 

The  drouth  in  this  section  re^.^ins  unoroKen.    The  early  varieties  are  ■ 
going  down  fast  and  even  the  late  varieties  are  oeginning  to  turn  yellow.  Har- 
vesting of  grain  has  oegun.    The  straw  is  very  short,  however,  the  yield  of  oats 
and  wheat  is  fair  and  the  v^uality  is  expected  to  be  good. 

T^^.e  r^rm  iiureau  Auto  Toior,  which  oegan  in  Houlton,  Aug-c^t  ;13  c-t  5  A.  M. 
vvr.s  joined  oy  the  writer  at  noon  in  Pres^ue  Isle.    Exceptionally  good  fields 
totaling  in  acreage  of  45O  acres  of  Irish  Cobblers;  100  acres  of  Spaulding  Hose 
and  i+OO  acres  of  Green  Mountains  vvere  visited  during  the  two  day  tour.  Be- 
ginning in  Houlton  fields  were  visited  in  Mars  Hill,  Easton,  Fresv^ue  Isle,  Cari- 
bou, Fort  Fairfield,  Limstone,  washburn  and  ^aplet-on.      The  writer  was  glad  to 
meet  a  few  of  the  visitors  from  outside  among  whom  were:-  Jvlr.  and  Mrs,  Dimock 
and  I'^r,  Dimock's  chiaf  inspector,  Miss  Elizabeth  Clark,  from  East  Corinth,  Vt . ; 
¥.r„  3oulter  from  Char  lot  tet  own,  P.  S«  I.;  IJk .  Hubbard,  Ivir.  del  Cleiiients  and  Mr. 
Ficks  froiT:  Fredericton,  N,  B,;  T.  C.  2ohnson  of  Diamond  Springs,  Va.  ;  Vx .  E.  L, 
Newdick  of  Augusta,  Maine  and  ¥t  .  Kellum  of  Eastern  Shore,  V«a,.      '^siuite  a  numcer 
joined  the  New  2runswick  Auto  Tour  through  Carelton,  Millville,  Iies^ich  end  Lin- 
coln Counties. 


Eighty  acres  of  the  Dohcrty  strain  of  Irish  Coooler  »vere  inspected  on  t^.c 
farms  in  Florenceville ,  M,  L",;  40  acres  of  the  .  irminghau  strain  in  Hortland  a.xd 
'  kO  acres  of  Prince  Edward  Island  stocK;  near  i-'Iillvilie.    Tne  latter  field,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  writer,  was  oy  far  the  oest  lot  of  Irish  Cobolers  inspected.  T/'an; 
fields  of  Green  Mountains,  ail  of  the  McCain  strain,  vrere  seen  and  all  ^^ere  e::- 
ceptionaily  free  from  disease, 

Saturday  morning  some  very  interesting  experimental  plots  of  potatoes  wer<; 
inspected  at  ttss  Ereaericton  Experimental  Station,  auiong  the  more  important  of 
which  were:-  potato  diseases;  :"::ethods  of  applying  fertilizer;  test  strains  of 
potatoes;  spraying  versus  dusting;  size  of  seed;  test  of  effect  of  storage  tem- 
peratures; hill  selection  plots  and  test  of  insecticides  and  fungicides, 

because  of  the  illness  of  one  of  our  party       returned  to  Pres-iUe  Isle 
after  lunch,  leaving  Fredericton  at  li}0. 

(?,  M,  Lombard). 

Fres-xue  Isle,  Maine  Notes.  August  lb.  1934. 

During  the  past  week  the  diseased  plants  have  been  roguea  from  the  seed- 
lings and  some  descriptive  notes  r^ve  oeen  taken.      Tne  !:reeding  work  in  the 
field  has  been  completed.    Some  crosses  are  Deing  made  in  the  gr-eenhouse  in  con- 
nection with  the  studies  of  incomfatioility  in  the  wild  species  of  potato  which 
we  are  now  growing. 

The  dry  weather  continues  and  unless  &  soaking  rain  comes  soon  it  is  De- 
lieved  that  the  potato  yields  »vill  oe  somewhat  reduced,  especially  in  this  im- 
mediate vicinity. 

IZr,  and  Ifjcs*  Dimock  and  Miss  Eliaabeth  Clark  of  the  Dimock  Orchard  Company 
East  Corpith,  Vermont,  were  recent  visitors  at  the  station. 

(C.  F.  Clark). 

y/ashinjiton.  L.  C.  Fotes.  Au£,ust  c2,  l^k-t. 

The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  variable.    Tne  h^amiaity  and 
temperature  both  have  varied  from  one  extreme  to  the  other  for  this  se^^son  of  the 
year.      There  seeius  to  ae  sui'iicient  axjiount  of  soil  moisture  to  produce  good  ve- 
getative grorttn.    It  is  cloudy  ana  showers  are  predicted  today  by  the  U,  S. 
Weather  lureau. 

Yesterday  notes  were  taken  on  the  potato  experiments  c,t  Arlington  Farm, 
Va.  in  the  cold  storage  experiment  to  detirmine  the  proper  temper at-uxe  at  which 
to  store  seed  potatoes.    Those  held  at  33  degrees  F.  and  40  degrees  F.  have 
started  off  better  than  those  held  at  yc  degrees  F,    Due  to  the  dro^oght  d^jring 
tiie  latt.r  part  of  July  sjid  August  so.ue  plants  are  just  coming  up,  Ho.-»ever, 
tnese  plants  seem  to  oe  strong  and  vigorous. 


(W*  M.  i-eacock). 
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Greeley.  Colo.  Motes.  August  25.  1924. 

began  irrigating  jcotatoes  this  morning.      This  will  be  the  last  irri- 
gation for  the  Trixinjhs  and  Downings,    The  P.urals  will  oe  watered  once  and  possi- 
bly twice  uiOre  during  the  season. 

Practically  all  of  the  early  potatoes  of  this  section  are  ueing  handled 
by  trucks,  Denver  taking  the  larger  percentage  of  the  crop. 

The  caobage  £uarket  dropped  off  '^^  the  last  of  the  week.      Dealers  axe 
>aU0ting  caooage  at         per  hundred  to  the  grc/t'ers.    It  is  reported  that  niuch 
of  the  late  cacoage  will  never  be  harvested  owing  to  the  ravages  of  grasshop- 
pers, which  have  caused  very  serious  losses  to  crops  tMs  year.    Much  of  the 
young  alfalfa  has  oeen  entirely  destroyed. 

(W.  C .  Edmunds  on) . 


Pres^ue  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  August  26.  1924. 

The  weather  has  been  cloudy  for  several  days  out  no  rain  has  fallen  un- 
til today. 

Grain  matured  early  and  considerable  has  been  harvested  during  the  past 

week. 

During  the  past  week  we  put  a  brick  chizmey  for  the  greenhouse;  put 
a  ceiling  of  celotex  in  the  potato  cellar  and  arranged  the  ventilator  shafts 
flush  with  the  ceiling  so  as  to  draw  off  all  moisture  and  foul  air. 

Cur  plots  have  been  togued  for  possioly  the  last  time  this  season.  Very 
little  disease  v^as  found  on  our  four  acre  plot  on  the  Annas  field.    No  late 
blight  has  been  reported  to  date  and  aphids  are  very  scarce. 

Potato  harvesting  will  begin  about  September  10, 

(F .  M,  Lomo&rd). 

Pres^ue  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  August  25.  192U. 

The  greater  part  of  the  time  during  the  past  week  has  been  devoted  to 
taking  descriptive  notes  on  the  potato  varieties  and  seedlings. 

The  cool  weather  which  we  are  now  having  and  a  good  rain  Wednesday  night 
have  made  conditions  very  favorable  for  the  growth  of  the  potatoes  in  this  sec- 
tion, so  that  the  present  prospects  are  e.-»c3llent  for  a  gooa  crop  of  the  late 
varieties,  provided  early  frosts  do  not  cut  short  tneir  growth. 


(C.  F.  Clark). 


.   .       .  ....      ■      :  ^  ■         •■'    ■  i 


9' ' Washington.  D.  C.  .Notes. 


August  29.  IS^U. 


There  were  several  showers  Monday  and  early  Tuesday  uiorning.    Tiae  total 
precipitation  for  this  period  was  I.50  inches.      Dioring  the  A^eel:  the  teng^erature 
and  hwiidity  have  oeen  high. 

The  writer  has  spent  most  of  the  time  in  the  office.    The  potato  experi- 
a.ents  at  Arlington  Faro;,  Va.  are  growing  well  now. 

■  Mr.  J.  Norton  woodruff,  isridgeton,  N.  J.,  reports  that  there  is  almost 

a  perfect  stand  of  the  potato  expariiuents  planted  on  his  farm  this  month.  The 

same  is  true  with  his  coim-srcial  field  planted  aoout  the  same  time  for  the  csrt- 
ified  seed  potato  trade. 

New  Jersey  is  leading  strong  in  the  carlot  shipaients  of  potatoes.    A  week 
ago  there  were  333  carlot  shipments  of  pot^-.toes  in  New  Jersey,    There  has  been 
a  big  decrease  in  the  carlot  shipments  of  potatoes  in  Eastern  Shore,  Virginia 
and  Maryland, 


(W.  M,  Peacock). 
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Greeley.  Colorado  Notes. 


Septeuioer  i. ,  l-)c:'4. 


The  dry  spell  reua,ins  -unDroKen.     PrciCtically  no  rc^in  h^s  fallen  since 
potato  planting.     There  has  been  a  good  s^apply  ol  irrigation  water,  however, 
and  it  is  oelieved  that  the  potato  crop  in  the  Greeley  District  rertains  aoout 
nor  iT-al . 

We  started  irrigating  the  potatoes  yesterday  xorning  and  expect  to  fin- 
ish by  tonight.    It  is  hoped  that  this  will  De  the  laSt  time  the  potatoes  will 
have  to  oe  irrigated  this  year,  but  if  the  dry  vveather  continues  we  iray  ce 
ooliged  to  irrigate  again  next  week, 

Friday  the  new  potato  storcige  cellar  *vas  covered  with  earth.    A  scraper 
or  slip  was  used  for  conveying  the  dirt  onto  the  dugout.    A  long  rope  was  fast- 
ened to  the  scraper  in  order  that  a  teau.  could  ce  wcr.^ed  on  the  other  side  of 
the  dugout,    A  rope  was  run  through  a  pulley  at  the  peat^  of  the  roof,  the  p-olle; 
Deing  suspended  fro.ii  a  /vooden  trestle.     This  vvas  found  to  oe  a  very  effective 
method  of  covering  the  roof  .vith  earth.    All  sonstruction  vvon:  at  the  new  sta- 
tion has  oeen  proceeding  very  satisfactorily. 

('■;.  C.  Edniunds on). 

Fres-i.ue  Isle,  ^/aine  Fetes.  Septe-^ter  2,  l^c-^. 

The  weather  for  the  past  wee^  h^s  oeen  -^uite  cloudy  with  ccnsiderable 
rain.     Consider aole  grain  has  been  hcjrvested  Dut  very  few  potatoes. 

We  have  been  thorough  o-ar  plots  again  this  .vee^  lor  disease  plants.  To 
date  no  late  blight  nas  Deen  founa  on  the  Aroostooi  'FcXCu  plots  nor  in  our  seed 
plot  on  the  Arinas  field.     Several  fields  have  gone  do.*n  with  late  olight  in  the 
county. 

Very  little  harvesting  will  be  done  in  this  section  this  .veek.  The 
Northern  Maine  Fair  opened  yesterday  in  Fres-^ue  Isle  and  will  continue  ruost  of 
the  week, 

(P.  IVj,  Lomoard). 

Pres^iue  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  August   30,  1^24, 

li'eather  ccnditicns  d-uring  the  past  week  have  been  ideal  far  the  groi^th 
of  potatoes.     There  is  little  indication  of  ixaturit^  ci  the  vines  so  growth  iiaj-- 
be  expected  to  continue  for  so.xe  time  mless  checked  by  an  early  frost.    A  few 
early  potatoes  h^ve  oeen  dug  in  this  section.    The    yields  have  oeen  reported  t-: 
oe  rather  lov/  as  well  as  the  price  v*hicn  is  aoout  $1.50  per  oarrel. 

The  Northern  Maine  Fair  will  be  held  at  Fres^ue  Isle  next  week.    V/e  are 
^  '        preparing  an  exhioit  of  potatoes  which  v>ili  induce  representc^tives  of  most  of 
the  iroups,   sc-i.e  of  tne  nii see licin ecus  Vc^rieties  cind  a  feiv  seedlings. 

Dr,  Humphjre^s  cf  Cereal  Investigations,  U.  S.  T.  A«,  and  Ir .  Xarl  Sa:c  ox 
the  Maine  Experiment  Station,  .'vere  recent  visiters  ^.t  this  stc^ticn, 

(C.  F,  Clarx). 


c 


■V, 


The  Potato  Conference,  which  was  held  -under  t  ne  aiispices  of  the  roara 
of  Agriculture  for  Scotland,  Augus't  20  and  21,  was  excectionaily  well  dttenaea 
oy  groovers,  seedsmen,  potato  specialists  and  scientists. 

The  opening  session  of  tne  conference,  wnich  vvas  held  in  the  agricuitui 
classroom  of  the  University,  was  ably  presided  over  by  Viscoiant  rovar.  ¥x. 
Jau.es  wood,  the  president  of  the  _  oard  of  A-riculture ,  in  his  opening  paper  gav. 
a  clear  o,nd  succinct  review  of  the  riant  Registration    oara's  work  in  the  r=gis- 
trction  of  iriimure  varieties  of  the  potc^to,  and  tne  certification  oi  potc^to  stodc 
The  speaiisr  e.aphasized  tr.e  fact  tnat  tne  u.odern  develop...ent  of  the  potato  -uight 
oe  regarded  ^s  dating  iroii;  the  disastrous  client  years  of  1845- '^+6,  ana  further 
stated  that  Scottisn  oreeders  could  lay  clairu  to  no  srucill  pa.rt  in  th-at  develop- 
0.6  nt .     It  was  claimed  that  in  Pat  arson's  Victoria  (I650),  Ficol's  Champion  (Ib^. 
and  Iv'^iven's  Maincrop  (1682),  had  oeen  laid  the  groundwork  of  the  notaole  var- 
ieties raised  by  Findlay,  vvhose  Up-to-Date  (18:;i3)  was  undouutealy  the  most  cos- 
aaf)ppiltijafi.main  crop  variety  of  tne  potato  in  existence. 

Special  mention  was  maae  of  tne  successful  potato  breeders,  Messrs, 
IV.icKelvie  and  Parish,  who  have  produced  a  nuiuoer  of  ne.v  VcLrieties,  Attention 
v»as  Cci,lled  to  the  couixnonly  accepted  view  thc-t  Scottish  ored  seed  potatoes  inr- 
3-ursd  a  high  degree  of  productivity  in  the  crop-  aerived  irom  them.  Climatic 
conditions  were  believed  to  oe  a  large  factor  in  producinggocd  seed.  IruTaturit^ 
of  seed  was  emphasized  as  being  highly  desiraoie* 

The  control  of  "wart  disease"  r^s  also  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
:  oard  through  tne  conduct  of  e.^tensive  trids  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
the  iadiiunity  or  noni^uiuunityof  varieties  to  tnis  disy^se.    As  a  result  of  these 
tests  it  has  been  possiole  to  prevent  the  planting  of  noniiimiUne  Varieties  on 
known  wart  infested  land. 

In  order  to  provide  the  mc*rket  with  a  iuantity  of  j.\ire  stock,  of  iramune 
varieties  for  distrioution,  the    oard  in  I3I8  instituted  a  voluitary  scheme  of 
certification  of  crops  of  these  varieties.     Tne  degree  of  interest  taken  by 
growers  in  seed  certification    ci-y  ue  judged  from  tne  fdct  th^t  in  I923,  the 
area  certified  totaled  o7iOOO  dcrss .    The  training  of  competent  fiela  inspector:, 
was  emph.asized  ai'd  ar.  outline  of  plan  pursued  in  the  instruction  of  these  men. 
So-i.e  cOO  co:i;.i.on  varieties  and  loO  rogues  csa  e^o^n  on  tne  EdSt  Craigs  trio,! 
grounds.     In  addition  to  this  a  section  is  devoted  to  the  growing  of  stocks 
Imown  to  contain  de£,enercitive  or  virus  diseases,     Vi/itn  the  dd  of  this  na-teridl 
it  is  possiole  to  give  the  woula-be  inspector  an  intensive  training  in  the  idei'.t 
iiicction  of  Vcjrieties,  varietal  mi.vtures,  iDolters  and  wildings-.     It  is  also 
poboiDle  to  teach  him  no«»  to  recognize  the  presence  of  aiseases  in  the  seed  stcd 
d-uring  the  growing  season. 

The  registration  of  a  v^jriety  is  dependent  on  its  proved  iiL^Ti-unity  to 
rtart  disease,  and  on  the  recOii.-.exadation  of  a  Synonyu;  Committee  appointed  ay  tne 
roard.     The  duty  of  tr:e  committee  is  to  certify  that  any  variety  recommended  kvai. 
new  and  distinct  in  type,  was  e^ual  to  or  superior  to  any  stioidc^rd  variety  of 
the  Same  period  of  ffict-ority  in  respect  to  qualities  -vhich  give  them  a  high  mar- 
ket Vivlue,  and  were  free  from  an;>  tena^ncy  to  contract  deterioration  diseases. 
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The  second  paper  of  the  Conference  was  given  oy  J.  A.  Scott  Watson, 
Professor  of  Agricultiire  in  the  University  of  Edinb-urgh.    The  suoject  of  this 
paper  was "FieldiTrials  of  potato  Varieties."      Tne  spscucer  ^uphasized  the  necest 
ty  of  paying  very  careful  attention  to  the  arrangen.ent  of  the  trial  plots,  the 
replication  of  the  plots  or  of  the  stock  in  order  to  aiinimize  variations  in  soil 
fertility,  and  in  iiaoisture.    Diagrains  were  given  in  order  to  show  an  acceptable 
axrangaQ-ient  of  the  replication  plots. 

Considerable  discussion  foilo*ved  the  presentation  of  these  two  papers* 

(Wm.  Stuart), 

London.  England  Notes  ♦  A\:tgust  2S.  19£^- 

Cool,  rain;y  and  cloudy  weather  throughout  much  ot  the  potato  growing 
season  in  the  British  Isles  has  made  it  vary  difiicult  to  properly  cultivate  the 
crop,  and  has  furnished  unusually  favoraole  conditions  ior  the  developa:ent  of 
late  blight.    The  first  evidence  of  late  blight  w^s  observed  oy  the  vvrit^^r  wnile 
traveling  from  London  to  Edinburgh  on  August  Ij.    The  potato  fields  in  the  cen- 
tral portion  of  England  showed  a  lack  in  vigor  of  plants  as  compared  with  those 
near  the  border  of  Scotland  and  north  to  Edinourgh.    Late  olight  was  more  in  evi- 
dence in  Scotland  than  in  Englana. 

On  account  of  the  coolness  of  the  clinidte  the  late  blight  is  incapable 
of  spreading  so  rapialy  or  of  coiQ-letely  killing  the  plants  as  uuickly  as  in  ovx 
own  country  where  higher  teiiperat-ores  prevail.      There  is  little  ^^uestion,  how- 
ever, as  to  the  ultimte  destruction  ox  the  plants  as  the  late  olight  infection 
is  well  distributed  throughout  the  xields  &nd  there  is  calmest  certain  to  be  a 
heavy  loss  from  tuber  infection  and  the  conse^^^uent  decay  resulting  therefrom. 
Similar  conditions  of  infection  occur  in  the  vicinity  of  "elfast  but  on  account 
of  the  growers  raving  sprayed  their  plants  with  bordeaux  udxture  the  disease  is 
being  held  more  or  less  in  check.    It  was  ^uite  evident,  however,  that  the  spray- 
ing had  not  been  thorough  and  there  is  almost  certain  to  03  considerable  loss 
from  decay.    According  to  Dr.  Paul  E.  ivlurphy,  pathologist  of  the  College  of  Sci- 
ences of  DuDlin,  Ireland,  late  olight  has  proctically  destroyed  the  potato  plants 
in  the  south  of  Ireland. 

According  to  recent  advices  received  at  the  London  office  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Corrimerce,  the  European  potato  crop  is  going  to  oe  considerobly  greater 
than  that  of  last  year. 

(Wm.  Stucj-rt). 

Washington,  D.  C,  Notes.  Septemoer     ,  1^^^. 

Cool  weather  has  prevailed  d-uring  the  past  v^eek*    There  have  been  sev- 
eral showers. 

Since  the  last  issue  01  the  "Eye"  the  writer's  time  has  oeen  spent  in 
answering  the  oifice  correspondency},  editing  the  Septeiaoar  numoer  of  the  Potato 
News  'ulletin  and  taking  notes  on  the  potato  ejcperiments  at  Arlington  Farm,  Va, , 
and  on  Frank  L,  Ott's  farm  and  J,  Norton  ?;oodruxf 's  farm  near  Bridget  on,  N,  J, 
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Greeley.  .^'Olo.'-  hot  as.  Sei:teiiiDer  8.  1924. 

'.te  DegcOi  irrigating  potatoes  S'jriaay.  This  v/ill  oe  the  last  irrigation 
of  potcitoes  tiiis  year.  Ordinarily  it  is  not  necessary  to  irrigate  potatoes  aft 
the  first  wee^  in  Septeaiber . 

Dr.  L.  C»  CorDett  visited,  the  station  I>i. daj'  and  Saturday.    All  experi- 
luental  work  was  reviewed.     Jiiilding  and  future  operating  plans  for  the  new  farm 
were  also  discussed.     Saturday  a  trip  ^vas  ^-lade  to  Estes,  to  deteriuine  the  advis- 
ability of  conducting  experiitental  work  at  that  point.    Estes  has  an  elevation 
of  7,500  feet. 

It  was  found  that  potatoes  growing  in  the  oottoiu  l^nd  had  oeen  killed 
by  frost,  while  potatoes  grovvn  on  the  Bench  land  had  escaped  all  frost  injury. 

On  the  farm  of  ¥x ,  McGregor  we  found  CoDblers,  Chios,  and  Peachblows. 
The  type  of  each  variety  was  good. 

A  field  of  head  lettuce  was  also  inspected.    This  is  the  first  year 
that  head  lettuce  has  been  grown  at  Estes.     It  is  believed  th^t  this  nay  develop 
into  a  profitable  industry.    Dr.  Coroett  left  for  Riverside,  Saturday  evening. 

We  are  preparing  an  experiment  today  for  the  ?i/eld  County  Fair,  which 
opens  tonr.orrow. 

(?\^.  C.  EdiTiundson) . 

Pres^ue  Isle.  Maine  Notes.  Sente^nber  10,  19^4. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  i*as  coul,  with  soix^*  rain,  Monday,  Tuesday, 
Friday,  and  Saturday. 

The  Northern  Maine  Fair  opened  Tuesday  and  continued  four  days.  This 
is  the  largest  fair  in  this  section  uf  the  country. 

The  exhioition  of  live  stock  was  not  as  large  as  in  past  years  but 
what  it  lacked  in  •u\:antity  was  oiade  up'  in  quality. 

The  poultry  exhioit  WdS  large  and  exceptionally  good. 

The  potato  exhibit  was  the  best  Aroostt)ok  hdS  ever  h-ad.    This  was  brougr.. 
about  by  special  premiums  being  offered  for  three  varieties  of  certified  seed 
from  one  faring  the  best  peck  of  certified  Irish  CobDler,  Spaulding  r;ose  and  Greeu 
Mountain  and  five  and  ten  variety  displays. 

There  are  still  too  crany  prizes  offered  for  mi  seel  lane  ous  najied  variet- 
ies, which  are  of  no  couimercial  importance  to  this  section  of  the  comtry.  The 
bulk  of  this  class  of  pre^niuuis  will  be  elinunated  from  the  preiiduiu  list  next 
year . 

The  exhiDit  of  field  grains  Wc.s  very  sjmll.     The  garden  vegetables  ex- 
hioit was  very  good  faking  into  consideration  the  poor  season  vve  have  hc-d  for 
gcjrdens. 
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The  writer  had  the  t^sk.  oi'  judging  the  exrdDits  in  the  ugri cult-oral  Ds- 
part:.3nt  ,  which  included  cct^-coes,  lield  grains,   Vogetaoles  and  fruit.     Mr.  Ferr^ 
Oi  tne  Inb^cicide  and  ^ungiciaa  O^iice  kindly  hcJidled  the  fruit. 

A'e  nad  our  usual  display  of  Vc^rieties  ^nd  seedlings  in  the  Ai"Oostook 
Farm  booth.  This,  together  with  the  i;atnological  and  cereal  displays,  cn^de  a 
very  interesting  and  instructive  oooth. 

vVe  expect,  vvitn  weather  permitting,  to  begin  harvesting  by  hand  cur 
3;rall  lots,  Yonday.      Most  fields  are  still  very  green  and  vsry  little  harvesting 
vvill  be  done  for  another  vi/eek. 

(F,  M,  Loribard). 

vVashington.  D.  C.  Notes.  Septe.^cer  11.  192^. 

The  weather  since  the  last  issue  of  the  "Eye",  Sept.  3,  has  oeen  un- 
seasonaoly  cool.    Higher  teraperature  has  oeen  promised  for  todo-y.      There  hase 
oeen  a  fev;  light  sho/vsrs. 

The  v»riter  has  spent  the  last  fe.v  days  in  the  Office. 

Ne^  Jersey  is  still  leading  in  carlot  shipiiients  of  potest oes.  During 
the  week,  from  Sept,  3  to  3  inclusive,  out  of  a  total  shipoient  of  4,104  New 
Jersey  is  credited  ^ith  1,3^3  carloads.     Geographically,  New  Jersey  is  advantage- 
ously located  for  potato  production.    ThJ.s  is  especially  true  during  periods  of 
e^tre-iie  temperctures « 

On  September  S,  southern  New  Jersey  Irish  Cobolers,  U,  S.  Grade  No.  1, 
carloads  f.  o.  D.  were  selling  for  $1,40  to  $1.50  per  cwt .      This  saixe  variety 
ana  grade  at  Grand  Junction,  Colo,  was  bringing  95^  to  $1.00  per  cwt.;  Idaho 
-v-orals,  in  the  Caldwell-Nai-ij)a  District,  Idaho,  were  selling  for  75  to  S5^  per  cwt 

The  SepteinDer  crop  forecast  xor  potatoes  is  413,000,000  oushels.  This 
is  fourteen  ydllion  bushels  increase  over  the  August  forecast  and  slightly  great- 
er than  last  year's  yield.    The  average  yield  for  a  seven  year  period  (1914-1920) 
was  37o,o75»000  oushels.     Thus  the  future  is  not  very  promising  for  this  year's 
potato  grower.     Careful  grading  will  help  the  producers  to  ootain  better  returns. 


(W.  M,  Peacock). 
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Denver,  Colorado  Notes. 


SepteiijDsr  15,  1924. 


Wednesday  night  1.20  inches  oi  rain  fell.    This  was  the  first  rai^ 
we  have  had  since  the  first  week  of  Jione.    .vhile  this  rain  was  generally  con- 
sidered to  oe  ^uite  valuaole,  it  came  at  a  very  inopportxine  tiuie  for  njany  of 
the  potato  grovvers.    aost  of  the  potatoes  had  Deen  irrigatea  only  a  few  days 
previous  to  the  rain  and  so  tnese  fields  are  no^  too  wet  lor  good  growing  con- 
di  t  i  ons  . 

As  a  result  of  the  rain  there  is  consideraole  gro.i/tn  crack  in  evidence, 
and  there  will  oe  nore  worm  track  or  flea  oettle  injury  on  the  tuoers  than  if 
the  soil  contained  less  moisture  at  this  time. 

Very  few  shipments  are  being  made  at  present,  dealers  quoting  &0<^  per 
hundred  to  the  growers. 

,  C  Edmunds  on). 

fresv^ue  Isle,  Maine  Notes.  September  l6,  1924. 

The  weather  ior  the  past  week  has  been  cloudy  with  some  rain.  Late 
olight  has  made  its  appearance  in  this  section  within  the  past  vveek  and  fields 
not  properly  sprayed  /v'ith  some  form  of  copper  spray  are  going  down  rapidly, 

A  large  number  of  farii.ers  have  oeen  unable  to  do  much  harvesting  of  po- 
tatoes.   Frost  has  hela  off  and  potato  vines  are  still  very  green,  especially 
those  of  late  varieties. 

Early  last  week  shippers  were  paying  $1,25  per  bbl,  for  Irish  Cobblers 
this  price  dropping  by  the  end  of  the  weeK  to  $1.15.  Today  the  price  is  $1.00 
per  obi. 

We  have  continued  harvesting  by  hand  since  Sept.  8  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  19<^4  seedling^, we  have  coupleted  the  hand  wori£. 

Of  the  ij3,terial  indexed  last  winter  75S  selections  wore  saved  om  65^ 
of  the  total  number  planted.      Of  the  40  hill  lots,  iiatsrial  indexed  in  192j), 
167  lots  or  oSfo  was  saved.      Some  except icnctlly  fine  Triumph  selections  were 
saved  in  the  40  hili  lots,  one  numoer  yielding  at  the  rate  of  6(20  oushels  per 
acre. 

With  the  material  to  be  indexed  this  winter  we  shall  re.j.uire  between 
4  and  5  acres  ior  our  tuber  inaex  work  alone. 

(P.  M.  Lombard), 

Pres-iUe  Isle,  Maine  Notes.  September  I3 ,  19ii4. 

During  the  past  week  we  have  imde  g;ood  progress  with  the  potato  diggin 
having  dug  the  1922  ana  192j)  seedlings  and  '-he  greater  pca"t  oi  tne  tuoer  in- 
dex experiment,    lie  ho-ve  not  started  the  di^-ger  yet  as  the  vines  are  still 
green  &nd  the  tubers  immature  and  easily  oruiseo.. 
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Only  a  few  ccnirercial  growers  have  started  digging  out  ver^  few 
fields  are  sufficiently  .Tature.  The  present  price  of  taole  stocii:,  $1.25 
$1.50  per  barrel,  is  not  very  encouraging. 

(a  F.  Clari). 

1 

Washington,  E.  C.  Fotes,  Septei^ber  I3, 

Moderately  cool  weather  has  prevailed  during  the  past  week.  There  iase 
been  a  fevv  light  sho.'ver=?.  Por  the  lasf^^vvo  vveeKS  it  has  been  ideal  jveather  for 
the  expression  of  mosaic. 

Yesterday  the  writer  took  notes  on  tne  potato  exper indents  at  Arlington 
Far.ii.      The  seed  potatoes,  which  were  held  at  yd  degrees  F, ,  are  not  producing 
as  good  results  as  those  stored  at  }G  aegrc^es  F  and  40  aegress  F.     Tne  differ- 
ence this  season  .iib.y  be  partially  explained       least  oy  the  drought  which  fcl- 
lovved  the  planting  of  this  experiinent .      The  potatoee  th-at  were  held  at  j^^  de- 
grees F.  did  not  geridnc^te  as  soon  as  those  held  at  the  higher  tempertitures, 
Conse-iUently,  those  that  were  held  at  }2  degrees  F.  »vere  affected  s.ois  Dy  tne 
drou=,nt  at  tne  tiae  they  geriainatea. 

The  saniple  of  '.V.hite  iv.'oCorndcks ,  which  WcS  supposed  to  oe  the  oest  in 
the  state  of  Mary."' and,  in  reference  to  oe?.ng  free  frem  virvis  diseases,  snows 
100;;^  jrosaic  in  the  test  at  Arll.:^^ton  Far^;-  Va.    IvCari^"  02  the  plants  of  this  var- 
iety seemed  to  be  afrect.ed  with  ooth  aiosa^c  and  leaf-roll.    Frof .  Thcs.  ^vhixe, 
of  Maryland  'Jniveisity,  writes  that  he  louna  S^fo  mosaic  in  the  .vhite  McCcr:d.cks 
from  tne  saaie  soiarce.     The  problem  now  is  to  find  a  variety  tha.t  will  be  pro- 
ductive under  the  soil  and  clima,tic  conditions  of  Maryland  durine,  the  late 
suinter  and  autuiOi. 

Few  jersey  is  still  leading  in  carlot  shiprcents  of  potatoes.  Other 
leading  states  in  shipmant  of  potatoes  are, —  i.Cains,  ^/iichigan,  and  Minnesota, 
There  has  been  very  little  cht-.nge  in  price  a-.iring  the  last  week. 

Messrs.  L,  r/L'\'!arDle  of  Canton,  Pa.  and  H.  H.  Marshall,  Falmcuth, 
Fnglana,  cdled  at  the  Office  diu'ing  the  past  weer., 

(W,  M4  Peacock). 

"I'ne  Hague",  Holland.  Septemeber ,  S,  1924. 

The  past  week  has  been  <. n  urAisually  busy  one.     On  Vonaay  .Lorning, 
Sept.  1,  the  writer  took  an  ear''y  train  for  i/olvernanpton  for  ohe  purpose  of 
visiting  a  long^irae  ccrrespondei  t  and  vcl  -in-'seer  ccilacorator  in  potato  breed- 
ing A^ork,  Kr„  F,     ,  Ke&y,  who  Vfry  kinaly  met  hiiu  at  -che  station.    The  day  ,.as 
spent  in  examining  seedling  potc-toes  and  c  o-xmercial  varieties  on  ivlTt  Keay's 
farm.    Although,  as  has  been  sf.:  d the  writer  has  been  in  cciuiiiunication  v/ibh 
Mr.  Keay  for  a  iiumoer  of  years  .  e  was  no^  2  rv^.pviTsd  to  find  a  man,  still  in  the 
priiiie  of  life,  who  has  devoted  seme  45  ysax 3  to  the  hyo^-i.diiiatir'n  of  potato 
varieties.     It  is  diff^.c^jJ.t  -0  i  ive  any  ajo.a  .luate  accoijrt  of  w.bat  this  enthiisi- 
astic  potato  breeder  h^.s  accoa    ishsd  auri.ig  i-hAS  perked  of  time  and  for  that 
reason  no  attempt  will  be  jjc^o.^  Ic  do  so,  cihi-r  x.han  to  say  that  like  some  ctner 
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_  potato  breeders  of  an  earlier  generation  the  financial  ret-urns  from  his  »vork 
^na.ve  been  very  meagre,  indeed.    In  another  respect  also  ¥x ,  Keay  may  be  likened 
to  so.T.e  American  predecessors  who  sold  hyoridized  potato  seed  to  seedsnaen  or 
freely  distriouted  it. among  their  fri-^nds,  and  oecame  silent  and  nonparticipat- 
ing  partners  in  the  introduction  of  new  varieties  produced  from  their  seed. 

Notwithstanding  th^at  ¥iT  .  Feay  is  morally  certain  that  .cany  new  varieties 
produced  from  his  hycridized  potato  seed  have  oecou.e  important  comnnercial  var- 
ieties and  that  he  has  not  profited  thereoy,  it  has  not  di;raced  his  enthusiasiu 
nor  iT:aae  him  the  less  willing  to  supply  his  friends  today  with  any  material 
tho-t  can  be  spared,  even  to  a  tuber  or  two  of  his  most  promising  seedlings. 
One  does  not  have  to  converse  very  long  with  him  to  realize  the  grasp  he  has  of 
his  subject  and  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  varieties  with  which  he  has  worri- 
ed.   This  knowledge  extends  to  i^iany  of  our  American  varieties,  particularly  of 
25  ^9       or  more  years  ago. 

No  atteopt  is  made  by  Mc,  Keay  to  protect  his  seedling  plants  from  late 
blight  Dy  .  ordeaux  spraying.    Unfortunately,  the  nonspraying  policy  seems  to 
very  largely  prevail  among  cora^ercial  potato  growers  throughout  the  :ritish  Isles- 

?/e  were  soznewhat  surprised  in  looking  over  soff.e  oi  W,  Keay^s  surplus 
hyDridized  potato  seen,  to  have  him  call  our  attention  to  a  vial  containing  a 
smctll  quantity  of  potato  seed,  said  t,o  be  M-5  years  old,  which  ne  claimed  »^as 
still  viable.    To  prove  his  contention  the  writer  was  induced  to  accept  a  small 
amount  of  this  seed  for  the  p-'jr.-pose  of  testing  its  viability,  full  instructions 
being  given  as  to  how  to  handle  it  to  get  it  to  germj.nate. 

As  might  naturally  be  expected  of  a  man  having  such  a  long  and  varied 
experience  in  the  grorving  of  seedlings,  certain  techiic  in  the  handling  of  the 
plants  has  oeen  evolved  by  I\5r.  Zeay»    He  is  thoroughly  convinced  that  m-ach  bet- 
tar  plants  can  ce  grown  from  seed  when  the  seedlings  are  pricked  cut  into  ra- 
ther deep  flats  and  freiuently  transplanted  cefore  setting  in  the  field  than 
can  be  secured  by  potting  them  off  arjd  shifting  into  larger  pots  as  they  in- 
crease in  size,    H5  s  contention  is  that  pot- grown  plants  do  not  make  a  normal 
root  or  tuDer-bearing  stolon  growth.      ie  this  true  or  not  it  merits  careful 
studj% 

Tuesday,  Sept,  2,  the  .-.Titer  accepted  an  invitation  from  Sir  Frederick 
Hiam,  of  Cambridge,  to  meet  him  at  Ely,  V/ednesday  morning,  to  accompany  him 
over  some  of  Ms  farms  in  the  fen  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Ely,  on  which  some 
2000  acres  of  potatoes  v^ers  being  grown.    This  neoessit=4.ted  going  to  Ely,  Tues- 
day afternoon.    Through  the  coiirtesy  of  Si?  Hiam  it  vvas  possible  to  witness  the 
operation  of  harvesting,  sackir?^-,  hauling  and  shipping  of  potatoes  from  his 
farms.      The  potatoes  were  being  ploughed  out  with  a  specially  constructed 
plough.    While  this  plough  brought  up  all  of  the  tubers  it  also  buried  a  great 
.iBr.y.  -i^aking  it  necessary  to  follow  afto^r  the    pickers,  whq,  oy  the  way,  were 
women,  in  order  to  bring  to  the  surfa.ce  those  buried  by  the  plough.    This  spe- 
ically  constructed  plough  had  two  sets  of  flaring  iron  rods  attached  to  the 
sole  ci  the  plough  wh:  le  the  for^vard  set  were  attached  to  the  upper  part  of 
^what  iuight  be  desigviaied  cts  the  coulter  of  the  plo\igh.        The  women  feeu9ra21y 
contract  to    pick  potatoes  at  a  certain  st-^pulated  sxim  per  acre.    Splint  bas- 
Ksts  are  used  in  gathsriiig  the  rubers  whicli  are  diomped  into  sacks  and  weighed 
to  112  IbSv  net  or  the  English  aijridred  vveight.     The  sacks  are  then  sewed  up 
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and  were  osing  hauled  iro.;-  the  lield  on  a  trucK, +"^uled       three  olocky  Shire 
^"yrses  hitched  tandem  fashion.     Sir  Hiaiii  /vas  harvesting  and  shipping  potatoes 
last  /veek  ot  the  rate  of  3.00  tons  per  da-y,  or  expressed  in  c-oshels  3733  bushels 
for  which  he  was  receiving  o  pounds  per  ton  i.  o.  D,  shipping  point.      The  var- 
iety oeing  harvested  was  the  Sing  Sdward,-  Scotch  seed  is  used.    The  crop  vvas 
turning  out  at  the  rate  of  7  to  10  tons  per  acre.    Much  larger  crops  than  this 
hctve  oeen  produced  on  this  land  in  irore  iavoraole  seasons.    L&te  blight  hiad  pre- 
...aturely  killed  the  plants  'out  little  if  any  tuDsr  decay  had  as  yet  developed. 
The  usual  practice  js  to  apply  I5  to  ?.0  tons  icjrjyard  .zcinure  per  ci,cre  and  sup- 
pleiuent  it  at  planting  ticie  with  GOO  to  1000  los,  ox  ar^-ificial  fertilizer.  Scotch 
seed  is  used.    Several  thousand  hogs  are  raised  annua,lly,  partly  |or  the  p^jrpose 
of  consuming  the  cull  and  the  surplus  crop  ol  potatoes,  wnen  a.  surplus  is  pro- 
duced. 

Other  iajportsjit  crops  grown  on  these  farii.s,  totaling  SOCO  acres,  are  celery, 
carrots,  caboage,  and  cauliflower.     In  csreals  wiieat  leads  witn  2000  acres,  fol" 
lo.ved  oy  barley  and  Co-ts*    iHye,  grass  (Lcliuai  perenne)  is  the  chief  hay  crop. 
From  oO  to  70  Shire  colts  are  raised  annudly.    Narrow  gauge,  privately  owned, 
railway  tracK.s  extending  through  the  farms  maizes  the  moveiLent  of  potatoes  from 
the  farm  to  the  railway  sidings  an  easy  task  diiring  the  winter  season  when  the 
higbvays  through  the  fens  cire  iiext  to  i^passaole.      All  potatoes  not  mar  dieted 
froiii  the  field  during  tne  harvesting  period  are  stored  in  cla.ups  (pits)  to  os 
.U)ved  to  iLarket  as  re-ii-i^c'ed*      7n  seasons  when  late  blignt  infection  of  the  tu- 
bers is  couinon  heavy  lov^ses  .^re  almost  certain  to  occur  in  the  pits  through  decay 
of  the  tubers*     Srrinkt^g'^  in  the  ;i:'it  through  decay,  loss  of  moisture,  and  other 
causes  is  estimatedf  cy  these  ^'-^ho  are  i:a  e-  position  to  kr.O'.V;  to  be  approximately 
25  per  cent,    Hhat  is,  over  a  series  of  years  a  25  per  cent  shrinkage  is  regarded 
as  a  fair  average. 

Thursday,  Sep-in  4,  was  spenj:-  at  the  Eas-^^  Mall:^.ng  Research  Station,  East 
Mailing  Halt,  Kent  Co-,  England.    The  principa?:.  research  studies  under  way  at 
this  station  are  those  relating  to  the  best  stocks  to  use  in  the  prop&gation  of 
apples,  pears,  plu^i?  and  ch?rr:.es»    These  stx^dies  liave  revealed  the  fact  th^^ 
such  supposedly  well  known  stocks  ss  the  Paradise  and  Doucin  are  not  uniformQ.y 
one  stock  Dut  a  mixt-'jce  of  several  types  each  of  which  produces  a  ^uite  differ- 
ent growth  of  tree  when  the  same  stock  of  scion  is  grafted  or  cudded  on  it.  This 
appears  to  offer  at  least  one  plausiole  answer  to  the  variable  performance  of 
orchard  trees,  00th  as  to  h^'cit  of  growth  of  tree  as  well  as  to  productiveness, 
Iv^any  other  interesting  results  might  be  mentioned  in  connection  wi'oh  this  work 
tut  it  seems  desirable  to  confine  our  remaining  remarks  to  the  potato.  Experi- 
usntal  work  with  the  potato  at  t.hJ.s  station  is  of  minor  iracortancs.    Some  strik- 
ing results  h^ve  been  secured  fro.Q  a  spraying  experiment  for  the  control  of  late 
blighb.     On  account  of  rain  it  was  not  possible  to  get  abou-c  as  freely  as  could 
h^ve  been  desired* 

Friday  forenoon  was  devoted  to  a  rather  brief  inspection  of  Covent  G=irden, 
the  chief  fruit  and  vegetable  whrlesale  distributing  center  in  London.    A  brief 
interview  was  had  witn  tne  manager  of  the  large  sholewale  firm  of  De.nr.i?.  i-  Cooper 
Ltd.    iVIr.  Frank  Dennis,  a  member  of  the  firm  who  is  located  at  Eirton,  Bos-'-on, 
^n  Lincolnshire  Coimty,  is  claic  30.  to  be  growing  between  25,000  and  30^000  acres 
^f  potatoes  this  seasons     Good  -iri-lity  King  Ea.vard  potatoes  were  wholesaling  at 
from  7  to  8  pounds  per  -^on,    ^pxroximately  $31-50  ^o  $3S-C0  per  ton  oased  on  the 
day's  exchange  rate. 
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In  the  afternoon  the  famous  itothaaistsad  Rese&rch  Station  at  Harpenden 
(Herts  Co.)  was  visited  and  a  most  interesting  and  instructive  U  hours  devote 
to  the  OBeting  of  members  of  the  scientific  staff.    Through  the  courtesy  of  I 
Brierly,  who  heads  the  Mycological  Depc^rtment  of  this  institution,  it  was  pos^ 
sible  to  get  in  touch  vvith  the  menibers  of  the  staff  actively  engaged  in  re- 
search problems  relating  to  the  potato.    The  research  studies  of  Miss  Glynne 
relative  to  the  "wart"  disease  was  particularly  interesting,  also  that  of  Mr. 
Hoach,  of  the  chemical  departaien^ ,  in  reg&rd  to  whether  the  grafting  of  an  im- 
rauns  variety  of  pcta-to  cn  a  susceptible  will  irupronrze  the  susceptible  to  the 
wart  disease.    Thus  far  iVr .  ...icach's  reeults  have  b^^en  negative.    Dr.  J,  Hen- 
derson Smith,  of  the  mycological  department,  is  studying  virus  diseases  in  an 
effort  to  isolate  a  definite  organism.    Some  progress  has  been  ixade  in  this 
direction. 

The  inpression  one  receives  from  a  visit  to  this  institution  and  from 
contacts  with  men  engaged  on  widely  different  problems  is  that  of  the  im[port- 
ance  of  the  research  problems  undertaken  and  the  seriousness  of  the  men  engag- 
ed in  these  st-udies.    Another  important  fact  is  also  impressed  upon  one's 
consciousness  and  that  is  the  healthy  spirit  of  cooperation  between  uiemDers 
of  the  scientific  staff. 

^n  Sat\jrday  the  writer  departed  for  Holland- 


(Wm,  Stuart, ) , 
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Greeley,  Colorado  Notes.  Septemoer  dZ,  l^^li. 

Saturdciy         oi  ctn  inch  of  rain  iell .    Two  vsry  light  frosts  hj=.ve  oc- 
curred this  week.      A  frost  icilling  the  potato  vines  can  ue  expected  at  any 
tiiiie.    The  recent  heavy  rains  have  caused  sojie  overgrown  tuoers  and  consider- 
aole  growth  crack  and  potato  flea  beetle  injury  to  tna  potatoes  growing  on 
heavy  soil.      The  soil  ct  the  station  is  far  too  wet  at  the  present  time.  Most 
of  the  third  cutting  of  alfcvlfa  is  in  the  field  &nd  the  weccther  is  very  un- 
icivora  Die  for  curing  hay. 

Sugcj  beet  harvest  started  last  7Vednesday.     It  is  reported  th^t  trie 
sugar  factory  will  stcjrt  operations  tomorrow.      Owing  to  the  large  sugar  beet 
acreage  harvesting  was  started  a  week  to  10  days  earlier  this  year. 

C.  Ednundson), 

"^resuue  Isle,  ■  Iv.aine  Notes.  Septe.;ber  23,  l^i^^^. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  very  favoraoie  for  harvesting 
and  we  have  ..i*de  good  progress  on  our  plots. 

k  frost  Thursday  night  and  another  Friday  night  killed  a  certain 
per  cent  of  the  potato  foliage  which  has  helped  very  much  in  digging  .\ith  the 
aaachine  * 

Mr,  5,  G.  Hill,  of  oxir  Office,  arrived  Tuesday  iXiOrning  to  superintend 
the  storage  of  potatoes  for  trial  shipiL^nts  this  winter.      Mr»  W.  S.  Graham 
is  expected  to  arrive  tomorrow  to  assist  vvith  this  work. 

Mr.  D.  E.  .Srown,  of  the  Office  of  Soil  Fertility  Investigations,  is 
excected  to  arrive  tomorrow  to  harvest  the  fertilizer  plots  carried  on  Dy  that 
office  in  i;roostook. 

Considerable  stock  is  being  hauled  daily  to  the  warehouses.    The  ixarket 
is  off  and  farmers  refuse  to  sell  for  less  than  one  dollar  per  barrel. 

Tields  are  j.uch  larger  than  one  woula  expect  following  a  su^XiVier  with 
so  little  rainfall. 

(P.  M,  Lombard). 

rres-i,ue  Isle,  lV!aine  Notes.  •  Septe-.ber  20,  192i+. 

7/e  are  making  good  progress  in  digging  the  potatoes  on  the  experimental 
plots.      The  hand  digging  has  been  con^leted  and  we  have  started  cn  the  larger 
plots  where  the  digger  is  Deing  used.     There  has  not  been  sufficient  frost  to 
corrpletely  kill  the  vines  but  they  have  been  daixaged  S0irie*vhci.t  by  light  frosts 
which  occurred  on  Thursday  and  Friday  nights. 

The  price  of  table  stock  has  dropped  since  last  week,  only  $.90  to 
$1,00  per  barrel  being  paid  at  present. 


(C.  F.  Clark). 


.V    ; ;  .1 


Highwood,  Conn,  Notes » 


Septe/Loer  26,  1^2k. 


The  v^ritsr  assisted  in  harvesting  the  southern  New  Jersey  inimt-ure  vs, 
Maine  grown  iratiire  seed  potato  expei^lment  on  the  farm  of  Leonard  M,  Jenhau.  last 
Monday  and  Tuesday,      Irish  Cobbler  is  the  only  variety  oeing  used  in  the  experi- 
a:ent  at  Highwood,  Conn*      ^oth  the  Green  "mountain  and  Irish  Cobbler  varieties  are 
being  used  in  the  siimlc.r  experiments  in  Maine  and  New  Jersey.      The  same  strains 
&£  these  two  varieties  are  grown  each  year  at  Pres-ue  Isle,  Maine  and  I^ridgeton, 
N,  J, 

The  iimature  seed  grown  in  New  Jersey  outyielded  the  iVaine  grown  seed 
over  25  bushels  of  priiEes  per  acre.      The  seed  that  had  been  grown  in  New  Jersey 
for  two  years  was  during  the  growing  season  slightly  freer  iroai  disease  and  the 
other  day  gave  a  slightly  larger  yield  per  acre.      The  larger  tubers  that  were 
selected  frorn  the  iiumture  seed  to  co:qpare  in  size  with  the  nature  seed  gave  a 
slightly  larger  yield  per  acre  than  the  siraller  size  iimoature.      According  to 
f<5r.  ?enham*s  records  it  takes  11  bushels  of  the  imnsature  New  Jersey  seed  and  I5 
bushels  of  the  Maine  grown  seed  to  plant  an  acre. 

This  experiment  at  Highwood,  Conn,  was  allowed  to  reach  full  niaturity 
Defers  harvesting*      On  June  26  the  plants  iroin  the  northern  grown  seed  were 
Just  coming  out  in  blossom  and  the  buds  frou.  the  southern  grown  seed  were  break- 
ing,     In  other  words,  the  plants  from  the  northern  grown  seed  were  a  few  days 
in  advance  of  those  produced  by  the  imiiature  seed. 

The  New  Jersey  seed  is  yielding  aoout  I50  bushels  of  primes  per  acre  on 
Mr*  Penham's  f,^r;i.      This  yield  is  much  higher  tl^n  most  growers  are  getting  in 
Connecticut  this  year. 

Low  yield  caused  by  drought  c.t  the  most  critical  time  and  low  prices 
have  hit  the  Connecticut  potato  growers  hard.      Monday,  Maine  grown  Irish  Cob- 
blers were  selling  for  6Si<.  per  bushel  f»  o«  b«  Kew  Haven,  Connecticut, 

M.  Peacock), 


Travel  Notes.  SeptemDer  26,  1924, 

Monday  afternoon,  Sept,  8,  was  spent  by  appointment  with  Dr.  H,  M, 
Q,uanjer  of  Wageningen,  who  is  principal  of  the  State  Institute  for  Phytopathology, 
which  is  connected  with  the  Agricultural  College  at  Wageningen.    Through  the 
courtesy  of  Dr.  Quanjer  it  was  possible  to  meet  the  scientific  staff  of  the  In- 
stitute and  get  from  them  a  brief  survey  of  their  particular  research  problems. 
The  life  history,  of  late  blight  (Pbytophthora  infestans)  is  being  studied  cy 
Miss  Helena  L.  G.  DeBruyn,  who  has  succeeded  in  demonstrating  the  oogonium,  or 
winter-resting,  stage  of  this  fungus.    As  yet,  however,  it  has  not  been  possible 
to  germinate  the  oogonia  in  artificial  media.      A  preliminary  paper  has  been 
published  and  a  final  one  is  in  course  of  preparation.      Miss  Jiklce  H,  H« 
Van  der  Meer  is  working  on  Verticilliu.n  wilt;  D,  L,  Elze  on  insect  transmission 
of  curl  diseases  of  the  potato;  D.  Atanasoff  has  some  very  interesting  laoora- 
cory  material  showing  stipple  streak  of  leaves,  stems  and  tubers.    There  seen.s 
to  be  little  douDt  of  this  disease  being  identical  with  the  "streak  disease" 
described  by  Orton.    The  disease  can  be  transmitted  in  practically  the  same 


•  I 
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ujanner  as  other  virus  diseases.    Pren^ture  tuoer  forntition  is  osing  studied  hy 
S.  J,  V/ellensiek.       Selection  work,  stage  of  maturity  of  seed  stock  and  inany 
other  related  proDlerxis  are  receiving  attention  c^t  the  Institute,    The  e^uipinen 
ot  the  Institute  for  research  work  is  v=ry  good*     Greenhouses  are  availaole 
ior  cult"ai'al  work  urder  controlled  conditions  and  there  is  an  ariple  acreage 
of  land  available  for  field  experirr.ents .      The  coiiinercial  potato  crop  of  Holla, 
is  centered  in  three  provinces:-  Groningsn  and  Friesland  in  the  north  and  Zee- 
la.na  in  the  southwestern  part,      Lc^te  olight  was  prese_nt  to  a  greater  or  lesse: 
cegree  in  every  field  oDserved, 

Tuesday  v\as  devoted  to  conferences  with  the  Assistant  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture and  vvith  .iiembers  of  the  cornier  cial  attaches  oft  ice  of  the  U«  S.  Depart- 
ment oi  Co:.iJierce.    The  night  train  for  Paris  was  taken  in  the  evening, 

Wednesday  afternoon,  Sept.  10,  was  spent  at  the  Agricultural  Experiu.ent 
Station  of  the  Agricultural  School  at  Grignon,  France,    Frof.  Ducomet,  fcniierl; 
at  the  Agricultural  School,  located  at  Iiennes,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  pota,to 
investigational  work  at  Grignon,  devoted  the  afternoon  to  explaining  the  worK 
under  way  this  season*     Unfortunately  for  the  writer,  Trof*  Ducoriiet  could  not 
speak  English  and  it  beca:..e  necessary  to  carry  on  a  conversation  in  French. 
While  this  was  a  rather-    vVhile  this  was  a  rather  serious  handicap,  it  was 
nevertheless  possible  to  ootain  a  very  fair  idea  of  the  proolems  being  studied 
and  the  results  secured*      One  of  the  strong  features  of  Prof,  Ducomet's  work 
is  that  of  his  apparent  success  in  the  selection  of  desirable  strains  of  stock 
of  the  leading  coniirier cial  varieties.      So:ae  interesting  bud  variations  were 
also  noted.    Another  interesting  experiment  noted  was  th^t  of  growing  seedlings 
in  cages  froii.  the  time  of  sowing  the  seed  until  the  crop  is  Eature.      This  has 
for  its  object  the  definite  deteriuination  as  to  whether  virus  diseases  are 
transniitted  through  the  seed  or  not.      Test  plots  planted  with  the  sa.r.e  stock 
of  seed,  one  lot,  of  which  was  planted  with  tubers  grovm  under  cages  and  the 
other  with  stock  grown  in  the  open  outside  the  cage.      The  original  stock  used 
in  planting  "under  cages  and  in  open  ground^vv/as  identical  as  one  half  of  each 
tuber  -used  was  planted  under  the  cage  and  the  other  half  in  the  open.  The 
variety  Institute  d'   -eauvais  showed  little  if  any  difference  in  vigor  of  plants 
but  in  the  case  of  Eigenheimer ,  Kerr's  pink  and  Great  Scot  they  shewed  a  .larked 
degeneracy  from  the  stock  grown  in  the  open.    Trioxiiphe  der  Hollander  was  par- 
tially degenerated.    Prof,  Ducomet  explained    that  the  lack  of  degeneracy  in 
Institute  d'  Peauvais  was  due  to  its  ability  to  resist  degeneracy  diseases 
rather  than  to  its  immunity  to  them. 

Late  blight  was  prevalent  in  all  the  experimental  fields  visited  except 
in  the  seedling  plot- which  had  been  carefully  sprayed. 

It  was  sou.ewhat  of  a  surprise  to  learn  irom  Frof,  Pucomet  that  Russet 
iiuroank  was  highly  regarded  as  an  early  market  variety.      On  questioning  this 
statement  Trof,  Duco.^et  explained  that  while  this  variety  did  not  irature  early 
at  Grignon  it  nevertheless  coula  be  harvested  early  and  give  good  satisfaction 
both  from  the  yield  and  table  quality  standpoint. 

The  Ecole  Agricole  at  Grignon  was  founded  in  1S26  and  is  planning  on  a 
centenary  celebration  in  I926. 


It 
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L'r^JiJiL^^SL^LrL'r^rLr.Stirnisf         investigations  of 

maer  the  ausHces  ox  «nUt--7o?:  ^-  f^"^  ^<esaarcii  Institute  r,-^i„tal,.e 
laoorato-y  =.teci.L3ns  o  rot  /  "'/^^f^^lf^s  France.  Some  intsrestinf 
..ere  no?i.    Inoth  r  rot  destroyed  or  attacked  by  a  Veralctdaria 

known  !  1  lorn!    whichl  .  ^"«--/-ng  .i-.stigated  Oy  Br.  poax  is  that 
know  in  toerloa  a;  -Sf  i^di;  sf^o"    S  '  ^""rS 

being  studied  b-,  flr.  %11L4  It  diseases  ^.re  .Iso 

is  th.t  Of  an  enthusiast!-;  Jtr^^S^^Z^:''''       ''''''  '° 

trial  roLdf  oHSf  olT"st°"bv*'^f inspecting  the 
Of  faris°^r„nof    1hss=  fl^^^^^''^^^/^^'^  fi^--^  of  Vilmcrin-Andrieu^c    et  Cie 

.lies  ouLL  :?Varl  r      tJrfv T  ?  r  '  ^^'i-^^-  ^^-^  ^^^^ 

sieur  s.  M    Moltet  ion  arrival  »t  tna  ollioes  the  .(riter  *.„s  .Kt  by  Mon- 

variety-coiiecl  o'n'«:s°in:p  ctL^^Sst"'  \1  investigational  »ork.  Th. 

origiri^l  collection  grown  by  this  firr.  in  I8I5  only  two  ..u^xn.     ' Dsganeraticn 
aisec^ses  were  largely  if  not  wholly  responsible  .for  ths  loss  of  these  varieties. 

^        During  the  late  war  it  was  decided  to  laake  another  effort  to  ioiprove  the 
po.o.to  Dy^  engaging  in  crossing  pL^nts  ana  raising  seedling.    Irevioxoi^  efforts 
in  this  direction  by  the  Vilmorin  firm  having  been  uosuncasR^-i  'iris  work  this 
time  w«s  entrusted  to  Mr.  Mottet,  and  has  bo«xi  rewarded  with  a  greater  degree 
01  success  than  at  any  previous  time.      This  success  is  undoubtedly  largely 
due  to  the  skill  and  painstc^klng  efforts  of  Mr.  Mottet  who  Quickly  impresses 
one  with  his  cocqprehensive  knowledge  of  the  Various  characteristics  of  co/iimer- 
cid  varieties  and  their  prooccoie  value  as  parent  plants. 

.In  Ms  selection  work  and  his  study  of  Vc^riants  he  has  come  to  a  firm 
oelief  in  the  possioility  of  a  potato  Vc^riety  producing  inutants  entirely  unlike 
the  parent  variety  either  in  stem  or  foliage  characters,  or  in  tuDer  color  of 
skin  or  flesh,  or  in  an  entire  change  of  all  of  these  characters.    Such  muta- 
tions have  oeen  observed  in  the  variety  known  as  Giente  3leue  (Blue  Gi^nt)  am 
a  numoer  of  them  were  growing  in  the  trial  grounds,  out  owing  to  injury  from 
late  blight  and  adVc-nced  stiig©  of  iriciturity  it  was  not  possible  to  study  plant 
modifications  critically, 

?^r«  Mottet  u-akss  a  practice  sowing  nis  potato  seed  March  1.    Many  fami- 
lies of  crosses  were  noted  which  were  I'econd  generation  seedlings  from  natural- 
ly fertilized  seed  bo-lls.    In  most  cases  there  was  a  surprising  degree  of  uni- 
formity between  the  plants  in  each  family.    Different  families  of  seedlings 
also  showed  a  wide  degree  of  susceptibility  or  ijniixinity  to  late  blight  infec- 
tion. 

The  potato  crop  in  France  is  said  to  be  ^uite  generally  affe  cted  by 
late  blight.    So  far  as  the  writer  could  observe,  or  learn  through  inquiry, 
little  effort  is  ■i;ade  by  French  potato  growers  to  prevent  late  blight  by  spray- 
ing with  r-ordeau:.;.  iidxture. 


(Wm,  Stuart), 
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Greeley,  Colorcido  l^otes. 


Septeu^oer  £.3i  192^- 


Two  light  frosts  have  occurreo.  d'oring  the  vvaak.    On  the  2bth  ana  cLoth 
the  te.i-perature  dropped  to  31  aegrees.     The  frost  has  not  entirsly  billed  the 
potato  vines,  the  lower  hc^lf  ox  tne  vines  oeing  entirely  green. 

Hary^esting  of  the  late  crop  will  probabl.y  not  st»rt  lor  another  vveek 
or  ten  days.      We  began  harvesting  TBiu:i.phs  tnis  luorning  and  the  yield  nas 
been  very  satisfactory.     Soiiie  oi  the  strains  yielaed  as  high  cvS  j)4-0  to  350 
Dushels  per  acre* 

Very  few  potatoes  are  being  sola  at  the  pr^ssent  time.    Dealers  a,re 
•itioting  o5  to  70  cents  per  cwt .  for  white  potatoes  and  80  cents  for  reds, 
A'^ost  of  the  potatoes  are  shipped  in  inixed  cars  of  vegetc..bles  at  this  season 
of  the  year. 

(W.  C.  EdiLundson) . 


Fres-aUe  Isle,  Maine  Notes,  Saptemoer  30,  1^2^. 

Good  weather  has  prevailed  for  tne  pcst  week,.    It  has  rained  h^rd 
all  day,  which  Jiay  periait  harvesting  tcriiorrow. 

I'l/e  have  about  two  riiore  days'  work  on  the  AroostooK  Farm  and  not  -^-uite 
three  acres  on  the  Anaas  F&riii. 

Very  Ic^rge  yields  are  reported,  severc^l  h^rveoting  over  tvvo  hundred 
barrels  per  acre. 

The  market  is  still'  off,  80  cents  is  aoout  all  the  shippers  are 
paying  for  table  stock.      Apparen-ily  no  genera.!  price  has  been  set  for  certi- 
seed, 

(p,  M.  Lomoc^rd). 


Washington,  D.  C.  Motes.  October  3.  l:j-H-- 

Tr.e  lure  i-c.rt  of  this  week  was  very  vvet  and  cool.      The  px  ecipitatic 
up  to  nine  A.  M,  Tuesday  was  over  five  inches. 

Since  our  return  to  the  Office,  Tuesday,  Septeiiber  c£3.  our  efforts 
have  been  Ictrgely  confined  to  answering  correspondence  c-nd  getting  ready  to 
harvest  the  experimental  x-^ot^toes  at  St.  Albans,  Ver/iiont. 

I*^.  Peacock  left  S'unday  evening  to  suporintend  the  hv^rvestin^,  of  the 
potato  storage  SAperiruent  at  Chath-a;:i,  Michigan  and  at  Spooner,  Wisconsin.  He 
expects  to  return  to  ''I'a&hington  oy  Sunday ,  October  5* 

The  continued  depression  of  the  potato  market  is  diacour^^ging  to 
growers  who  for  fin^-jn-cial  or  other  reasons  must  dispose  of  their  crop  ct 
harvest  tirue. 


! 
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Ths  wvriter  isavss  tne  Office  this  lorning  icr  HarrisDurg  and.  Canton,  la 
to  consult  v/ith  p^^rties  concerning  souiS  profossd  storage  experiiiients .  Fro.n 
there  it  is  jlarined  to  go  direct  to  Ver.^ont. 

The  i^eather  toa.c.y  is  delightful 


(Wm,  Stuart). 
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The  nights  ara  cocl  cut  tne  I'root  ht.s  not  as  ^"st  antirsly  icilled 
the  i-otci-to  vin"?.s. 

/;  favu  f;..r  i  cir3 
not  st^rt  h^:rve'6yin^ 

The  l^.te  r^ins  h^v3  incr3i.sad  the  yic-id  out  injijrsd  the  quality. 

TMs  is  the  first  tiu.:a  since  the  v^/ritcr  to  Colorado  in 

tnrat  ti'-e  I:"ur&.ls  hi-ve  snown  grovvth  cro-cK.  as  c  result  of  Septe^^ier  rains. 

D3(s.lers  are  paying  oO  to  65  cents  ^.er  cwt .  for  U.  S.  Gr^-ae  No.  Ic 

(vv.  C.  Edarandson). 

fres/ae  lale.  lyxdne  Notes  Octocer  7.  19^^- 

We  have  h^d  ccnsider&Jie  c]  oudv  ,ve=vthcr  aiving  tne  r^ast  week  and 
rain  held  up  the  r^r vesting  q_^: ^r^tions  for  two  days, 

V'e  finished  harvesting  on  jirocstook  Farm  Friday  end  began  operations 
on  the  ^Inaas  field  Saturday. 


The  cro_E  is  large  c:.nd  storcige  facilities  are  inade..uate.     The  stock 
is  of  excellent  -raality  with  no  rot  reported  to  date. 


The  narKet  is  still  off  here;  Cooolers  are  selling  for        cents  per 
Darrel  ana  Green  Mountains  for  $1,C0  per  :;arrel. 

(■"■■'.  M.  Lombard). 

St.  Allans,  Verii.cnt  IvCtes.  Octoper  S,  19^^. 

Satisfactory  progress  is  being  ;iiaae  in  harvesting  the  seed  irrprove- 
n;ent  plots  at  St.  /iloans,  Yt,      Unless  rain  interferas  the  digging  Afill  oe 


c^re  h,xvesting  their  late  crop  Dut  ^iiost  growers  will 
unoil  ne^t  week  or  perV^ps  c;.  little  later. 


t 
ft 


compldvo.i  3c^rl./  T.ai\r sday  toreiir^cn-       The  tcxsk  of  so~-iing  and  wsignins  ssviruZ 
hm:c.i''eu.*.lots  ox  ^otc^tocs  ■totalling  some  j^'jQ  onshels  /vill  tca.^^  (xor  efforts  to  tho 
iixnit  to  co;n^lete  it  oy  b-t'oracvy  iJeiAn^o 

Tr.e  cro]-  of  Irish  Cooolars  and  Trlwiiphs  is  esjecially  fins.  Green 
•Vioarvtams  ars  not  as  i.raiform].,y  good  but  thara  is  some  excellent  steak*  All 
thi'fie  ^.^arieties  are  soGiewl-idt  overg;:cvvn  for  desirable  seed  stoci^  sl/.e.  7^'nil8 
the  weather  dijuring  -che  jdst  two  days  h^s  not  been  es£,eoially  fine  it  has  Deen 
possible  to  dig  v-'ichoat  int^rrnption  frooi  light  sno.vers. 

Mr.  :?righ£>ni  has  harveste:-  nearly  6500  Dushels  of  Irish  Gobolers  frooi 
22  acres.    Most  of  the  cro^  has  heen  disposed  of  for  seed  stocii, 

I-ot&to  grovvers  in  this  section  hs-ve  sustcined  hec^vy  losses  frorn  late 
blight  rot.      Not  a  single  decayed  or  decaying  tuber  has  been  noted  in  Mrs 
..righaiii's  stock.    This  is  a  good  objecx,  lesson  of  the  value  of  thorough  spray- 
ing. 


(Wra.  Stus.rt)c 


■'ft: 
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Greeley,  Colo.  Note_s_-. 


October  13,  19^^. 


More  rain  fell  again  tMs  vvcek,    .^k  of  an  inch  of  rain  being  recorded. 
Wednesday.    Last  night  the  teuperatTore  dropped  to  2^,    Most  of  the  vines  had 
been  killed  by  ecjrlier  frosts  but  all  fields  shoiild  Ds  in  condition  for  digging 
within  the  next  few  days. 

;7e  began  harvesting  at  the  station  Friday.    All  plots  harvested  hc^ve 
given  very  satisfactory  yields.    Dealers  report  that  uany  grovvers  have  Dee^a 
harvesting  their  crops  iiESiture .     Soaie  dealers  have  refused  early  harvested 
tubers  because  of  their  u;-;Tipe  condition.     So  .rany  growers  have  harvested 
early  this  yec^r  because  early  cold  weather  has  oeen  predicted. 

Dealers  are  paying  60  cents  for  U*  3,  Grade,  No «  1.    The  market  is  re- 
ported as  being  very  weak. 

.  C.  Ediiundson). 

Pres-iue  Isle.  Maine  Ivotes.  OcroDer  iM-,  1924. 

We  finished  liarvesting  the  Anaas  plot  Wednesday,    The  yield  was  very 
good  and  some  especially  fine  stock  was  saved  for  seed,     d/e  have  been  ousy  for 
several  days  grading  a,nd  disposing  of  surplTis  taole  stock,  filling  orders  and 
selecting  and  oarreling  stocij:  for  the  WoShdngton  shipaaent. 

The  market  is  still  very  d-iOl;  there  is  little  demand  for  Cobblers. 
Green  Mountains  are  selling  fc-r  '^■0<^  to  $1.00  per  oarrel  and  Spaulding  Hose  for 
SOf  per  barrel.    In  this  section  most  of  the  potato  growers  will  finish  har- 
vesting this  week. 

\  ( 

\    f  (P.  M.  Lomoard). 

f.4y:yland  Notes .  October  17,  1924. 

Since  the  McCormick  variety  of  potatoes  has  Decome  very  badly  diseased 
in  this  state,  very  susceptible  to  the  leaf-roll  and  other  virus  disedses,  i^nd 
is  not  a  high  auality  potato,   the  wri'^.er  hcs  become  interested  in  learning  about 
the  behavior  of  other  varieties  thc^t  mc.y  grow  well  in  central  and  western  Mary- 
land, where  the  soil  is  heavy.    For  this  rec-son  the  /vriter  on  October  5  and  9 
inspected  trial  plots  of  potatoes  on  the  fcurm  of  Dr.  Llevvellyn  Jordan  near 
Seneca  and  on  the  farm  of  Vt-.  Edwin  H.  Milste=id  at  "iVhite  Oak. 

On  the  former  farm,  ?xU2-al  Ne/v  Yorker  and  'Gusset  Iiural  varieties  were 
planted.    Unfortunately  these  were  purcha.sed  =.5  ueing  practically  disease-free 
seed.     Instead  01  this,  under  l^feryli^na  cli.T:-vtic  cor^aitions,  the  vines  shovved 
aDout  50  per  cent  leaf-rcll  and  I6  per  cent  mosaic.     Some  of  the  pl&nts  ex- 
pressed the  most  pronoionced  types  of  Doth  disec^ses.    The  stand  was  r^^ther  poor. 
The  v>riter  attrioutes  the  poor  geriidnation  to  the  seed  being  diseased.    The  ap- 
parently hea-ithy  plc;nts  ..ill  produce  a.  good  yield  indiccvting  th^t  these  Vd,r- 
ieties  Jay  oe  aaapted  to  the  soil  end  cliir^tic  conaiticns  of  central  and  .west- 
ern -fi-ryland. 


ft-  - 
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On  the  Milstead  farm,  i-voodriui  •  s  str<n.in  oi  second  crof  Irish  CooDlsrs, 
'\     was  f  Icntsd  on  Av.g\;3t  9.    Tnese  gd.v8  jrcctically  100  _per  Cc^nt  ger.uincvt.lon. 
Slightly  less  tn^iz  c-^fo  ox  dissi-ses  Asra  notod.    Soue  of  the  tuoers  ^vons  tu3 
plants  that  were  rognaed  o-u.t  ^are  Icirg^r  tioan  hen  eggs.    They  look  very  profi.- 
ising  end  should  iLc-ke  excellent  seed  potest oes. 

(V7,  M.  Peacock). 

^•idgeton.  11.  J.  Notes.  October  17,  1'}^^  ■ 

The  latter  part  of  last  vveek  the  v/riter  inspected  the  Maine  grovvn  vs. 
southern  ijew  Jersey  grovm  seed  ^^otato  e:^periLuont  on  rronk  1..  Ott's  farm,  end 
the  cold  storcige  and  hill  unit  indexed  eicp er iiuent 3  on  J*  Norton  Tcodriaff's 
farin. 
I 

In  reference  to  the  experiiiient  on  Ott's  farir:  the  ■''aine  grown  seed 
showed  signs  of  iia-turing  wriils  the  sarr.e  strai:.!  of  seed  grovvn  on  Ott's  faro: 
did  not  seeiL  to  be  iLatm^Ang  any  yet*     This  experiiiienb  had  Just  Deen  carexully 
rcgued  by  Er,  CaiLpoeii  ox  the  Mew  Jersey  -^-.^perixent  Station. 

There  is  apparently  no  difference  in  the  vine  gro^v-t/h  produced  by  seed 
potatoes  held  at        degrees  F,  yo  degrees  F  and       degrees  F  on  I'ooarufi's 
farui.     The  hill  \-!n:lt  indexed  e^j  eri.aent  .^hO'^vs  pro^rdsi-ng  jresul^s.     Tnese  ex- 
perinients  >iave  oeen  thoror.g.hiy  c^nd  fre^^uen'ly  rogued. 

The  fields  of  po^'c^toes  that  cj:^  ieing  grown  for  eer '-if ied  seed  on 
Doth  Ott's  etna  I'/ood:  d^fi.  ^  .fc.r.a>  ,-^re-  .lookj.ng  good.     They  havv  been  t/ioroughly 
c.nd  frequently  sr.r.,yed  and  :co.g;iied  duving,  the  secvsoric    Fielas  of  seed  potcatoes' 
on  other  fc.ru.s  th^i-  Ji*ve  not  been  so  thoroughily  sprt^yed  shov»  the  need  of  ,.'.ore 
thorough  cind  frequent  spraying. 

iv; .  Feccocii). 

Micnl;:c:.n  =^na  '-;iscuns_i_n J'^Qj-'.^-^-i  Octooer  If,  1:^-4. 

lurin^  tne  /vee^  01  Octou=;r  xirot  t-.e  '»riter  assisted  in  iiw-rv^^etin^  t..ie 
coniQon  vs.  ventilited  storage  experiments  at  Cheatham,  Michigan  and  at  Spconer, 
Wisconsin,     On  Wednesday  ;uorning  of  tMs  vvee.,5:  the  teiLperature  at  ChatimiT- 
di'opped  io.vn  to  22  d&grcss  F.      -potatoes  near  the  s-'jrface  of  the  ground  ci.t 
both  experiiaent  staticns  were  frozen. 

The  yield  of  potatoes  in  this  experiii;3nt  at  Spooner,  l^vis.  c^veraged 
about  300  uushels  per  acre..    'wJ-dle  the  yield  per  c^crc  of  the  s^^erii^ent  cit 
Chatiiam,  Micri,  has  not  been  Cc'.lculated. 

Eight  bushels  of  different  varieties  .c-espectively  at  00th  experi  ..cnt 
stations  were  packed  in  ^•I''i°3o-''^al^i"  boxes,     v.-ne-half  of  each  lot  is  Deing 
stored  at  the  respective  experiiaent  stc^tions  and  the  other  is  being  otored  in 
the  ventilated  stor^^ge  plant  of  the  Morth  Pier  Dock  a  Wareiiouse  Coiip-ny, 
^  Chicago  I  ill. 

(v/,  M,  Te^cocii). 


t 


Washington.        C.  Not  as.  October  I7,  l^SU. 

FavoraDle  weather  and  sufiicient  help  iL&as  it  pos&iole  to  secure  the 
necessciry  dat^  on  the  crop  produced  fron;  the  v^jrious  strains  ^nd  selections 
grown  on  the  ;righa,.ri  Farna  at  St.  Albans,  Vt . ,  end  to  shir  to  i'Jashington,  D,  C, 
Sat-urday  ax-tsrnoon,  such  xiidtericil  as  is  desired  for  further  study. 

On  the  whole  the  season's  results  are  -lUite  encoioragin^.     The  -^■jali'cv  of 
scie  of  the  stoch  /vas  injured  fco  some  e::tent  as  a  result  of  co::ii.cn  scab  infection 
of  the  tuoers.    Fcrtuiately  only  certain  areas  in  the  exf.eriiuental  ^lot  showed 
scao  infection,  the  rerr.aining  areas  were  practico-lly  free^ 

The  Vkriter  got  back  to  '.Vashington  Sunday  afternoon.    The  Ae'c^ther  this  *«eer^ 
h^s  been  delightful-    Thus  far  no  killing  frosts  hc^ve  occurred  in  this  vicinity 
except  j-ossioly  on  certain  low  areas  having  poor  cir  arain--ge. 

Heavy  shipments  of  pot::.toes  to  the  dDStriouting  and  lt.rge  consuniing 
centers  is  resulting  in  lower  ^prices  and  a  generally  -unsatisfactory  i^ciThet  out- 
look at  least  for  the  ti.xe  being 

The  only  satisf victory  feature  of  the  potato  siti;ation  today  is  thc^t  of 
the  continued  interest  in  better  seed  stock  ana  the  willingness  of  j-urchasers  to 
fay  a  satisfactory  preadui-  for  such  stock. 

(Wu-.  So  u^rt ) . 
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Greeley,  Colorado  Kotes. 


Ocuooer  20, 1924 . 


I  Good  harvesting  weathar  has  jrevaiiod  diiring  the  grsatar  x^^rt  of  th^ 

1   fj  ^cast  v/eek.      However,  rain  is  failing  todc^y  c^nd  harvesting  of  ^11  crops  is 

'      y  agc.in  suspended.      It  is  believed  txjt-.t  75^^       the  potatoes  nave  been  harvest-o. 

while  about  '^O^i  of  the  be  its  reirain  in  the  ground,     Ws  have  finished  digging 

all  3Xp3ri.iiental  plots  at  tna  sto-tion. 

According  to  the  report  issusa  Octooiir  1,  oy       S.  lutnta-C:,  of  the 
U.  S.  Division  ox  Crop  and  Live  Stock  Esti/iicites,  tr:e  yiela  of  potc^toes  for 
Colorado  is  increased  200,000  DusJiels  over  the  earlier  estirua-te.      He  stc^tes 
that  the  dry  land  potato  crop  has'  been  alxnost  cs.  complete  f--*il-are.    The  in- 
creased yield  is  found  on  tne  irrigated  farxus  ^nd  it  is  due  to  the  lat^i  fwll 
rains,  especicvlly  in  northern  Colorado.    Whiile  the  Octooer  1  report  shows  an 
increased  yield,  it  is  believed  in  the  Greej.ev  district  that  the  increc^sed 
|-  yield  v/ill  not  increase  the  ship-naents  o^virg  to  tne  f&ct  that  tr^e  rapid  grovv/tn 

'  produced  in  SeptSiiber  caused  considerable  gro//th  craci-c  and  holiovv  heart. 

Dealers  are  -^uoting  55  cents  for  U.  S.  Grc.ae  Fo.  1,     The  rr^rKiet,  how- 
ever, is  reported  v»6ctk  ana  ver,)'  few  Sciles  are  oeing  u-ade. 

(i'v,  C.  Sd.nundscn), 

Fres^Lue  Isle,  ^'iaine  Fotes.  Octooer  1^2m-. 

The  writer  rias  couxieted  for  tne  season  the  i-Oti.to  ur^eding  work 
which  is  oeing  Ccvrried  on  ^t  f rescue  Isle,  f-.'ciine,  ^nci  h^s  r^iturned  to  Vtash- 
ingt  on. 

;  •  At  the  time  of  departure,  Octooer  lo,  tne  harvesting  of  the  potato 

crop  in  ilroostock  County  wc~s  well  adv.mced»      The  crop  is  one  of  the  oest 
tha-t  hc^s  been  produced  in  recent  years,  ooth  vvitn  respect  to  yield  and  lUal- 
ity.     This  was  app»rex'j-tly ,  to  a  large  extent  at  least,  a  response  to  the 
rather  \musual  weather  conditions  v»*hic2i  prev^^ilea  at  different  periods  of 
the  crop  season.    At  the  beginning  of  the  season  the  soil  vv<-^s  Aell  supplied 
//ith  Uioisture  of  vvhich  very  little  v»a3  lost  dra"ing  the  cool,  cloudy  weatner 
of  ivky.    During  the  nei'^t  ten  weeks  the  n^infall  comprised  only  a  few  light 
showers  so  thj^t  vvl-dle  the  surface  soil  oecaa.e  dry  and  vine  growth  checiod 
a  very  extensive  root  system  w3.s  developed  as  a  result  of  the  roots  oeing 
oDliged  to  penetrate  to  tne  lovjev  layers  of  soil  for  .liOistxH'e ,    After  this 
period  there  were  cabimdant  rains  vvhich  fux'nished  sufficient  iiiOisture  for  the 
development  of  the  tuoers,  .vh-lcl  was  permitted  to  continue  until  the  lci,tter 
part  of  Septe.v.ber,  because  of  tie  aosence  of  e^^rly  icilling  frosto. 

(C.  F.  Clark). 

^lll^-gton  Barrn.  Va,  jvotes.  Octooer  '-4.  19^4. 

The  writer  inEpscted  oui'  ]/otato  experiments  at  Arlington  on  October 
17  and  yesterday.      At  the  time  of  the  forixier  inspection  the  potcto  ex],.eri~ 
I  .  uients  hcd  Deen  planted  tixcee  mon-/hs.     The  I::'i3h  Coooler  vai'iety,  grown  froii: 

ivcaine  seed,,  ts^d  fully  riiatured.     '.'hi  foliage  on  the  vines  01  thx-is  same  variety, 
grov'n  from  seed  prcdx^ced  on  Arlirgton  Farm^  .vas  aoout  half  dead.     Just  why 
the  potato  plants  produced  by  ul-^ine  ^rown  sted  n«.tured  ecrli^r  is  ^jmexplain- 
iole  by  the  writer.     The  Arlingtcn  FoTui  grown  seed  .vas  fully  matured  vvhen 
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harvested  Octooer  10  last  year.      oth  lots  of  Sc3d  vvira  k3pt  at  the  s^jne 
terxf  arc  t'ore  in  the  ?c-r3  3old  storcge.    T'Cirtliarrnore,  th^re  was  no  noticeaols 
differance  in  ti.T:e  ci  garn-dnc^tion. 

Yast-arday,  tha  vinas  cf"  the  Grean  ^crnto-in  and  othar  lata  varieties 
ware  grsan  eiicapt  tria  tips  ox  the  vines  which  r^va  bean  billed  Dy  light  frosts. 

In  tiie  cold  storage  axporiinant  th.ara  r^^^s  csan  no  ajp^rent  difference  in 
the  Vina  gro*.th.  The  sec-a  in  this  experinient  ^as  held  at  degrees  F,  jo  de- 
grees F.  v^nd  40  viegress  I.  resj-ectively. 

("■.  M.  Peacock). 

Washington,  D,  C.  r'obes.  Oct o Per  2-4, 

Tne  present  issue  of  "Tha  Eye"  teriiinates  this  publication  until 
April  1,  1^25»  this  0^.^; or'o unity  is  t^hcn  zo  tharik.  those  who  ha,vs  so  faith- 

fully contricutad  to  its  T-c^gee.     In  sdie  ras^-ects  it  is  felc  tr^t  "The 
for  the  season  just  cjoaea  has  not  i^e=i-3urv>d  up  to  that  ox  previous  saasoiis,in 
th^t  the  contrioutions  to  it?  pages  have  oeen  vary  iargelj-  confined  to  the  .v^en 
directly  connected  with  this  Oifj-ce.     Heretofore,  cc7itri o"ati.cns  ircji  ti:ia  to 
time  were  received  frc^  ccllc-'jorci-tcrs  froir;  other  institutions,  thersoy  lending 
added  interest  to  ics  _c-^g-s. 

In  the  Cctoiar  11  issue  ox  t^.e  Cciliicrnic  Cultivc^tor  iiay  oa  found  an 
interesting  i^rticle  on  San  Jo».^"uin  Coujrity  co-c^toes.     In  this  a,rticle  it  is 
stated  tnat  ^Icins  ^re  jeing  .u^uaa  to  nold  ^      ot^^to  Lc^,^"  ^elecr.^ticn  on  Octoeer 
id,  on  .vhicr.  soii.3  $35000.00  is  to  oe  oxent.        ^^.rt  nr.  tne  rro^_j.  consisteu 
of  ascertaining  tha  yield  cf  a  aieasurad  ccra  of  potatoes  g:cown  on  the  Sindge 
tract  oy  F,  H,  Rindge,      On.  the  21st  the  ■••vriter'^s  attention  .ve.3  c-vllaa  to  a 
tslegrara,  addressed  to  Sacretary  I-Vallcice,  in  which  the  statement  vvas  rrf.ae  th^t 
tha  measured  acre  'hao.  produced  31,51'^  Ids.  or  S33*3  oushels.     The  variety  ^vo-in 
•.va.s  the  LorbaniL. 

It  was  also  claimed  tr^t  this  /.as  the  largest  .'.laid  on  record.  Unfor- 
tunately for  the  '--ofcato  Da.y"  boosters  tiie  claim  fvas  net  justifico.  ^s  it 
short  of  a  yield  croduced  in  yuffa,lo,  Wyo.rdng  in  ISJO  of  ^JU  otishaiS  =.r_u  l:o. 
froja  a  carefully  measvced  acre  of  la.nd.      On  the  other  hi~nd,  this  vi^^ld  is  o;ria 
of  .vhich  any  grov'/ar  :^ay  well  ^^e  jroud. 

'The  v^eather  contimies  cle^r  but  there  has  "oeen      ascidad  cr^crxga  in  tSa.- 
cerature.    A  haavy  frost  occurred  in  soii^a  localities  txie  night  ox  Gctooer  . 
''^rcf.  C.     ,  Cxcse  records  a  te.uj,3r&.ture  of        degrees  I- ,  at  College  ~"arh,  I'Jid.. 


( Dt  u^rt ) . 
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